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INTRODUCTION, 


Ik  comparing  our  institutions  with  those  of  other 
portions  of  the  civilized  earth,  a  reflecting  mind  is  natu- 
rally led  to  enquire  concerning  the  origin  of  tfa 
tutions  and  the  character  of  the  ir  founde  rs.  Happily, 
there  are  abundant  means  of  satisfying  such  enquiries. 
The  early  history  of  our  country  is  not  involved  ill  fahlc 
nor  obscurity.   The  venerable  pion<  i  ra  n  bo  i 
themselves  but  "  as  stepping-stonei  t<<  those  who  ihould 
con*j  after,"  have  left. behind  them  other  memorial*  tli.*n 
the  blessed  institutions  of  which  t!i«*ir  labors  and 
ings,  their  wisdom,  courage,  fortitude,  piety,  and  j.<  r.  •  - 
vera  nee,  laid  the  foundations.   Authentic  record*,  I .  - 
graphical  and  historical,  of  the  little  band, acif-exiled  fur 

conscience  sake  to  the  wilds  of  America,  h  v<*  been 
handed  down  for  the  instruction  and  admiration  of  pos- 
terity. "Memorials"  and  "Journal*"  of  tram  «t 
events  in  New  England,  in  ati  early  p  riod  i  ■ 
al  infancy ,  were  carefully  and  fiuthfullj  notrdd  • 
with  some  exceptions,  have  been  cart  fully  pn  -•.■>•«.  md 
gathered  up.    To  these,  the  lulling  tidt  of  time,  irlultJ 
bearing  us  as  a  nation  onward  to  poWOf  and  groatis  M, 
gives  perpetually  increasing  value  and  intercut    S  ■ 
of  these  accounts,  it  is  the  object  of  this  littli  tf/OSX,  •  OV 
piled  from  Undoubted  authorities,  to  bring  beietv  tu 
ing  generation. 
But  while  thin  exhibiting  the  lives  and  oharai  l«fs 


I  If  TROD  UCTf 09 . 


the  Fathers  of  New  England,  it  is  not  intended  to  bold 
them  up  as  infallible,  nor  to  point  to  th<  m  as  instano 
the  perfectibility  of  human  nature.    Their  virtues,  not 
their  faults,  deserve  commendation.   Their  errors,  how- 
ever, appear  to  have  been  the  errors  of  honest  hearts. 
The  reproach  of  intolerance,  so  often  with  reason 
against  them,  belongs  rather  to  the  age  in  which  t!..  v 
lived.   To  one  of  them  at  least,  Roger  Williams,  il  can- 
not he  attached,  though  it  must  be  confessed,  the  very 
fact  that  he  was  in  advance  of  the  age  in  tins  ret 
rendered  him  obnoxious  to  the  censure  of  bis  br<  thrcn. 
Yet,  in  the  words  pf  the  judicious  biographer  of  Rogej 
Williams,  "A  candid  mind,  which  understands  tin  ir  prin- 
ciples, will  not,  while  it  must  lament  and  condemn  I 
conduct,  use  the  language  of  harsh  censure.   They  wen 
so  far  from  believing  that  the  liberty  of  c  >nscioncc  i 
ligious  concerns,  ought  to  be  extended  to  all  men,  thai 
they  regarded  toleration  as  a  crime.   They  argued,  lb  ifl 
they  ought  to  promote  truth  and  oppose  error,  by  all  the 
methods  in  their  ponycr.    If  they  \\>  re  able  to  mppn  u 
false  doctrines,  it  was,  they  believed,  0  solemn  dutj  I  • 
God,  to  employ  force,  if  necessary,  for  theirsuppres  ion. 
They  thought  that  he  who  permitted  error  lobelx  lit  red 
and  preached,  was  chargeable  with  a  pariici|>atiun  in  Um 
guilt.    Intolerance  became  in  their  v\  w  i  pai 
duty  to  God, and  to  the  heretic  himself;  i  nd  U 
their  love  to  God,  the  greater  v.  •  >  their  ?  dtocxl 
every  weed  from  the  garden  of  J  in-  Loru.   It  was  not 
therefore,  a  bigoted  preference  tor  their  own  views  that 
made  them  persecute  othere,  but  ■  conviction  thai  • 
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only  embraced  the  truth,  and  that  all  opposing  doctriiM  s 
were  pernicious,  and  must  not  be  allowed.    It  \\ . 
intheir  judgment jincon^istent  to  act  tinis  Iowa:  i 
after  having  themselves  endured  persecution  ;  for  the j  re- 
garded tliemselves  as  having  been  sufferers  forth*  truth, 
and  they  were  urged,  by  these  very  rofleringfl,tO  be  mete 
faithful  in  upholding  that  truth,  and  suppress  n 
they  deemed  to  be  error.    It  is  due  to  the  Pilgrims  to  re- 
member, that  they  acted  from  principles,  erroneoi 
tainly  and  deplorable  in  their  effects,  but  sincerely  adopt- 
ed and  cherished  in  hearts  which  nevertlir^js  glowed 
with  love  to  God.    The  grand  doctrine  of  L1B&RT1  01 
conscience  was  then  a  portentous  novelty,  and  il 
the  glory  of  Roger  Williams,  that  he,  in  such  1 1 
claimed  it,  defended  it,  suite  red  for  it.  and  triumphantly 
established  it.  *  "  Were  these  excellent  men  non 
they  would  be  foremost  in  lamenting  their  own  err«»r.  and 
in  vindicating  those  principles  of  religious  liberty,  fur 
which  Mr.  Williams  incurn  d  their  disp 

After  all,  the  Puritans,  among  whom  were  tin-  Father* 
•of  New  England,  were  a  virtuous  "  remnant,'1  shining  as 
light  amidst  the  comparative  darkness  and  corruption  o( 
the  age.  Doubtless  there  was  also  a  remnanl  in  the 
church  from  which  they  honestly  seceded :  and  both  will 
finally  be  found  among  the  innumerable  4*  multitude 
"redeemed  out  of  every  kindred  and  tongue  and  \«  ■ 
and  nation,"  harmoniously  ascribiiiLr  "  Salvat ion  to  Cod 
who  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  t<>  the  Lamb,  Rw  I  r 
and  ever." 
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The  first  effectual  settlements  in  V  . 
England  were  made  by  those  who  after  I 
Reformation  dissented  from  the  Bstabl 
merit  of  the  Episcopal  clin  ch,  who  suffered 
on  account  of  their  dissent,  and  so 
asylum  from  their  sufl  T 
could  not  conform  to  the  Establishment]  but 
wished  for  a  more  complete  reformation^ 
at  first  distinguished  by  the  nam<  ■:  Po 
and  among  these  the  most  rigid  were 
Brownists,  so  called  from  Robert  Brown, 
fiery  young  clergyman who,  in  1580,  li 
ed  a  zealous  party,  and  was  vehement  f>r  a 
total  separation.    But  in  his  advani 
he  conformed  to  the  Church,  whil 
who  more  deliberately  withdrew,  retained 

Reformation^  $.;  the  period  w  called  from 

of  Martin  LutllCI  and  others  t.>  produce  .<  R  *■■ 

Romish  Chdrch,  by  correcting  its  orrori  ind 
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their  separation,  but  became  iimre  tan  hd 
and  moderate  in  Iheir  principle-.  (){'  theft 
people  a  congregation  was  formed  about  tin- 
year  1602,  neat  the  confines  of  York,  Not- 
tingham and  Lincoln,  who  chose  for  lb  ir 
ministers,  Mr.  John  Robinson  and  Mr.  Rich- 
ard Clifton. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  born     the  y<  ar  1575 
but  the  place  of  Lis  birth  if  unknown,  lb 
was  probably  educated  in  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  and  is  said  to  have  be<  Kl  "a  iikiii 
of  learned,  polished  and  modest  Fpirit,  pious 
and  studious  of  the  truth,  and  largt  \\  accom- 
plished with  gifts  and  graces  suitable  t<»  be  a 
shepherd  oyer  the  flock  of  Christ.11    J  b  t«  .r  t 
•his  election  to  this  ofiice  by  the  Puritans,  he 
had  a  benefice  near   Yarmouth,  fcvbere  bis 
friends  were  often  molested  bj  lite  bishop's 
oflicers,  and  splVered  grealK  bj  prosecution 
in  the  ecclesiastical  courts. 

The  reigning  prune  ni  that  time  wbm 

1  Confmrs.  s. ;  boniidarit «  m-iltnej  r,  .«  .  in  ,r 
clrsiasticnl  living.-    I  rrh>;iutmJ.  a 

church. 


JOHN   III  BIKSON 


B 


James  I,,  who  was  far  from  adding  lustre  I 
the  British  throne.    Though  educated  in  the 
principles  of  Presbyterianism,  he  forgot  than 
all  on  his  advancement  to  the  throne  of  the 
three  kingdoms.    Flattered  by  the  bishops, 
he  gave  all  ecclesiastical  power  into  their 
hands,  and  entrusted  sycophmiti  with  the 
management  of  the  state,  while  lie  indolently 
resigned  himself  v>  literary  and  sentfual  in- 
digencies, in  the  former  of  whieh  he  v 
pedant,  in  the  latter,  an  epicure.    The  Puri- 
tans were  persecuted  with  unrelentii 
ity  in  the  former  part  of  his  reign,  w 
Bancroft  was  archbishop  of  ( 'antcrburj  ; 
bot,  who  succeeded  him,  waa  favorable 
them,  but  when  Laud  came  into  p  >w<  r 
were  treated  with  every  mark  of  insult  ami 
cruelty. 

Robinson's  congregation  did  not  |- 
persecution  by  separating  from  the  Establish- 
ed, and  forming  an  Independent  Church. 

Sycophant,    ;  a  flatterer. — Pnhmt,  s. ;  n  man  nw 
low  knowledge. —  Epicure t  s. ;  a  man  given  to  1 
Archbishop,  sr;  bishop  of  tin-  first  l 
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Still  exposed  to  the  penalties  of  the  ecclesi- 
astical law,  they  were  extremely  harassed  ; 
some   were  imprisoned,  and   others  were 
obliged  to  leave  their  farms  and  susp  n 
usual  occupations.    Thus  distressed  and 
plexedj  emigration  to  some  foreign  land- 
ed  their  only  means  oi  safety*    Their  views 
were  directed  to  Holland,  where  a  comi 
cial  spirit  had  dictat      a  free  t<>l<  ration  in 
religious  opinions, — a  blessing  not  then 
mitted  into  any  other  country  in  liuro|  , 
But  the  ports  of  their  own  country  were  shut 
against  them — they  could  get  away  only  by 
seeking  concealment,  and  giving  i  xtravag  ml 
rates  for  their  passages,  and  fees  t>>  the  mar- 
iners. 

In  the  autumn  of  1 607,  a  companj  i  I  I 
Dissenters  hired  a  ship  at  Boston,  Lincoln- 
shire, to  cany  them  to  Holland.    The  mai 
ter  had  promised  to  be  ready  ul  a  cerl 
hour  of  the  day,  to  take  tin  111  on  board,  v  ;:; 


Penalty^  s. ;  punishment)  judicial  infliction  —  / 
tion,  s.;  "removal,  change  of  rv«d<  nc€ 
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their  families  and  effects;  they  assembled, 
but  he  disappointed  them.    Afterward!  be 
came  in  the  night,  and  when  they  were  em 
barked,  he  betrayed  them  into  the  han  I 
the  officers,  who  having  robb  d  1 
money,  books,  and  other  article 
the  women  with  incivility,  carried  them  I 
to  the  towmand  exposed  them  as  a  laughing 
stock  to  the\nultitude.    They  were* 
cd  before  the  magistrates,  and  buffered  a 
month's  imprisonment,  after  which  -  n 
them  were  bound  over  to  court, 
others  released.    The  next  spring,  160 
they  made  another  attempt,  and  hired  Q 
Dutch  vessel  to  take  them  on  board.    T  • 
place  agreed  ityon  was  an  anfrequcni 
mon  between  Hull  and  Grimsby,  rci 
from  any  house.    The  women  and  children, 
with  the  baggage,  were  sent  down  the  river 
in  a  small  bark,  and  the  men  went  by  land, 
but  they  came  to  the  place  a  day  before  th') 
ship  arrived.    The  sea  being  rough,  and  the 

Arraign,  v  a.  I  to  bfibfl  to  tntd,  to  accuse. 
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passengers  in  the  bark  sick,  they  prevailed 
on  the  pilot  to  put  into  a  small  c 
they,  were  when  the  Dutchman  came 
took  one  boat  load  of  the  men  on  b 
Before  he  could  send  for  the  others,  a  COI  - 
pany  of  armed  men  appeared  on  horscbi  k 
which  so  frightened  him  that  he  put  to  I 
Some  of  the  men  who  were  lefl  behind,  i  - 
caped  ;  others  who  went  to  the  assistant 
the  women,  were  with  them  apprehended, 
and  carried  from  one  justice  to  another,  wh  i 
not  knowing  what  to  do  with  so  many  h<  Ip- 
less  persons,  finally  dismissed  them.    H  \  - 
iug  sold  their  houses,  cattle  and  fun 
they  had  no  homes  to  retire  to,  and  wen 
cast  on  the  charity  of  their  friends.  Tl 
who  were  hurried  to  sea,  without  their  : 
ilies,  and  destitute  of  even  a  cl 
ing,  endured  a  terrible  storm,  in  w  hich  neither 
sun,  moon,  nor  stars  appeared  f  >r  many  d 
and  were  driven  far  t<>  the  northward,  and 
narrowly  escaped  being  foiiiidcrti.  After 

Founder ^  v.  n.  ;  t«(  Binh ,  to  fail 
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fourteen  days,  they  arrived  al  Amst  rd 
where,  such  had  been  the  bcv<  ritj  i 
storm,  the  people  were  surprised  at  lh<  ir  de 
liveranee.    They  were  soon  after  P 
by  their  wives  and  families,  who  arrivi  d  in 
safety. 

The  remainder  of  the  church  went 
the  following  summer.    Al  Amst  rdam  I 
found  a  congregation  of  their  own  brethren, 
who  had  emigrated  before  them, 
for  their  minister,  John  Smith, 
preacher,  and  a  man  of  good  abilitii 
unsteady  in  his  opinion--,  and  his  j>  ople  so  n 
fell  into  controversy,  and  \\<  rr.  scatl  I  I 
Fearing  that  the  infection  might  , 
Robinson  proposed  to  his  church  q  I 
removal,  and  after  a  y  ar  -p<  ill  in  \ 
dam,  they  removed  to  Leyden.    Durin  ; 
residence  at  Leyden,  their  number  so  in- 
creased by  emigrations  from  England,  that 
their  church  contained  300  commui 
Here  they  enjoyed  mucli  harmony  among 

Controversy,  s.  ;  dispute 
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themselves,  and  friendly  intercourse  vrithtb 
Dutch,  who  observing  their  diligence  and 
fidelity  in  business,  entertained  a  gr< 
spect  for  them.  The  magistrates  of  tb 
in  1619,  having  occasion  to  censure  som< 
French  Protestants  residing  among 
made  this  public  declaration  :  "Tin 
have  dwelt  among  us  ten  years,  y<  t  iv< 
never  had  any  suit  or  accusation  ag 
of  them." 

The  year  1G09,  in  which  Mr  Hob 
went  to  Leyden,  was  remarkable  for  the 
death  of  Jacobus  Arminius,*o  divin- 
ity professors  in  that  city.     Between  hia 
successor,  Episcopius,  and  the  other  theolo- 
gical professor,  Polyanil  r,  tl 
opposition,  the  former  teachi 
of  Arminius,  and  tin-  latter  those  <>l  Calvin, 
Robinson,  though  he  constant!}  pn 
three  times  a  week,  and  was  much  i  I  ! 
in  writing,  attended  the  d^cutir>es  of  each, 

*  From  whom  the  Arnmnm  t)  tU  «_  ©f  < 
rives  its  name. 
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and  became  master  of  both  sides  the  o  Dtro- 
verted  questions.  Being  folly  ; 
the  truth  of  the  Calvinistic  sj  stem,  and  open* 
]y  preaching  it,  his  zeal  and  abilities  were 
formidnble  to  the  Arminiansj  which  indue  1 
Episcopius,  in  1613,  to  make  a  pul 
gagemont  to  defend  them  against  all  oppos- 
crs.  Polyandcr,  aided  by  the  ministers  "t* 
the  city,  requested  Robinson  to  accept  the 
♦challenge,  but  he,  being  a  Strang  r,  i 
declined  the  combat.  Their  importunity  :tt 
length  prevailed,  and  believing  it  t<>  hifl 
duty,  he  held  a  public  disputation  with  ihe 
Arminian  professor.  We  have  no  account 
of  the  controversy  from  the  Arminian  party. 
Gov.  Bradford,  who  Wfcfc  probably  ]'M  N  tii  at 
the  disputation,  gives  this  account  nl  it. 
"He  [Mr.  Robinson]  so  defended  the  truth 
and  foiled  the  opposcr,  as  to  put  him  to  in 
apparent  non-plus  in  this  great  and  public 
audience.    The  same  he  did  a  second  and 

Foil,  v.  n.;  Input  to  tho  VrOMt, todcfett.— Jfarpb**  9  ■ 
piizil^j  inability  t<>  door  t.\v  iu»»n?. 
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third  time,  which  as  it  caused  many  to  lmvc 
praise  to  God  that  the  truth  had  bo  hill  mi 
a  victory,  so  it  procured  for  Mr  ELobinson 
much  respect  and  honor  from  learned  n 
and  others.*'" 

When  Mr.  Robiris&rt  lira!  went  to  Holland, 
he  was  one  of  the  most  rigid  separatists  from 
the  Church  off  England.  He  had  written  in 
defence  of  the  separation,  in  reply  to  Dr. 
Ames,  whom  in  the  petulance  of  his  wit  he* 
callpd  Dr.  Amiss,  After  his  removal  I  i  Hol- 
land, he  met  with  Dr.  Ames  and  Mi 
Parker,  an  eminent  minister  of  Wiltshire, 
England,  who  had  becnobligi  d  to  thithi  r 
from  the  terrors  of  the  High  Commission 
Court,  under  the  control  of  archbishop  nan- 
croft.    In  a  free  conversation  w 

*  Belknap's  Biography.  /'  • 

ncss,  peevishness. —  Wgk  Commission  <<//'.  .  •»  . 
siaslical  court  established  iti  tltr  r.  •  t  CJuin  n  Kin- 
abcth,  "which  was  •* empowered  u>  regulate  all  »»pin. 
ions,  as  well  as  I  »  punish  all  breach  •  uniformity  m  the 
exercise  of  public  worship."  Iltw 
Was  a  real  inquisition.'1  It  was  at^li-iu-d  l»y  tii<-  I.  •;>  • 
Parliament  in  104J . 
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ilernen,  Robinson  was  convinced  of  his  mis- 
take, submitted  to  the  reproof  of  Di  Ami 
and  became  ever  after  more  moderate  ii 
>  sentiments  respecting  separation,  [nab 
which  he  published  in  1610,  he  d<  fend<  d  tl 
lawfulness  of  communicating  with  th  I 
-of  England  "in  the  word  and  prayer,,s  i..< 
in  the  extempore  prayer  before  the  sermon, 
though  not  in  the  liturgy^  nor  in  the  ind 
criminate  admission  to  the  Bacraments.    1  i  I 
he  would  allow  pious  members  of  that  i  n  I 
all  the  Reformed  churches  to  communi 
with  his  church,  saying  that  he  sepai 
from  no  church,  but  from  the  corruptions  in 
all  churches.    This  gained  for  him  the 
of  semi-separatist,  and  sooffended  the  - 
at.  Amsterdam,  that  they  would  scarcely  com- 
inune  with  that  at  Leydcn.    The  latter  wcr< 
called  Independents  and  Brownists,  but  Ul(  J 
distinguished  themselves  as  a  "  ( !ongr 
tional  Church.''    Their  grand  principle  was 

Et tempore,  ad.  j  without  premeditation^— Wiwjfi J  • 
formulary  of  puific  devotion,  *w  h  M  Ihe  Book  ol  I 
roon  Prayer  of  the  Episcopal  Clnircfi. 
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the  same  afterwards  held  by  Chiilingwortb, 
and  Hfoadley,*  that  the  scriptures  given  by 
inspiration,  contain  the  true  religion;  that 
every  man  has  a  right  to  judge  for  him 
their  meaning,  to  try  all  doctrines  bj  th< 
and  to  worship  Cod  according  to  the 
of  his  own  enlightened  conscience.  Thej 
admitted  for  truth  the  doctrinal  articles  i 
Church  of  England,  as  well  as  of  tlie  ot 
Reformed  Churches,  and  differ*  d  from  I 
only  in  matters  of  an  ecclesiastical  nature, 
Respecting  these,  their  nil-  9  and  opini 
were  much  the  same  as  those  ol  the  Calvin- 
istic  Congregational  churches  in  Xcw  E 
land  at  the  present  day,  excepting  in  r< 
to  the  officers  in  Ihe  church,  who  m  re  I 
pastors  or  teaching  elders  ruling  Mi  1-.  and 
deacons. 

In  1618,  they  began  t<>  think  ■ 

*  William  CfiilfingrwoTth",  an  w.nw-r'  ilh  1 
Clmrrli  of  Ki\  J.md.  celebrated  fur  hi*  »ktll  iu  il  feuding 
the  cause  of  tii.-  I'rotesUihia  again*!  Ihe  Papwta  llo 
was  born  ItfOt?,  di  MM  I 

JJenj.  Jloa»li«v         Bishop  of  V\  iuehe*ter.  who  <••«> 
tended  that  die  clergy  bad  no  |w»ten«io«i  to  ti  n 
jurisdiction. 
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'removal,  sonic  of  (he  reasons  of  which  w< 
most  of  them  had  been  bred  to  culti\  I 

•the  soil  in  England,  hut  in  Holland 
obliged  to  pursue  business  1<  bs  agr< 
them,  such  as  learning  met  hanical  tr  .  . 
<tc. ;  the  language,  manners  and  ; 
the  Dutch  did  not  become  pi  asant  bj  I 
iarity ;  the  careless  manner  in  which  th<  Sa  - 
bath  was  observed  there;  the  unh<  .'; 
of  the  climate ;  and  the  licentiousness  in 
which  youth  was  indulged,  being  d  p 
cious  example  to  their  children,  many  ol 
whom  became  corrupted.    These  C<  nsid< 
tions  afforded  them  the  melanchol]  , 
that  their  posterity  would  in  time  50  mil 
with  the  DutchTas  to  lose  their  inti  ;  I 
English  nation,  to  which  they  had  a  natural 
and  strong  attachment.    The  <ju*  stion  was, 
to  what  part  of  the  wmld  they  should  r<  move. 
Their  attention  was  at  first  turned  to  Guiana, 
but  the  warmth  of  the  climate,  and  tin-  f<  U 

of  being  dispossessed  by  th<  Spania  rl 
ierrcd  them  from  removing  thither, and  ilw  * 
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at  last  concluded  upon  Virginia,  as  that  part 
of  America  was  then  called  lying  betv 
the  31  and  45  degrees  of  north  latiti 
There,  if  they  should  join  the  colony  air 
established,  they  must  come  under  the  Est;  b 
lished  Church;  so  their  views  were  deter- 
mined towards  the  uninhabited  part  of 
country  ;  and  their  hope  was,  that  by  emi- 
grating thither  they  might  make  way  foi 
spread  of  the  gospel  in  a  heathen  land,  though 
"  they  should  be  but  as  stcppii 
others  who  might  come  after  them." 

These  things  were  at  first  d<  bati  d  m  pri- 
vate, and  then  proposed  t<>  the  w  hol< ■  < con- 
gregation, who  after  mature  delil 
and  a  devout  address  to  heaven,  det<  rmin<  d 
to  make  application  to  the  Virgin  I  ( 
pany,*  and  inquire   whether  king  Jai 
would  grant  them  liberty  of  conscien* 
his  American  dominions.    John  Can 

*  What  wns  c&lfed  Virginia  wna  by  fiatenl  frr»m  kinu 
Jajiie*  J.  divided  into  two  districi  Ju  irlj  rqtial  Tlic 
southern  he  granted  to  the  London  Comjwuiy,  tad  the 
northern,  to  the  Plymouth  Company. 
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Robert  Cushman  were  sent  as  agents,  i  nd 
letters  were  written  by  Mr.  Robinson  I 
Mr.  Brewster,  ruling  elder.    In  these  letter* 
they  recommend  themselves  as  proper  per- 
sons  for  emigration,  because    they  were 
"weaned  from  the  delicate  milk  of  their 
own  country,  and  so  inured  to  the  difficul- 
ties of  a  strange  land,  that  no  small  tl 
would  discourage  them,  or  make  them  wish 
to  return  home  ;  that  they  had  acqu  r<  d 
habits  of  frugality,  industry  and  self-denial  ; 
and  were  united  in  a  solemn  covenant,  by 
which  they  were  bound  to  seek  the  w< 
of  the  whole  company,  and  <.f  every  indi- 
vidual person."    They  also  gave  a  br"n  f 
account  of  their  religious  principles 
practices,  for  the  information  of  the  king 
and  his  council.    The  answer  they  received 
was  as  favorable  as  they  could  expe<  t.  'i 
Virginia  Company  promised  them  as  ample 
privileges  as  were  in  tljcir  power  to 
By  hieans  of  the  mcdiaii  n  of  arcl  I 

Mediation,  s.  :  interposition,  rntrcaty  for  m 
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Abbot,  the  king  promised  to  connive  at  then 
religious  practices,  but  denied  them  tolera- 
tion under  li is  great  seal.  With  (his  answ<  r 
and  some  private  encouragement,  the  Agent* 
returned  to  Holland.  But  further  Qgenc] 
and  agreements  were  necessary,  and  it 
not  until  after  two  whole  years,  that  the 
preparations  for  the  voyage  could  be  com- 
pleted. 

In  the  beginning  of  16*20  they  kept  B 
solemn  day  of  prayer,  when  Mr.  Robinson 
delivered  a  discourse  from  L  Samuel,  23,  2  1  : 
in  which  he  endeavored  to  remove  their 
doubts  and  confirm  their  resolution-.  It  had 
been  previously  determined  that  a  part  <>t 
them  should  go  to  America,  and  prepare  I 
way  for  the  others.  The  greater  part  beii  g 
obliged  to  stay,  required  Mr.  Robinson  to 
stay  with  them.  Mr.  Brewster,  the  ruling 
elder,  was  appointed  to  go  with  the  minority, 
who  were  "  to  be  an  absolute  church  of 
themselves  as  well  as  those  who  should  Btaj  ; 

Connive,  r.  n.  ;  to  prrtend  ignorance 
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with  this  proviso,  that  as  any  should  go  ovci 
or  return,  they  should  be  received  as  mem- 
bers, without  further  dismission  or  testimo- 
nial." The  others  were  to  follow  as  soon 
as  possible. 

In  July,  they  kept  another  day  of  prayer, 
when  Mr.  Robinson  preached  to  them  from 
Ezra  3,  21:  and  concluded  his  discourse 
with  an  exhortation  which  breathes  a  noble 
spirit  of  christian  liberty,  and  gives  a  just 
idea  of  the  sentiments  of  this  excellent 
divine,  whose  charity  was  the  more  conspic- 
uous because  of  his  former  narrow  princi- 
ples, and  the  general  bigotry  of  the  Reformed 
ministers  and  churches  of  that  day.  "  Breth- 
ren," said  he,  "  we  are  now  quickly  to  part 
from  one  another,  and  whether  I  may  live  to 
see  your  faces  on  earth  any  more,  the  God 
of  heaven  only  knows;  but  whether;  I 
Lord  hath  appointed  that  or  not,  I  charge 
you  before  God  and  his  blessed  angels,  thai 
you  follow  me  no  further  than  you  have  l<  n 


Proviso,  s.  ;  stipulation,  or  bargain 
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me  follow  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,    i!  (i  >d 
reveal  any  thing  to  you  by  any  other  instru- 
ment of  his,  be  as  ready  to  receive  il 
ever  you  were  to  receive  any  truth  of  rm 
ministry;  for  I  am  verily  persuaded,  1 
very  confident,  that  the  Lord  has  moi 
yet  to  break  forth  out  of  his  Holy  Word. 
For  my  part,  I  cannot  sufficiently  bewail  the 
condition  of  the  Reformed  churches 
are  come  to  a  period  in  religion,  and  will  nt 
present  go  no  further  than  the  instru 
of  their  reformation.   The  Lutherans  cannol 
be  drawn  to  go  beyond  what  Luther 
whatever  part  of  his  will  the  good  Lord  h  a 
revealed  to  Calvin,  they  will  ral 
embrace  it.    And  the  Calvinists  stick  last 
where  they  were  k  it  by  that  great  man  of 
Cod,  who  yet  saw'  n<>i  all  thing*.    This  i- 
a  misery  much  to  be  lamented  ;  for  though 
they  were  burning  and  shining  lights  in  their 
times,  yet  they  penetrated  not  into  the  \n  hole 
counsel  of  Cod  ;  but  v\err  tin  \  WOW  livil  ' 
would  be  as  willing  to  embiacr  further  light 
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as  that  which  they  at  fir>t  recetved«    I  be- 
seech you  to  remember  it  as  an  article  in 
your  church  covenant,  *  That  you  be  read] 
to  receive  whatever  truth  shall  be  made 
known  to  you  from  the  written  word  i  ' 
Remember  that,  and  every  other  article  of 
your  sacred  covenant.    But  I  must  hcre- 
withal  exhort  you  to  take  heed  what  you 
receive  as  truth.    Examine  it.  considrr  it, 
and  compare  it  with  other  scriptures  of  truth, 
before  you  receive  it  ;  Tor  it  is  not  j 
that  the  Christian  world  should  COIDC 
lately  out  of  thick  anti-cbristian  dai 
and  that  perfection  of  knowledge 
break  forth  at  once."    Hating  added  aome 
other  things  relative  to  their  private  conduct, 
lie  devoutly  committed  them  to  the  care  and 
protection  of  Divine  Providence.    On  the 
21  of  July  the  intended  passengers  (pitted 
Leyden  to  embark  at  MA  haven;  lo  which 
place  they  were  accompanied  by  men)  ol 
their  brethren  and  friends,  several  of  wli  'In 
had  come  from  Amsterdam  to  tak«  I 
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them.  The  evening,  till  very  late,  was  spent 
in  friendly  conversation,  and  the  Dext  morn- 
ing, the  wind  being  lair,  they  went  onboard, 
when  Mr.  Robinson,  in  a  most  fervent 
affectionate  prayer,  committed  them  to  i  •  ii 
Divine  Protector,  and  with  many  t<  ars3  [I  i 
parted. 

After  their  arrival  in  New  England,  he 
kept  up  a  friendly  correspondence  with  them, 
and  when  any  of  them  went  to  Europe,  he 
received  them  with  the  most  cordial  wel- 
come. The  difficulties  which  then  attended 
a  voyage  across  the  Atlantic,  the  e.\j»<  n  -  i  f 
an  equipment  for  a  new  colony,  and  the 
hardships  incident  to  a  settlement  in  the 
wilderness,  proved  a  burden  almost  too  great 
for  those  who  came  over.  They  had  a  hard 
struggle  to  support  them-cUrs  here  and  pay 
the  debts  they  hud  contracted  in  England  ; 
while  those  who  remained  in  Holland  v..  •, 
in  general  too  poor  t<>  bear  tin  ex  pel  le  of  a 
removal  to  Amei  ica.  These  things  prevented 
Mr.  Kobinson  from  gratifying  Ins  earnest 
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desire  to  visit  his  American  brethren,  and 
their  equally  ardent  wish  to  sec  him .  until 
he  was  removed  by  death  to  a  better  coun- 
try. He  continued  with  his  church  in  I 
den  in  good  health,  and  with  fair  pro*| 
of  living  to  an  advanced  age,  till  Saturday, 
February  19,  1625,  when  lie  was  seized  with 
an  inward  ague,  which,  however,  did  not 
prevent  him  from  preaching  twice  on  the 
following  day.  But  his  disorder  increasing 
in  maligniti/,  on  Saturday,  March  I.  put  an 
end  to  his  valuable  life,  in  the  50  year  of 
his  age,  and  the  height  of  his  reputation  and 
usefulness. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  a  man  of  Lr<>'<d  g 
quick  penrtnitioii,  ready  wit, great  rood 
integrity  and  candor.  Hm classic  literature, 
and  aeutenes>  in  disputation,  were  acknow- 
ledged bv  his  adversaries.  1!^  manner* 
were  easy,  courteous  and  obliging*  I'|s 
preaching  was  instructive   and  ancctinu 

Malignity )     ;  evilnevf  of  nature 
c3 
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Though  in  his  younger  years  lie  was  n«_m 
in  his  separation  from  the  Episcopal  Church, 
by  whose  governors  he  had  been  Lr< 
with  unrelenting  severity,  yet  when  com  me- 
ed of  his  error,  he  openly  acknowli  dg<  d  it, 
and  by  experience  and  conversation  with 
good  men.  he  became  moderate  and  charita- 
ble, without  abating  his  zeal  for  strict  and 
real  religion.  It  is  always  a  siirn  of  a  iiood 
heart  when  a  man  becomes  mild  and  chari- 
table as  he  grows  in  years.  This  was  emi- 
nently true  of  Mr.  Robinson.  He  learn<  d 
to  esteem  all  good  men  of  every  |  i  rsu 
and  charged  his  Hoc  k  to  maintain  the  like 
candid  and  benevolent  conduct.  Eli*  senti- 
ments respecting  the  Reformers,  as  expi 
cd  in  his  valedictory  sermon,  will  entail  im- 
mortal honor  to  in-  memory,  evincing  his 
accurate  discernment,  his  inficxiUi  honesty, 
and  his  fervent  Real  lor  truth  and  |  d 
conscience.    He  was  uteo  possessed  m  an 


Valrdirlurv.  a.;  partu,   .   :.-.r.  \v«  II    -  /.;••    '.  r  | 

settle  the  descent.— lnflcribt*t  «  i  not  t.»  bi  bnA  m 
changed.  / 
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eminent  degree  of  the  talent  of  peace-mak- 
ing, and  was  happy  in  composing  differen- 
ces among  neighbors  an:l  in  families,  ^o  that 
peace  and  unity  were  preserved  in  hi*  con- 
gregation. It  is  said  that  such  was  the 
mutual  love  betw  een  him  and  his  Rock,  that 
it  was  hard  to  jud^e  whether  he  delighted 
more  in  having  such  a  flock,  or  they  in  hav- 
ing such  a  pastor.  Hesidcs  hi-  mium;'  ir 
abilities  in  moral  and  theological  mam  i 
was  discerning  and  prudent  in  civil  all b 
and  able  to  give  good  advice  in  regard  t«» 
their  secular  and  political  transactions.  He 
was  highly  esteemed.  no1  only  by  hifl  own 
people,  but  by  the  magistracy  and  cl  rg)  •  I 
Leyden,  who  gave  him  tlx-  use  of  ow 
their  church'  s  in  the  chancel  of  which  he 
was  buried. 

The  whole  city  regarded  him  M  I 
and  good  man,  whose  death  they 
lamented,  and  honbred  hie  funeral'twth  I  1 

Strular.  a.  ;  not  spiriturj.  relating  to  worldly  *" " 
Chanret,  s.  ;  the  eastern  port  of  a  «  huirli  in  w*  1 
altar  placed. 
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presence.   This  event  proved  the  dissolution 
of  the  church  over  which  lie  had  presided  at 
Leyden.    Sonic  of  them  removed  lo  Am- 
sterdam, some  to  other  parts  of  I 
lands,  and  others  cam<   t<>  New  Ei 
among  whom  were  Ins  wife  and  children. 
His  son  Isaac  lived  t<>  th<  age  of  ninety,  i 
left  posterity  in  the  county  of  Barns! 


JOHN  CARVE1L 

Nothing  is  known  of  Mr  Carver,  previous 
to  his  appointment  as  agent  of  the  Bnj 
Congregational  Church  at  Leyden,  m  1618, 
At  that  time  lie  was  in  high  repute  i  i 
grave,  pious,  prudent,  judicious  man.  and 
sustained  the  office  of  deacon.  The  lrirgtni« 
Company  wrote  to  Mr.  lloWnsoii,  that  the 
agents  [Mr.  Caiverand  Mr.  CushmanJ  n(  I 
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tied  themselves  with  good  discretion."  'J 
business  of  the  agency  was  long  delayed  by 
discontents  and  factions  in  the  Virginia  Com- 
pany, but  at  length  a  ])a(ent  was  obtained 
under  the  Company's  seal.    This  patent  and 
the  proposals  of  Thomas  Weston,  merchant, 
and  other  persons  who  appeared  friendly  to 
the  design,  was  carried  to  Leydcn  in  1619, 
for  the  consideration  of  the  people.    At  the 
same  time  a  plan  was  forming  for  a  new  cbun« 
cil  in  the  west  of  England,  to  superintend 
the  plantation  and  fishery  of  North  Vir 
the  name  of  which  had  been  changed  to  N 
England.    Weston  and  the  other  merchants 
favored  this  jdau,  from  the  hope  of  gain  by 
the  fishery.    This  caused  some  etnbdh 
went,  and  a  variety  of  6pinions  among  the 
congregation  at  Lteydehj  but  COB 
that  if  they  should  wait  for  the  new  council 
to  be  incorporated; they  might b  i 
another  year,  during  which  timethd  «i 

Patent,  s.;  a  writ  conferring  ■omo  eieUi 

pi'wWritc.  — Incorporate,  o.  0,  ;   to  UlVtft  mlh 

powers. 


32 


JOHN*    (  Ah' 


tween  Holland  and  Spain  might be  renew*  d. 
the  majority  concluded  to  take  the  patonl 
already  obtained,  and  emigrate  tosom 
near  Hudson's  river,  which  was  within  the 
territory  of  the  Virginia  Company.   Tin  Q<  I 
spring,  [1620 j  Weston  went  over  tolj  yd 
where  the  people  entered  into  article  of 
agreement  with  him,  both  for  shipping  and 
money  to  aid  in  the  transportation, 
and  Cushman  were  again  sent  to  Lond  n  to 
receive  the  money,  and  provide  for  th   i  - 
age;  but  they  found  the  other  men 
very  penurious  and  severe,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  consent  to  some  alteration  in  the 
articles,  which,  though  not  relished  by  their 
constituents,  was* so  strongly  insisted  on,  that 
without  it  the  whole  plan  must  have  failed. 
The  substance  of  tfcc  angles.  ulLl  ir 
amendments,  was  as  follows  . 

Every  person  who  wuit  «>ut.  being  sixt<  en 
years  old  and  upwards,  was  to  be  rati 

Penurious,  a.  ;  niggardly,  iparing  -  ( >  ustiiueuti  i  . 
iio  who  fcputftl  or  tmpOWAM  .-.  'ih'T 
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ten  pounds  ;  and  every  ten  pounds  counted 
a  single  share.    He  who  wool  in  periOD, 
and  furnished  himself  with  ten  pounds  in 
money  or  other  property,  to  be  account*  d  as 
having  twenty  pounds  in  stock,  and  tor< 
a  double  share  in  the  division.    The  )>•  • 
transported  and  the  adventurers,  were  to 
continue  their  joint  -lock  and  partnership 
seven  years;  during  which  tine  all  profitl 
and  benefits  gained  by  trade,  labor,  fi  ling, 
or  any  other  means,  should  remain  in  the 
common  stock  until  the  division  I  On  1 
arrival,  they  were  to  choose  out  a  lit  number 
of  persons  to  be  employed  in  the  ships  and 
boats  for  fishing,  and  the  remainder  W< 
labor  on  the  land,  in  building  hot!*   •  I  'lmir 

the  ground,  &c«  i  At  the  end  of 
the  whole  capital  and  profits,  including  the 
houses,  lands,  and  all  other  property,  were 
to  be  divided   among  the  ad\«  ni 
whoever  following  them  09  putting  '  * 
stock,  to  receive  a  proportional  thai 
division  of  the  property.   He  *bo 
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carry  his  wife,  children  or  servants,  to  be 
allowed  for  every  person  aged  sixteen  years 
or  upwards,  a  single  share,  or  if  he  provide 
for  them,  a  double  share  ;  children  between 
ten  and  sixteen  to  be  reckoned  two  foe  B 
person  in  transportation  and  division  :  under 
ten,  to  receive  no  other  share  than  fifty 
acres  of  uncultivated  land  :  Those  who 
should  die  before  the  expiration  of  seven 
years,  to  have  their  shares  proportional  to 
the  time  of  their  residence  in  the  colony  :  All 
were  to  have  their  maintenance  out  of  the 
common  stock  and  goods  of  the  said  colony* 
On  these  hard  conditions,  and  witli  this 
small  encouragement,  the  pilgrims  of  Ley- 
den,  supported  by  a  pious  Confkl<  RCC  in  the 
Supreme  Disposer  of  all  things,  and  animat- 
ed by  a  fortitude  resulting  from  the  princi- 
ples of  the  religion  tin  y  professed,  resolvi  d 
to  cast  themselves  on  (he  ran*  of  D 
Providence,  and  embark  foi  America.  With 
the  proceeds  of  their  own  « slates  put  into  a 
common  stock,  and  the  assistance  of  lh< 


?"P  hU(md  so  mud,  in  ,1,  .  ,  ,  , 

hto  tmm  beams  sprang; 
lours  an-!  distress  of  the  passengers, 
had  then  made  but  one  half  of  the  r< 
and  a" consultation  wash        irith  the i 
mandcr  of  the  ship,  whether  it  wore  Letter 
to  pfoeedd  or  return  ;  hut  on-  „r  the  • 
•scnovr,  having  a  brgri  iron  screw  it 
applied  to  the  bean,;  arid  forced     to  its 
propei"  place.    This  sbc'ce&fu]  i  (Tori  deter- 
mined iheni  io  ptoceeft    No  otfi  i 
lars  of  this  tedious  Voyage  are  preserved, 
******  that  fhe  ship  be!ri|  leakv,  and 
people  dose  StWi  !.  w<  re  <•  >ntinu  illv  wel 
that  one  yoong^inari,  a  servant  of  <..„,<:  \ 
1'uller,  ilied  at  sea  l  arid  .  i  ichil  I  n  i  horn, 
and  named  Occanu^  ion  off  Step'h  n  1 1 
kins.  uorth  «..    .  1 

(>n  (He  ninth  of  NoV<  i\  br<  iV  I 

day.,  they  made  land,  which  proved  to  he 
the  white  sandy  cHfls  of  Ctlpe  Cod.  T 
being  furthpr  northward  than  they  intended, 
they  put  about  the  ship  to  the  toutfttvattf, 
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and  before  noon  found  themselves  anion: 
shoals  and  brca/urs.    Having  been  so  long 
at  sea,  the  sight  of  any  land  was  welcome 
to  the  women  and  children.    The  new  dan- 
ger  was  appall,';^,  aiu|  tj1(,  L.;i,r|ii,  _ 
passengers  to  be  set  on  >hore  irresistible. 
These  circumstances  coinciding  with  the 
secret  views  of  the  captain,  who  bad  been 
promised  a  reward  by  some  of  the  Dutch 
Wjest-India  Company,  if  lie  w  ould  not  i 
them  to  Hudson's  Riv<  i 
put  about  to  the  northward.    [1<  I 
the  ship  was  ch  ar  of  the  danger.    Tin-  next 

day  they  doubled  the  southern  cxtn  mity  of 
the  cape,  and  a  storm  coming  on,  lh<  v  an- 
choied  in  Cape  ( Jod  harbor,  w  here  the]  w 1 i« 
pafe  from  winds  and  shoals,  This  harboi 
Wiug  in  the  43  degree  north  latitude, ffi(*s 
without  the  territory  «>i  the  South  \  irginia 
Company,  and  therefore  llteir  patent  n  I 
useless.    Symptoms  ol  faction  appearing 

Breaker,  s. ;  a  wavcbrok<  n  by  r<»«ksor  ihoftls, — .Ijtpal, 
r.  <". ;  to  fright,  to  d<  proM  - 1  vim  ufo,  r.  n. ;  to  concur, 
ijrec. — Faction)  s.  ;  party,  tumult. 
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among  the  servants,  purporting  thai  when 
onshore  they  would  be  under  no  Lr>\  :  i- 
ment,  but  one  man  would  be  as  good  M 
another,  it  was  jud  edient,  that  pre- 

viously to  landing  they  sh  uld  coml 
themselves  into  a  hody  politic,  to  be  governed 
by  the  majority.  Accordingly,  aft<  r  s  • 
prayer,  and  thanksgiving,  a  written  instru- 
ment being  drawn  up,  and  subscribed  \*  i  t !  i 
their  own  hands,  they  unanimously  chose 
Mr.  John  Carver  their  governor  for  one  y<  it. 

Government  being  ihua  established 
truly  republican  principle,  sixteen  armed 
men  were  sent  on  -here  to  fi  t<  !:  " 
make  discoveries.    They  return(  d  I 
with  a  boat  load  of  juniper  wood,  and  made 
report  u  that  the v  found  the  land   to  t 
narrow  neck,  having  the  harbor  on  one  side, 
and  the  ocean  on  the  other  ;  that  the  ground 
consisted  of  sand  hills,  Hke  the  Downs  in 

Holland;  and  in  some  places  th<-  ><ul  Wtl 

t 

Body  politic,  s. ;  %  ioctety  fctpaMa  of  el      ■:  • 
(iwu  oiftctfrs.  and  Bilking  U\v»  for  th#m*dhw  » 
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black  earth,  a  spits  depth;  tlmt  the  tree:- 
were  oak,  pine,  sassafras, juniper,  birch  Jiolly. 
ash,  and  walnut:  that  the  forest  was  open 
and  without  under-wood;  and  that  neither 
inhabitants,  houses,  nor  fresh  water,  wore  to 
be  seen."  The  next  day  being  Sabbath 
they  rested.  While  they  lay  in  this  harbor, 
which  was  about  live  weeks,  the)  sav.  ■■■  t 
flocks  of  sea-fowls,  and  whales  every  day 
playing  about  them.  It  Was  too  late  in  the 
season  for  cod,  and  they  caught  none  but 
small  fish,  near  the  shore,  and  shr!!-iM). 
The  margin  of  the  sea  ivas  so  shallow, 
they  were  obliged  to  wade  <>n  >!i«»r»\  and 
the  weather  being  severe,  many  of  them 
took  eclds  and  coughs,  which*  (hiring  the 
winter,  proved  mortal. 

On  Monday  following,  Nov,  13,  the  iro- 
men  went  on  shore  un«l«  r  a  guard,  to  u  a>h 
the  clothes,  and  the  men  were  imp  itk  nl  fof 

further  discoveries.    The  ihallop,  ivhich 

been  stowed  between  the  decks,  m  •  ded  n  - 
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pairing,  in  which  seventeen  days  were  oc- 
cupied. 

While  this  was  doing]  an  excursi<  d 
made  on  Toot  by  a  company  of  rixti  en  J 
equipped  with  muskets,  ammunition,  >word 
arid  corslet,  under  the  command  of  capt. 
Standish,  w  ith  William  Bradford,  Sfc  pfa  n 
Hopkins,  and  Edward  Tilly  for  a  council  of 
war ;  as  much  caution  was  necessary  in  an 
enterprise  of  this  kind  in  a  new  and  savage 
country.    The  time  of  their  absence  \ 
limited  to  twenty  two  days;  When 
had  travelled  a  mile  by  the  shore,  I  i  J 
five  or  six  of  the  natives,  who  ou  sight  of 
them  iled.    Lighting  on  their  track,  ibcy 
followed  theTn  till  night,  but  the  thicket 
through  which  they  had  to  pass,  the  weight 
of  their  armour,  and  their  ihuilitij  after  a 
long  voyage,  rendered  them  an  unequal 
match  in  point  of  travelling  to  these  nimble 
sons  of  nature.    They  rested  at  length  by  a 
\ 

Corslet,  s.;  armor  to  guard  the  bfClit  i— X? 
feeblenecss. 
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spring,  which  afforded  them  the  first  refresh- 
ing draught  of  American  wati  r. 

During  their  excursion,  they  found  in  mm 
place  a  deer-trap  made  by  bending  i  young 
tree  to  the  earth,  with  a  noose  und  • 
covered  with  acorns.    .Mr.  Bradford's  foot 
was  caught  in  the  trap3  from  m  hich 
panions  disengaged  him.  and  all  wen 
with  the  ingenuity  of  the  device,    [nanol  i 
place  they  found  an  Indian  burying-gi  I, 
and  in  one  of  the  graves,  an  i 
bow  and  arrows,  and  other  impli  n 
of  which  they  carefully  rep 
they  would  not  violate  the  Ttpoiiloriti  of 
the  dead.    They  also  found  a  cellar,  care* 
fully  lined  with  bark,  and  cov<  red  with 
containing  about  four  bush  I  corn 
on  the  ears,  well  secured  ;  and  after  i«  awn- 
ing on  the  morality  of  the  action,  tfry  t,,ok 
as  much  of  the  com  tia  they  could  carry,  in- 
tending, when  they  should  find  the  owners, 

yiplatifV.  a  ;  to  injure  *>x  <:  -  •  U  f  -■  '  r 
place  where  any  thing  ii  Micijf  Iftid  uj>. 
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to  pay  them  to  their  satisfactii  n.  ( 
third  day,  they  arrived  at  the  ship, 
and  welcome,  and  delivered  their  corn  into 
the  common  store.    The  I 
to  keep  it.  tor  seed,  and  pa j  the  own 
lull  value,  when  they  should  have  opportu- 
nity.    When  the  shallop  was  ready,  tv.  <••;?;- 
four  of  the  company  ventured  again  to  the 
same  place,  for  further  discovery,  having 
captain  Jones  for  their  commander,  with  t«n 
of  his  men  in  the  long  boat.    The  wind 
being  high  and  the  sea  rough, the  ~ 
came  to  anchor,  while  a  part  -  f  th  i 
crossed  on  shore  from  the  long  boat,  and 
travelled  as  they  suppose 
directing  the  shallop  to  follow  them  tin  i 
morning.     The  iveathci   iva  col 
snow,  am!  the  people  having  no  ihelt<  r,  I 

such  colds  as  were  afterward^  fatal  t«>  man) 
of  them. 

Before  noon  the  next  day,  ihe  shallop  took 
them  on  board,  and   sail*  d   M  the  p' 
which   they   named   Cold    Harbor.     11  ;' 
d  3 
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after  shooting  some  geese  and  duck^.  ol 
which  they  made  R  repast,  they  went  in 
search  of  seed-corn,  and  gathered  to  the 
amount  of  ten  bushels.  The  ground  \  to 
covered  with  snow,  but  the  cellars  were 
known  by  the  heaps  of  sand,  and  the  frozen 
earth  was  penetrated  with  their  >\\ 
This  corn,  and  a  quantity  of  beans  preserved 
in  the  same  manner,  they  took  on  the  same 
condition  as  before,  and  the  natives  \\«  re 
paid  for  it  six  months  after,  by  Govei  r 
Bradford.    The  acqui 

always  regarded  as  a  particular  fafof  of  di- 
vine Providence,  without  which  the  colony 
could  not  hare  subsisted^    Captain  J  . 
returned  in  the  shall  on  with  t he  corn,  nnd 
fifteen  of  the  wea 

eighteen  who  remained,  marched  further 
into  the  woods,  and  discovi  red  a  mound  oi 
earth,  which  was  found  to  contain  only  hu- 
man bones,  with  such  aruw.  HitnsiU  and  or- 
naments, as  are  usualh  deposited  in  Indian 

Acq uisition^M, ;  the  at l  of  acquiring ;  Ibc  thing  • 
—  Utensil)  s.;  an  iustrutuciit  flir  u*t! 
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graves;  and  nut  far  distant,  two  Jet  rted 
wigwams,  with  their  furniture,  and  al  • 
preserved  venison. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  shall  p,  I  .  |  N 
turned  to  the  ship  on  the  lirst  of  December. 
During  their  absence;,  a  child 
board  the. shin,  ana  nr.med  Pen '_rrm<\      \  1 1 •  * r 
a  consultation,  it  was  agreed  that  Governor 
Carver,  with  nine  of  the   principal  M6D, 
:houM  go  out  in  the  shallop  round  the  j 
to  find  a  proper  place  for  settlement,  Ind  on 
the  sixth  of  December  they  set  out.  The 
weather  was  so  col  l  that  the  spray  of  the 
sea  fro;:e  on  their  coats,  encasing  them  with 
ice  like  coats  of  iron.    They  sailed  l>y  the 
eastern  shore'of  the  bay  as  they  judg  J  six 
or  seven  leagues,  until  they  •  m  ■  11 1  w  i 

of  land,v  now  railed  Billingsgate  lV>HFitj  Wed 

of  Wrlliieet  Iforbor.    'i'h  -y  bote  Qp  to  j  m\ 
;he  point,  and  as  they  came  noar  the  shon 
they  saw  ten  or  twelve  Indians,  cuttinj  Op 

•  IViv/rinr  WJllto.    lie  [KM    '  -  •  J  '  PC  I  f 
mu  constitution,  which  !»«•  irt  flird  *  >  1 
died  at  Matshfiold,  .M.i  ».,&  Jo!)  ,  1704 
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a  grampus,  who,  on  sight  of  tlx  m  fled,  carry- 
ing with  them  the  pieces  of  the  lidi.  Tiny 
landed  at  the  distance  of  a  leqgae  <>r  more, 
.with  difficulty, on  account  of  the  Rat  son 
and  built  a  barricarfo,  and  placing  sentim  Is 
around  them,  they  laid  down  to  rest.  The 
next  morning,  they  divided  themselves  into 
two  parties,  eight  in  the  shallop,  ond  the 
rest  on  shore,  for  further  discovery.  To  the 
bay,  they  gave  the  name  i  f  Grampus  Bay, 
because  they  saw  there  many  fish  of  that 
species.  They  tracked  the  Indians  on  the 
sand,  and  found  a  path  into  the  wood*, 
which  they  followed  a  Lrr  nit  ivay,  until  they 
came  to  eld  cornfield?,  and  a  spacious  bury- 
ing-ground,  enclosed  with  pnUs.  At  the 
close  of  the  day  they  came'  back  to  meet 
the  shallop,  and  all  but  six,  who  remained 
on  board,  slept  on  shore  und< 
barricade  and  a  guard. 
The  next  rooming,  Dec  ?j  at  dawn  of 

fimmjms,  9.  j  a  kiml  r>f  wrha  "  •  * 

tification. —  Pair,  $,  ;  a  fence  made  <•!*  pieces  vf  wood 
driven  into  the  ground. 
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day,  they  were  surprised  with  the  xvar-rry  of 
the  natives,  and  a  flight  of  arrows.  Thejr 
seized  their  arms,  and  on  the  first  rl ■■•  tree 
of  musketry,  the  Fndians  all  fled  b  it 
stout  man.  who  stood  throe  shots  behind  a 
tree,  and  then  retired,  as  they  supposed, 
wounded.    They  took  up  eighteen  arrows, 
headed  either  with  brass,  deer's  horns,  Cm 
birds'  claws,  which  they  sent  as  a  present  '  > 
their  friends  in  England.    Aa  tl  •  J   i"  -rc 
sailing  further  along  the  roast,  a  storm  «  arnc 
on,  their  rudder  broke,  the  masts  i  ,rnng, 
and  the  sails  fell  oveiboird.    In  lfii«  P«* 
situation,  steering  with  two  oars.  wind 
and  tide  carried  them  into  a  <•<  N(,«  and  it 
being  dark.tlley  were  in  immin  m  ,!  1 
At  this  critical  moment,  a  stOU  »eaman  ttho 
was  steering,  called  to  them  *  P*  abouli 
and  row  hard,  and  this  ofibft  ?^) 
them  into  a  fair  sound,ar.d  'nd(  1  :i  I    -  ", 
land,  Where   they   came       >>'   l*  ™  1  r 

W,ir-fT\(,  $. ;  a  Iiidoou&en  i  1 
nil  of  attack.-- Rudder  ,s.;\ 
iiiinJwr  p^rt  ot  ft  VMtfiMf  1  by  Whl 


About  midnight,  tlio  sevetitj  of  the  weather 
made  it  necessary  that  they  should  go  on 
shore  and  kindle  a  fire,  which  they  did,  and 
rested  in  safety.  In  the  morning  lb  v  *  .. 
themselves  on  a  small,  uninhabited  '.-land, 
which  has  ever  since  been  called  Clark's 
Island,  from  the  name  of  the  first  man,  (the 
mate  of  the  ship,)  who  stepped  on  shore. 
H»<upe  they  staid  all  the  next  day,  drying 
clothes,  cleaning  their  fire  arms,  and  repair- 
ing their  shallop.  The  following  day  being 
sabbath,  they  rested. 

On  J londay,  Dec.  U.  corresponding  to 
Dec.  23,  V.  iV.,  thev  surveyed  and  sounded 
the  boy,  »Wiich  they  described  to  be  a  good 
harbor  for  Slipping,  containing  two  small 

.V.  S..  Afetfl  -  >/>.    Thi*  N-'w  Style  took  plw  in 
1752.   The  year  ,\{{r\\  bad  previou  iy  .  •  n 
as  beginning  on  t»  .  03  0f  \|iri  ]:. 

on  the  first  of  Jamuvv  The  of  &  ptenibec  waa  now 
dated  the  14. eleven  ays  Doing ttric  •  n  ••  • 
dar.  This  refonntoi<  ^  fff  x\v.  calendar,  rendl  n  «1  ncc«*«- 
sary  bv  the  precewior  0f  t»<]uiuox,  had  been  nude 
by  rope  Gregory  XI  1  , : ,  |>;.  but  though  H  ■  1 
readily  embraced  in  nJ-KomtJi  Catholic  eoan tries,  Pro- 
testants were  slow  t'>  r«  ,  jvc  improvement,  bow 
useful,  from  tho  1"!  '  i;,,,,,,. 
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uninhabited  islands,  with  great  store  of  low  Is 
and  fish)  besides  shell  tish  in  abundance. 
The  same  clay  they  went  on  shore,  and  as 
they  marched  into  the  land,  they  found  corn- 
fields and  brooks,  and  a  very  good  situation 
for  building.  With  this  joyful  news,  lb  y 
returned  to  the  company,  and  on  the  16  of 
December  the  ship  came  to  anchor  in 
bay,  with  all  the  passengers,  except  tour  who 
had  died  at  Cape  Cod. 

Having  surveyed  the  land  as  well  a-  the 
season  would  allow,  they  pitched  upon  a 
high  ground,  on  the  S.  W.  side  of  the  hill, 
w  hich  was  cleared  of  wood,  and  bad  formerly 
been  planted.    Under  the  louth  Bale,  »  • 
k'a  verv  sweet  brook,  in  the  Ctltrano  D( 
which  the  shallop  and  boatl  could  be  .se- 
cured, and  many  delicate  spring!  of  a-  S 
water  as  could  be  drank." ■    On  thtiopj 
>ide  of  the  brook  was  a  cleared  field, 
beyond  it  a  commanding  omittance,  which 

they  selected  ;!S  a  suitable  sj-nt  ft*  ■  : 
They  wrnt  immediately  t<>  work.  la\im: 
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house-lots,  and  a  street, and  pfepatfag  and 
carrying  timber,  and  before  the  end  of  De- 
cember, though  much  interrupted  by  stormy 
weather,  the  death  of  two,  and  Itdtae*  of 
.many  of  their  number,  they  fed  erected  a 
store-house,  in  which  their  goods  wore  de- 
posited, under  a  guard,  TworowaoThdchei 
were  begun,  and  as  fast  tts  they  m  re  C  • 
ed,  the  people,  who  were  classed  into  nine- 
teen families,  eame  ashore,  and  lodged  in 
them.    On  Sabbath  day,  I  >  •  .  31,  | 
tended  divine  service  f,,r  t;,,    fjr.t  t 

sliore,  arid  named  tii  -  place  Ply*oc*h« 
partly  because  the  harbor  tvai  M>  called  on 
Captain  Smith's  map.  arid  partly  in  remem- 
brance of  the  kindnesses  they  r<  ceived  from 
the  people  of  Plymouth,  the  lust  port  in  th«ir 
native  country  from  which  they  railed. 

On  the  14  Of  Jan..«*ar!\  m  the  morning, 
as  (Jov.  Carver  and  Mr.  Bradford  lav  Mck 
in  the  store-house,  the  thatched  roof  caught 
fire,  and  w  is  soon  consumed,  but  bj  the 
spirited  exertions  of  the  people  on  shoru 
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the  lower  part  of  th  j  building,  where  were  de- 
posited their  guns  and  ammunition,  was  pre- 
served. Those  on  board  the  ship  were 
greatly  alarmed  by  the  appearance  of  the 
fire,  as  they  feared  it  was  from  an  attack  by 
the  nati\es;  but  on  account  of  the  tide, 
could  not  come  to  assist.  What  added  to 
the  alarm,  two  of  the  men,  who  had  Ktl 
into  the  woods,  were  missing,  but  in  the 
evening  they  found  their  way  home,  Dead) 
exhausted  with  hunger,  fatigue  and  cold. 

The  bad  weather  and  severe  hardships 
to  which  they  were  exposed,  in  a  <  Innate 
more  rigorous  than  they  had  been  accus- 
tomed  to,  with  the  unhealthy  habits  con- 
tracted by  living  so  long  at  sea,  cau*  J  ft 
gr<  at  mortality  among  them  in  the  winter. 
Hefore  the  month  of  April,  im  ui\  00 
of  tiiem  died.  Capt.  Jones  also  lost  hall 
of  his  men. 

By  the  beginning  of  March,  Govcrnoi 
Cancr  was  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  auk  lo 
walk  three  miles  to  vUit  a  pond  whl 
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been  discovered  )y  Francis  Billington,  and 
has  ever  since  borne  the  name  of  the  di>co\- 
erer.    This  pond  proved  to  be  lh(  h 
the  brook  which  inns  by  the  town. 

Hitherto  they  had  not  seen  an\  of  the 
natives  at  this  place.  The  mortal  pesti- 
lence which  (raged  through  the  country  94»ur 
years  previous,  had  almost  depopulated  n. 
One  remarkable  cireumManee-  respectin:  .; 
was  not  known  till  after  the  settlement  of 
Plymouth.  A  French  ship  had  b( 
ed  on  Cape  Cod,  and  the*  men  ail  de*trn\cd 
except  three  or  four,  who  were  retained  as 
slaves.  One  of  them  1'  amed  their  lanizuaire 
so  far  as  to  tell  them  ih.it  "  God  waa  angry 
with  them  for"  their  cm  Ity,  and  would  de- 
stroy them  and  give  their  country  to  another 
people."'  They  replied,  that  "  the)  were 
too  many  for  God  to  kill."'  ll<  answer^  . 
that  "if  thev  were  ever  so  many,  <b»l  had 
ways  to  kill  them  they  kfl$w  Dpi  of."  \\  hi  D 
the  pestilence  (probably  the  yellow  fever) 


Depopulate, v .  a  ;  to  »i.  |»rivr  "t  j 
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raged  among  them,  they  remembered  lh( 
Frenchman's  words,  and  when  the  Plynp 
settlers  came,  the  few  survivors  itn  g 
that  the  other  part  of  his  prediction 
soon  to  be  fulfilled.    The  Indian 
convened  and  performed  their  inca 
in  a  dark  swamp,  three  days  BUG  Bssively, 
with  a  view  to  curse  and  destroy  the  M  W 
comers.    Had  they  known  of  the  morl 
among  the  colonists,  they  would  doubtl  - 
have  rejoiced  at  the  success  of  their  i  nd 
ors,  and  might  have  taken  ad vai 
weakness  to  destroy  them;  but  the  Mm 
had  other  designs,  and  was  pleased  to  | 
this  feeble  vine  in  the  wilden* 

On  the  16  of  March,  LG21,  the  spun- 
being  so  far  advanced  as  to  invito  theSI  If 
make  their  gardens,  an  Indian  Idl) 
into  the  street  of  Plymouth  ak>n<  .  Mid  i  s- 
claimed,  "  Welcome,  Englishmen  !  We\ 
come  Englishmen       H<-   wai  tall  and 


Potent? ,  j. ;  Indian  j»rio*t.—  Iur<mt< 
»  iicM.mtMu'nt 
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straight;  be  wore  his  hair  long  \>  bind 
short  before,  and  carried  a  bow  and 
arrows.     His  name  was  Samoset  H 
came  from  the  eastward,  and  had  1.  am< 
the  fishermen  to  speak  broken  English*  H< 
was  kindly  received,   and  informed  that 
nearly  all  his  countrymen  bad  been  IM 
away  by  war  and  pestilence;  that  the  pla<  • 
where  they  were,  was  called  Patux<  I 
though  once  populous,  ever)  human 
in  it  had  died  of  the  desolating  li 
He  informed  the  in  concernim*  the  nearest 
tribes  of  Indians,  some  of  whom 
of  resentment  against  the  Europeans,  on 
account  of  Hunt,  a  ship-master,  who  had 
some  years  before  decoyed  on  board  his 
vessel  several  of  Uic  nativi  i,  and  sold  them 
abroad  for  slave-  ;  and  that  they  had  k 
several    English  fishermen, 
Frenchmen  aforenamed  r  in  rcvci  II- 
also  promised  to  see  some  lools  r<  ^<»n  .! 
which  the  colonists  had  lost  from  the  woods, 
and  that  he  would  bring  some  of  the  native! 
to  trade  with  them. 
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Being  dismissed  with  ;i  present,  he  !•  turn- 
ed with  five  more  of  the  native-,  bringing 
tiic  tools,  and  a  few  skin-  for  tra 
moset  remained  at  Plymouth  after  the  otlu  r 
had  departed,  who  promised  to  return 
with  more  skins.  As  they  did  not  r«  turn 
moset  was  sent  to  enquire  the  reason;  and  on 
the  '22,  he  came  hack,  in   company  i 
Squanto,  the  only  native  of  Patux<  t  I 
living.    He  was  one  of  those  whom  Hunt 
had  carried  away,  was  a  rid  in  Spam,  had 
lived  in  London,  learned  the  English 
gunge,  and  returned  to  America  with  I 
fishermen.    These  two  W<  re  at  this!  I 
sent  by  Massaspit,  sachem  of  the  VVamp  im- 
peags,  who  resided  at  Pokanok<  t.  I  i 
nounct  his  coming,  and  bring  m< 
a  present.    In  about  an  hour,  tin- 
appeared  on  a  hill  over  against  tin  to 
with  his  brother  and  his  whole  force  of 
men.    Squanto  was  sent  to  kftow  \w»  pi-  in 

Sachfmf*.  ;  a  cliicf.— Annmuu  < .  »■  •  I  ,n  r; 
maki?  knbwn 


56 


JOHN  CARVEH 


ure,  and  returned  with  the  E 

that  one  of  the  company  should  come  to 

him.    Edward  Winslow  imm<  wren! 

alone,  carrying  a  present  in  hi* 

the  governor's  compliments,  desirinj 

the  sachem  and  enter  on  a  friendly 

Massasoit  left  Winslow  in  the 

brother,  to  whom  another  present  \\  u  m  ide, 

and  descended  the  hill  with  twentj  i  f  hii 

men  unarmed,  to  the  brook.  Hen 

met  by  Captain  St;   dish  with  his  I 

escorted  to  one  of  the  best  houscSyWhen  i  ;  n 

cusliions  were  placed  on  agr<  nrug  id 

over  the  iloor.    The  governor  i 

ceded  by  the  drum  and  trumpet,  the  sound 

of  which  greatly  delighted  the  I 

After  mutual  salutations  t!i-  l">\<  rn-r  I  :  — 

ing  his  majesty's  hand,  refreshments  were 

ordered.    A  treaty  of  friendship  was  then 

agreed  upon,  which  being  lionCstl)  intended 

on  both  sides,  was  kept  with  inviolable  fidcl- 

Treaty,  $,  ;  bargain,  nrrr«>tintion. —  (*/.«/#*</ y,  s.  ;  c«f<\ 
security. —  /nnWaWc,  a.  ;  iwfctoken.— Meaty,  0,  i  hon- 
esty, faithfulnesi 
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////  above  fifty  jiars.    The  oNrticId  of  tie 
treaty  w  ore  the  following  :    "*That  neilhci 
he  nor  bis  should  injure  any  of  ours  ;  that  it 
they  should,  he  would  send   the  offend  I 
that  we  might  punish  him  :  that  it  our  tooK 
were  taken  away,  he  would  restore  tliem  : 
and  if  ours  did  any  harm  to  any  of  his.  Wi 
w»>uld  do  the  like  to  them  :  that  if  any  un- 
justly warred  against  him.  we  would 
h  in.  and  it  any  warred  agtiinst  us,  he  should 
aid  u< :  that  he  should  certify  Iris  neighbor 
t\  nftdcratcs  of  this,  thai  they  might  not 
wrong  us,  but  be  comprised  in  the  Condi- 
tions of  peace ;  that  when  his  men  came  to 
sec  us  they  should  leave  thtfir  bo#i  and 
arrows  behind  *  tiiem.  and  \\  <    shouM  l( 
our  pieces  when  we  eamr  Do  llietll  j  that  in 

doroa  thus  king  laroca  would  i  -t<  em  him  i 

h;<  friend  and  ally."  Alter  Cdndutdfflg  i'"1 
treaty,  the  governor  eoiidmti  <1  Masaasoit  In 
the  brook,  when  they  tefflW  Wd  I  H  h  i  I 


i  ottfidt  rait .  s. ;  am  ally.  -Comj>r 
contain 
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and  parted,    -'he  next  day  the  sachem  sent 
for  some  of  the  English  to  visit  him  at  his 
camp.    Capt.  Standish  and  Mr.  Isaac  Allcr- 
ton  accordingly  went,  and  were  kindly  re- 
ceived,  and  treated  with  ground-nuts  and 
tobacco.    The  sacftem  then  returned  hi  m 
but  Sqqanto  and  Bamoset  remained,  and 
taught  the  people  how  to  plant  their  corn 
and  dress  it  with  herrings-,  of  which  £rcat 
quantities  came  into  the  brookb.  The? 
planted  twenty  acres  with  corn,  and  sowed 
six  acres  with  barley  and  peas.    The  former 
yielded  an  indifferent  cr  >p,  but  the  1  itfc  r 
were  destroyed  by  drought. 

While  they  were  all  engaged  in  the  I 
on  the  5  or  April,  (the  day  on  which  the 
ship  sailed  for  England,)  govei  i  I  urer 
came  out  of  the  field  at  noon,  complaining 
of  a  pain  in  his  head,  caused  by  the  intmsc 
heat  of  the  sun.  It  *oon  deprived  him  of 
his  senses,  and  in  a  few  days  [ait  an  end  to 
his  life,  to  the  great  grief  of  (he  infant 
colony.    He  was  buried  with  all  (he  honor* 
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which  could  be  shown  to  the  memory  of  a 
good  man  by  a  grateful  people.    Hil  affi 
tionate  wife,  overcome  with  her  loss, 
vived  him  but  a  few  weeks. 

Mr.  Carver  is  represented  as  a  man  oi 
great  prudence,  integrity,  and  firmness  of 
mind.  Ho  had  a  good  estate  in  England, 
which  he  spent  in  the  emigration  to  Holland 
and  Vmetica.    He  was  one  of  the  foremost 

ill  action,  and  bore  a  large  -hare  of  Suffer- 
ing in  the  service  of  the  colony,  who  con- 
fided in  him  as  their  friend  and  father 
Piety,  humility  and  benevolence  were  emi- 
nent traits  in  his  character.  U  is 
of  him  that  in  |he  time-  of  the  general  i 

ness which  befel  the  colony,  and  with  which 

he  himself  was  affected* aft*  r  lw  bad  "  cov- 
ered he  was  assiduous  in  attending  the  rick, 
and  performing  for  them  the  most  humiliat- 
ing services,  without  an]  distinction  <•!  pa 
sons  or  characters.  One  of  his  grandsons 
lived   to  the  a&Co£  lU  J  veais  ;  and  in  the 

.Issuiuous.  a.  :  constant  in  application 


;.r>'.\  \u!>  w  IXSLOW. 


year  1765,  he,  his  son.  grandson  mid  gr<  :ii 
grandson,  were  all  at  the  same  time  at  work 
in  the  same  field,  while  an  infant  of  tin-  tilth 
generation  was  within  the  house,  at  Mardi- 
field.  Descendants  are  yet  numeron*  jn 
New  England. 

The  memory  of  Lr,>vrrnor  Carver  W  still 
held  in  esteem;  a  township  in  Massachu- 
setts bears  his  name,  and  several  vess 
have  been  honored  with  tin'  renerabK  ap- 
pellation of  Carver. 


EDWAK1)  WIXSLOM  . 

Tins  eminently  useful  [JCtvon  *ts  thei  Id- 
est  son  of  a  gentleman  Of  the  sninc  name, 
of  Droitwich.  in  V\r6ra  «torfhin  .  !'  I 
where  he  vvas  born  ill  L01M.    Of  in-  <<iu<.i- 
tion  and  tir^t  appearance  in  life,  wc  hi n i  no 
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knowledge.    In  the  C( 
the  continent  of  Europe,  he  bee  im< 
quainted  with  ]SIr.  Robinson  and  the  chu 
under  his  pastoral  care  at  Leyden,  when 
settled  and  married.     He  united  with 
church,  and  upon  their  removal  to  \ 
came  over  with  the  first  company.   His  Dan  6 
is  the  third  in  the  list  of  those  w  ho  - 
scribed  the  covenant  of  incorporation  before 
they  disembarked  at  Cape  Cod.    His  family 
then  consisted  of  his  wife  and  thr(  •    >Un  l 
persons.    He  was  one  of  the  committee 
which  coasted  the  bay  of  Cape  O 
discovered  the  harbor  of  Plymou  L— and 
when  the  sachem  Massasoit  came  to  i 
the   strangers,  he  offered    hims<  If  Bi  B 
hostage  while  a  conference  was  held  ai 
treaty  was  made  with  the  savage  | 
His  wife  died  soon  after  his  arrival,  Bnd  t'1 
following  spring  he  married  Susannah  W 
widow  of  Wm.  White,  and  moth  rof  P 


Hostage, s.  ;  one  given  in  pledge  for  security 
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grine;  the  first  child  horn  in  \eu  England. 
This  was  the  first  marriage  solemniz(  d  in 
the  colony. 

In  June,  he  went,  in  company  with  - 
Hopkins,  to  visit  the  sachem  V 
Pokanoket.    They  loft  Plymouth  with  Tis- 
quantum  as  a  guide,  on  the  10  of  June. 
On  the  way  they  wen-  pestered  with  ten  or 
twelve  of  the  natives,  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren, returning  to  Namasket  from  tlie  hoy 
where  they  resorted  during  the  summer  to 
live  on  the  lobsters  which  abounded  there. 
At  Namasket,  the  inhabitants  joyful 
taincd  the  m  in  the  best  manner  llici  could 
giving  them  a  kind  of  bread,  the  spawn  of 
shad,  and  boiled  musty  acorns.    I  as  • 
further,  at  a  fishing-place  of  the  Indians, 
where  bass  were  plenty,  they  spent  the  night, 
being  welcomed  by  the  Indians.  They 
lodged  in  the  open  air.    The  g 
good  and  mostly  cleared,    The  country  had 
been  depopulated  bj  a  plfigue  some  \«;n^ 
previous.     The}-   were   accompanied  the 
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hitter  part  of  the  journey  by  six  Indian* 
who  shewed  them  much  kindness,  and  assist- 
ed them  through  nil  the  way.  The  coantr) 
was  every  where  well  watered.  Marks  of 
former  habitation  appeared  all  alon::  tin- 
river — good  oak,  walnut,  fir,  beech,  and  vet] 
great  chestnut  trees,  grew  tin  re. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  house  of  Mas- 
sasoit,  he  was  not  at  hoitoe,  but  being  sw  n( 
for,  they  saluted  him  when  he  came  With  B 
discharge  of  lire  arm-.  I  [e  kindly  wel<  oin- 
ed  them  into  house,  and  they  presented 
him  a  chains  which  they  put  about  hi<  nock, 
and  a  coat  on  his  back,  "and  hi  was  nol  ■ 
little  proud  toj^ehold  himself,* Mid  his  m  n 
also  to  see  their  king  lo  biravcty  attired*91 
He  told  them  they  Acre  welcome,— th.  I  h 
would  irladlv  continue  the  peace  slid  firu  nd- 
ship  that  was  between  tin m. — that  hit  n  n 
should  no  more  pester  them,  and  Uufl  n 

would  M  ud  to  Pacomet.  and  help  tin  m  to 
SCed  IJOm  at  their  request.     II"  Ml  n  Uin 

to  his  rncnTto  whnm  he  made  a  gn  it  s|    •  h 


64 


EDWARD  WIN5L0W. 


and  told  them  he  was  commander  of 
country,  and  that  they  must  bring  th<  it  ai 
to  the  English.  Their  answer  was,  confirm- 
ing and  applauding  all  he  had  said.  He 
then  "  cut  tobacco  and  fell  a  talking,"  and 
told  them  (the  English)  not  to  stiller  the 
French  to  pome  to  Narrowhiganset,  for  it 
was  kini^  James' country,  and  he  w;i-  king 
James'  man.  It  grew  late,  but  he  offered 
them  no  food,  for  he  had  none.  So  they 
went  to  rest,  the  sachem  and  his  wife  and 
the  English  all  on  one  bed,  wli 
of  planks,  w  ith  a  thin  mat  spread  upon  them. 
Two  more  of  his  men  press*  <1  by  and  ui  on 
them  for  want  of  room, so  that  they  were 
worse  wearied  by  their  lodging  than  their 
journey.  The  next  day  many  of  tip  petty 
sachems  and  many  oth»T  <>t  tin  ir  n  <  n  .  m- 
to  see  them,  and  amu-od  thcifl  with 
Massasoit  at  noon  gave  them  a  meal  of  fish, 
— the  only  meal  th(  V  h  :«l  in  two  1 1 1 _i ! i t -  and 
a  day.  They  declined  accepting  in>  invita- 
tion to  stay  longer.  1m  eati^e  tin  y  would  keep 
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the  sabbath  at  home,  and  M  feared  the? 
should  be  lightheaded  for  want  of  sleep/' 
"  For  what  with  bad  lodging  and  barban-u- 
lodging,  (they  used  to  sing  themselves  to 
sleep)  vermin  within  doors  and  musquetocs 
without,  they  could  hardly  sleep  all  the  time 
of  their  stay/'  On  Friday  morn  they  de- 
parted, Massasoit  being  grieved  and  ashamed 
that  he  could  entertain  them  DO  better  lb- 
furnished  them  with  another  guide,  lending 
Tisquantuin  from  place  to  place  to  procure 
truck  for  them.  Those  who  visit  Indian- 
must  be  content  to  fare  as  Indians  d<». — 
they  are  hospitable,  but  endure  abstinence. 

Mr.  Winslow's  next  escarsion  are*  I 
to  Monahigon,  an  island  near  the  mouth  ol 
Penobscot  bay,  to  procure  bread  from  the 
fishing  vessels  which  came  totfceeasfc  meet* 
in  1622.    This  supply,  though  no!  la 

was  freely  given  tOlbe  suffering  eolonjT? 
amount-d  to  one  quart*  rof  a  p«mnd  10  I 
person  daily  till  next  harvest.    By  mean  -  <»l 


I'crmtn.  s.  ;  hurtful  Ulim  ill 
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this  excursion,  they  became  acquaint  d  with 
the  coa-t,  pf  whicli  knowledge  tljej  after- 
vvaids  availed  themselves  for  the  beiu  fit  of 
traffic  with  the  natives.  In  1623  news 
came  that  Massasoit  was  sick  j  and  a-  w  wa* 
a  commendable  manner  of  the  Indians  t«» 
visit  people  when  sick, was  thought  proper 
to  visit  him,  and  Mr.  Win- low  and  Mr. 
Hamden,*  with  Hobomuk  for  a  guide.  -  t 
out.  While  on  their  journey,  the)  v. 
told  by  several  Indians  thai  Mussasoit  was 
dead.  Hobornok  wished  t-»  return  immedi- 
ately, but  Mr.  Window  said  if  Massasoit 
were  dead.  Corbitanl  were  lik<  h  to  su<  <•<  • d 
him.  and  as  they  were  near  his  n  n  .  il 
would  be  best  to  visit  lum  and  try  t«»  secure 
his  friendship,  though  at  a  risk  to  U*  r  per- 
sonal safety-  So  thej  ;ut  ni|  ted  it.  leaving 
the  event  to  (lod.  Ilobotuok,  as  Mi.  Wal- 
low says  in  his  journal,  m  tli  i  anguish  of  a 
troubled  spirit,  brtike  lortli  into  these  speoch- 

*  Supposed  by  iftnte  iurthon  t--  ihr  J  hn  //  •»/*/'» 
aflcrwanls  disttngaiahed  in  Kngland  by  hit  ■pirilQQOp- 
position  to  the  arbitrary  dermuufatof  Chariot  1 
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es — "  My  Loving  sachem,  to  I 
any  like  thee!"    Then  turning  to  n 
.-aid — "  While  I  lived  I  should  oevet  M  • 
like  among  the  Indians.    He  was  no 
was  not  bloody  and  cruel  tike  0 
in  anger  and  passion  :  he  wai  -  on 
ciled  towards  such  as  had  offended  li 
ruled  by  reason  in  such  measure  as  he  would 
not  scorn  the  advice  of  mean  men  ; 
that  he  governed  his  men  better  with  few 
strokes  than  others  did  with  many; — Irulj 
loving  where  he  loved. — yea,  he  fi 
had  not  a  faithful  friend  left  among  the  In- 
dians ; — shewing  how  oft  he  had  restTfl  i  d 
their  malice.    He  continued  a  long  &|  i 
with  such  sign£  of  unfeigned  sorrow  as 
would  have  made  the  hardest  heart  n  lent, 

On  arriving  at  Mattapuyst,  where  Corbi- 
tant  lived,  he  was  not  at  home*  but  his  squat* 
sachem  was  friendly.  Having  ascertained 
that  Massasoit  was  still  living, the)  proceed- 
ed to  his  house,  whirl)  thuv  found  full  ol 
men  using  charms  for  him. — making  such  a 
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noise  as  to  hurt  those  who  wi  re  well  AJ 
him  were  eight  or  ten  men  and  v,  . 
chafing  his  legs  and  arms.     Wb<  D  I 
charms  wcie  over,  thev  told  him  "  VVil 
was  come  to  see  him.    He  was 
told  Mr.  Winslow  he  should  nevei 
again.    Mr.  Window  told  him  tin.' 
was  sorry  for  his  si<  kn     .  could  not  i  • 
but  had  sent  him  soipethiqg  to  take,  whi  h 
he  desired,  and  Mr.  Winslow  gave  himsom 
conserves  on  the  point  <»1  in-  knife,  kvl 
swallowed.  This  rejoiced  thos<  n, 
as  they  .-aid  he  had  not  tasti  d  an) 
two  days  before.    Hi-  tongue  was  1 
and  so  swelled  that  ii<:  could  DOl  <  al  su(  h 
meat  as  they  had.    Mr.  \\  in-low  K  i  :••  I 
his  tongue  and  \\a.di<  d  Ins  mouth, 
him  more,  which  tic  swallowed  more  readiU  . 
Then  he  wanted  drink,  and  Mr.  IVintlo* 
gave  him  water  with  tome  of  Jibe  confection 
dissolved  in  it,  and  presently  his  si^ht  came. 
Then  Mr.  Winslow  told  hun  if  ho  would 
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send  men  to  Plymouth  he  ihould  have 
chickens  for  broth,  and  other  things,  which 
pleased  him  much  ;  and  the  nu  n  \\<  re  nt. 
with  a  letter  from  Mr.  Winslow.  MtSSfr- 
soit  then  desired  Mr.  W,  to  kill  a  fowl  and 
make  him  such  broth  as  lie  had  seen  at  Ply- 
mouth :  hut  his  "  stomach  c:on » ii j lt. "  Im 
could  not  wait,  and.  says  Mr.  \Vin-l<>w.  ••  I 
caused  a  woman  to  bruise  some  corn,  and 
take  the  Hour  from  it,  and  let  the  biol  •  D 
corn  in  a  pipkin. — for  they  bate  aarthen 
pots  of  all  sizes.  When  the  day  bieke,  we 
went  out  to  seek  herbs,  and,  it  b<  ing  the 
middle  of  March,  could  find  nothing  but 
strawberry  leaves,  of  which  1  gathered  a 
handful  and  ] >n t  in  the  same;  and  bcCOU* 
I  had  nothing  to  relish  it.  1  w i nt  forth 
again,  and  pulled  up  a  sastaftai  IMC,  and 
slicfcfj  a  piece,  and  boiled  it  till  it  had  ■ 
good  reli>h.  Of  this  broth  1  gave  him  I 
pint,  which  be  liked  areH-    Am  r  thhf 

sjgbf  mended,  and  he  look  WM€  PCft  I 
morning  he  caused  me  to  spend  in 
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among  the  tick  in  the  town,  requesting  toe 
to  wash  their  mouths  and  give  them  some  of 
what  I  gave  him.    This  pains  I  took  willing- 
ly, though  it  wore  much  offensive  to  me. 
When  the  messengers  returned,  finding  his 
stomach  come  to  him,  he  would  not  have 
the  chickens  killed,  hut  kept  them  for  breed.' 
Neither  durst  wc  give  htm  physic,  because 
he  was  so  much  altered,  not  doubting  of  his 
recovery  if  he  were  careful.    On  his  recov- 
ery, he  broke  forth  as  follows  :  4  \o\v  1  sec 
the  English  are  my  friends  and  love 
while  I  live  I  shall  never  forget  ihii  kind- 
ness they  have  showed  m <•.'    He  informed 
Hobomok  privately  of  a  plot  of  th<  I 
against  Weston's  colony.    Being  fitted  foi 
our  return,  we  took  leave  of  him,  who  re- 
turned thanks  to  our  governor  and  abo  to 
ourselves  for  our  labor  mid  love  :  the  like  did 
all  that  were  about  him — W  WQ  d6|  nt  d.M 

In  autumn, the  same  year  Mr.  \\",; 
went  to  England  as  ngi  nt  few  the  colons  I  i 
give  an  account  oi  tii«  n  proc<  cdingi  to  the 
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adventurers,  and  procure   such  things  a> 
were  necessary.    While  there  he  pub!  h  d 
a  narrative  of  the  settlement  and  trail 
tions  of  the  colony  at  Plymouth,  and*  r  this 
title:  tcGood  News  from  Nen  Eng 
a  relation  of  things  remarkable  in  that  Plant- 
ation, by  Edward  Winslow."    Thw  work  if 
abridged  in  Purchas'  Pilgrims,  and  has  been 
of  great  service  to  all  succeeding  historians. 
To  it  he  subjoined  an  account  of  the  man- 
ners and  customs,  religious  opinions  and 
ceremonies,  of  the  natives,   In  March,  1624, 
he  returned,  bringing  a  supply  of  clotl 
and  necessaries,  and  what  was  of  more  i 
than  all,  three  neat  cattle,  th^  first  cvrr 
brought  into  New"  England.  Thesam< 
he  went  again  to  England,  and  discovered 
that  Lyford  and  Oldham  wtrc  impostors, and 

they  were  expelled  from  the  plantal 

About  the  same  time,  governor  Bradford 
having  prevailed  on  the  people  of  Plymouth 
to  choose  live  assistants  in#tt  ad  of  one,  Mr. 
\\  .  was  first  elected  to  this  office,  in  which 
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lie  was  continued  till  1G:]:J.  when,  by  the 
same  influence,  he  was  chosen  governor  foi 
one  year,  lie  was  a  man  of  great  activity 
and  resolution,  and  therefore  well  qualified 
to  conduct  enterprises  for  the  benefit  of  the 
colony.  He  frequently  went  to  Penobscot, 
Kennebeck.  and  Connecticut  riv<  rs3  on 
trading  voyages,  and  rendering  himself  us<  - 
ful  and  agreeable  to  the  people.  In  1635. 
he  undertook  another  nj«  nry  in  Kn-l-nd 
for  the  colonies  of  Plymouth  and  Massachu- 
setts, partly  on  accouut  of  tin.*  intrusions 
on  the  territory  by  the  I'rench  on  th*'  east, 
and  the  Dutch  on  the  west,  and  partly  to 
answer  complaints  which  had  been  made 
to  the  government  by  Morton,  who  had 
been  twice  expelled  for  misbehavior.  At 
that  time  the  care  of  the  colonii  B  was  < com- 
mitted to  a  number  of  bishops,  Ac,  of 
whom  Archbishop  Laud  was  at  the  head. 
It  was  also  contemplated  to  <  Btabfish  a 
government  m  America,  which  would  h 
superseded  the  charters  <>l   tu»'  colonic  b. 

Sttptrtrdf,  r  <i  :  t«»  BCt  MioC. 
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Winslow'a  treatment  at  this  time  P 
cal  and  severe.    In  his  petition  to  the  i  om 
rhissioners,  he  set  forth  the  encr  ht 
the  French  and  Dutch,  and  prayed  fbl 
special  warrant  to  the  English  colonii 
defend  themselves  against  all  foreign  i  ne« 
mies.    The  petition  was  favorably  I 
by  some  of  the  Board.    Winslofl  was  hi  rd 
several  times  in  support  of  it.  and  pointed 
out  a  way  in  which  the  object  might  have 
been  attained  without  anj  charge   to  th 
crown,  by  furnishing  souk-  of  the  chief  mi  n 
of  the  colony  with  authority  t<>  he  exercis 
at  their  own  expense,  without  any  pi 
national  disturbance.   This  proposal  <  i 
the  design  of  Gorges  and  Mas  >n,g  i 
aimed  to  establish  a  general  government; 
and  the  Archbishop  put  a  check  to  Wins- 
low's  proposal  by  questioning  him  on  Mor- 
ton's accusation  for  his  own  personal  i  w 


Encroachment^  $. ;  an  unlawful  gathering  »"  upon 
other. 

*  The  ungual  tTf.intiv*  of  New  HsiDpeUie 


EDW  ARD  IVlNSLOti 


duct  in  America.  The  ofl'enee> 
against  him  were  that  he.  not  beiag  in  holy 
orders,  hut  a  mere  layman,  had  taught  pub- 
licly in  the  church,  and  had  officiated  in  the 
celebration  of  marriages.  To  the  former, 
Winslow  answered  -that  sometimes  when 
the  church  was  destitute  of  a  minister.  he 
had  exercised  his  gift  for  the  edification  of 
the  brethren. M  To  the  latter,  "thai  Ibougfa 
he  had  officiated  as  a  magistrate  in  lb 
em ni zing  of  marriage,  yet  he  pegorded  it 
only  as  a  civil  eontroct;  that  th"  people  of 
Plymouth  had  fi >r  a  long  time  bet  n  d»  ttitote 
of  a  minister,  and  were  compelled  b)  i 
sity  to  have  ^recourse  to  th<'  magistrate,  in 
that  solemnity  :  that  ihn  ua>  not  a  n«»w  lt\. 
having  been  accustomed  to  it  in  Holland, 
where  he  himself  tvas  married  b]  i  Dutch 
magistrate  in  the  State  I  louse."  On  this 
confession,  the  AFehbkJiop  judged  him 
guilty  of  the  crime  of  separating  from  the 
Established  Church,  and  prevailed  on  the 


Mlfget  r  if.  .  fodeclan 


LDU  AKl>    W  iNti  LOW 


Board  to  consent  to  his  imprisonment,  and 
ho  was  commanded  to  the  Fkct,  where  he 
lay  seventeen  weeks.  But  alter  that  time, 
on  petitioning  the  Board,  he  obtained  bii  re- 
lease. 

At  liis  return  to  New  England,  the  colon] 
shewed  him  the  highest  degree  of  respect, 
by  choosing  him  their  governor  for  tin  suc- 
ceeding year,  1636.  In  that  ollice  he  con- 
ducted himself  greatly  to  their  Botisftu  lion. 
In  L644,  he  was  again  honored  with  the 
same  appointment,  and  in  the  intermediate 
years,  was  first  on  the  list  of  magistrates. 
When  the  New  England  colonies  entered 
into  a  confederacy  lor  mutual  defence,  in 
1613,  Winslow  was  one  of  the  commission- 
ers, and  continued  in  that  offiOQ  till  161<». 
when  he  was  again  sent  to  England  to  an- 
swer the  complaints  of  Gorton1  and  others, 
who  had  charged  them  with  religious  intol- 

bltit,  a  prison,  r="  t  all. .  in  London.—  Inu  rm  * 
a.  ;  coiiiirn:  between 

*  Samuel  Uorton^nj  of  tue  ftrlj  ipcUri  m  ru  i  r  1 
hanislied  from  t\w  «  olony 
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erance  and  persecution.    The  times  being 
changed,  and  the  Puritans  :irr;iin  in  p 
Winslow  had  great  advantage  in  that  busi- 
ness, from  the  credit  and  esteem  which  he 
enjoyed  with  that  party.    B)  his  pi 
management  he  prevented  any  damage,  and 
cleared  the  colony  from  any  blame 
honor. 

One  design  of  the  union  of  the  col 
was  to  promote  the  civilization  andchrii 
ization  of  the  Indians.    In  this  great  and 
good  work,  Winslow  was,  from  princi]  le, 
zealously  engaged,    In  England,  he  em- 
ployed his  interest  and  friendship  with  the 
members  of  parliament,  &  c,  to  en  ct  a  cor- 
poration there  for  the  pi 
design.    For  this  purpose,  an  i  ■  I  of  | 
ment  was  passed  in  16*19,  incorporating  a 
Society  in  England  "  for  the  propagation  of 
the  gospel  in  New  Kmzland."    The  Com- 
missioners of  the  United  Colonies  were  con- 
stituted a  Board  of  Correspondents,  and  dis- 
tributors of  money  whieh  ^^  as  supplied  in 
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England  by  charitable  donations  from  all 
the  cities,  towns  and  parallel  in  t!i-  I 
dom.  By  the  influence  and  •  .  •  i  of 
both  these  bodies,  missionaries  m  n 
ported  among  the  Indians  of  New  Kngland. 
the  bible  translated  into  the  Indian  tongue, 
and  much  pains  taken  to  in-truct  the  In- 
dians, and  reduce  them  to  civilized  life. 
This  society  is  still  in  existence,  but  corres- 
pondence has  ceased  since  the  revolution. 
Of  this  corporation  Window  was  a  faithful 
and  active  member  in  England,  where  his 
reputation  was  great,  and  his  abilities  highly 
valued  by  the  prevailing  party,  vrho  (bund 
him  so  much  employment  there  and  (1  •  •- 
where,  that  he  never  returned  to  America. 
When  O.  Cromwell  planned  an  exp  '  ffl 
against  the  Spaniards  in  the  West  Indies,  in 
1655,and  sent  Adm.  Penn  and  Gen. Yen  J>:  - 
to  execute  it,  he  appointed  three  commis- 
sioners to  superintend  it,  of  whom  W\ 

Revolution!  *.  ;  the  ehange  of  BOTttnmstri  ta 

United  States.—  Corporation.  I  j  I  1   4)  I  :'t,r 
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was  chief.   They  attacked  St.  Domingo  die 
only  place  of  strength  possessed  by  the 
Spaniards  in  Hispaniola,  but  wen  i 
with  great  loss.    The  fleet  then  Bailed  Gm 
Jamaica,  which  surrendered  without  any  re- 
sistance.   But  Winslow,  though  p 
of  the  defeat,  did  not  i  njoy  the  pl<  D  u  ol 
the  victory.    In  the  passage  between  His- 
paniola  and  Jamaica,  tin  heat  of  the  climati 
put  an  end  to  his  life  on  UicSof  May,  I  655 
in  the  Gl  year  of  his  aire.  body  was 

committed  to  the  deep  with  the  honor?  «.»! 
war.  The  following  well  nicanl  though  in- 
elegant verses,  were  written  by  one  »•!  the 
passengers  oji  board  the  shi  i  \\!.<  n  hi  d  i  -1 

* #h&  eighth  of  May ,  went  tVuaai  >|   i 

Ciuil  took  from  im  oui  . 
Wmslow  by  name  ;  a  man  in  <  i. .  ;t  !  trim, 
Whoso  life  waa  *u< 1  l|  mid  1  ii Vi  r»al4  »n 
Wnose  parts  and  w  isdum  in  -t  i  icn  did  eici  ' 
An  boner  to  Uu  pJacc,     lM  i  hi  t«  II 
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The  place  of  this  gentleman's  birth  is  un- 
known :  the  time  of  it  was  in  1560.  II 
ceivod  his  education  at  t lie  unh<r>itv  «»i 
Cambridge,  whdre  lie  became  seriously  im- 
pressed with  the  truth  of  the  christian  relig- 
ion, which  had  its  genuine  influence  upon 
his  character  through  his  whol<  life.  Ailei 
leaving  the  university,  he  entered  into  the 
service  of  Davison,  a  man  of  abilitii  - 
integrity,  who  was  a  courtier  of  Clin 
z a both,  and  her  ambassador  in  Holland  and 
in  Scotland.  Davison  esteemed  him  as  a 
son,  and  conversed  with  him  of  religious 
and  political  subjects  with  the  p  •  atest  fih 
miliatity;  and  on  all  occasions  which  re- 
quired secrecy.  Brewster  was  his  Confident*! 
friend. 

Courtier,  t.  ;  OOC  who  Rtlflflll  Mm  o»»irU  ui  f.nncf I  — 
Familiarity,  s  ;  t*asy  intercourse. 
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When  the  queen  entered  into  a  leagui 
with  the  United  Province--,  in  L 584,  and  re- 
ceived possession  of  several  towns  and  t • » r i 
as  security  for  her  expenses  in  defending 
their  liberties,  Davison,  who  negotiated  tin 
matter,  entrusted  Brewster  with  the  keys  of 
Flushing,  one  of  those  cautionary  town-, 
and  the  states  of  Holland  w  ere  so  sensibh 
of  his  merit  as  to  present  him  with  the  orna- 
ment of  a  golden  chain.    He  returned  with 
the  ambassador,  to  England,  and  continual 
in  his  service  until  Davison,  having  incurred 
the  displeasure  of  his  arbitrary  mistress,  wraa 
fined,  imprisoned,  and  ruined.    During  th<  5C 
misfortunes,  Brewster  faithfully  adhered  to 
him,  and  gave  him  all  the  assistance 
which  he  was  capable.    When  he  could  no 
longer  serve  him,  he  retired  to  the  north  ol 
England,  where  he  was  highly  esteemed  bj 
those  who  were  most  exemplar)  in  religi  >n 

Negotiate,  r. //. ;  to  hav<  itih  rcourso  of  busim  i.— 

Covtiojwrtf,  a.  ;  given  hi  -vcuntv.—  Inrur,  r.  a.  ;  ID  b 

come  liable  to  ;l  punishment  or  reprehension  —Arbitt  • 

rr/,  a.  ;  dctfpotic,  absolute. 
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Being  possessed  of  a  handsome  fortune,  and 
borne  influence,  he  made  use  of  both  in  pro- 
moting the  cause  of  n  ligion,and  pitx  m  i  - 
persons  of  good  character  to  serve  in  the  of- 
fice of  ministers  to  the  parishes  in  his  neigh- 
borhood. 

lie  gradually  became  disgusted  with  ihe 
impositions  of  the  prelatical  party,  and  th<  ii 
severity  towards  persons  of  a  moderate  and 
peaceable  disposition]  and  was  led  to  in« p i : i • 
critically  into  the  nature  of  eccl< 
authority,  and  the  constitution,  forma  •  ad 
discipline  of  the  Established  Churc  h.  The 
result  of  his  inquiry  was,  that  lie  withdrew 
from  its  communion j  and  joined  with  others 
in  instituting  a  separate  church,  of  which 
the  aged  Mr.  Clifton  and  die  younger  Mr. 
Robinson  were  appointed  pastors.  The 
newly  funned  society  met  on  the  sabbath 

at  the  house  of  Mr.  Brewster;  frtera  ll  | 

were  entertained  at  Ilia  I  \p -n  «  10  fenj 
they  could  continue  to  assemble  without  "|»- 

Prdatical,  a.  ;  belonging  or  n  lattug  feo  i  pa 
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position.  And  when  the  Dp]  r<  ssion  of  the 
hierarchy  under  the  authority  of  king  James, 
the  successor  of  Elizabeth, obliged  t!,  m  to 
seek  shelter  in  a  foreign  land.  Brewsl  r 
was  the  most  forward  to  assist  in  t;  eii  re- 
moval, lie  was  one  of  those  who  went  on 
board  a  vessel  in  the  night  at  ft 
was  the  greatest  sufferer,  because  he  had  the 
most  property.    When  d  from  con- 

finement, he  first  assist  d  th<  weak  and  poor 
of  the  society  in  their  embarkatioi 
followed  them  to  Holland. 

His  family  iVas  large,  his  d 
merous,  and  his  education  and  modes  of  liv- 
ing unsuited  "to  a  w  or  a  i 
callife;  and  he  could  not  practice  agricul- 
ture in  a  commercial  city.  The  hardships 
which  he  suffered  in  consequence  of  this 
removal  were  grievous  and  depressing;  but 
when  his  finuncts  were  exhausted,  he  had 
resources  in  his  tcarrifrig  nnd  ..l>ilitio«i*-  In 

Hierarchy,  s.  ;  ecclcttaatic*!  tttlhlwlllfi  —  M*f€*m 
tile,  a.    tradinff .  commercial.— i YmmMi  i  . 
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Leyden  he  instructed  the  youth  of  the  city 
in  the  English  language.!))'  means  of  tin 
Latin,  which  was  common  to  both,  and  B 
grammar  of  his  own  construction.  Bj  ; 
help  of  some  friends  lie  aNo  set  up  a  print* 
ing-officc,  and  was  instrumental  of  publish- 
ing  several  books  against  the  bierarchj 
which  would  not  have  been  licensed  in 
England. 

His  reputation  was  ><>  high  in  the  church 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  that  they  chose 
him  a  ruling  elder  ;  and  confided  in 
Join,  experience,  and  integrity,  to  assist  in 
their  temporal  as  well  as  ecclesiastical  con- 
cerns, particularly  their  removal  to  Ann  n<  - 
With  the  minority  of  the  Church  he  cam- 
over,  and  suffered  all  the  hardships  attend^ 
ing  their  settlement  in  the  wildornr>>.  \h 
partook  with  them  m  labor,  hunger  and 
watching ;  his  bible   and   Ms   arrM  WC* 
equally  familiar  to  hnn:  and  he  was  III 
ready  fr*  anv  duty  at  suffering  t<»  wWdi  1" 
was  called. 
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For  some  time  after  their  arrival,  thev 
were  destitute  of  a  teaching  eld<  r, 
ing  that  Mr.  Robinson,  with  the  r<  mail  • 
of  the  church,  would  follow  them  to  Ameri- 
ca. Brewster  frequently  officiated  as  a 
preacher,  but  could  never  be  prevailed  upon 
to  take  upon  htm  the  pastoral  office,  thotlg  i 
it  had  been  stipulated  before  they  left  Hol- 
land, that  those  who  went  should  be  an 
absolute  church  of  themselves,  as  well  as 
those  wiio  staid;"  audit  was  one  of  their 
principles,  that  the  brethren  who  elected, 
had  the  power  of  ordain ii)Lr  to  office.  The 
reason  of  his  refusal,  was  hi*  extreme  diffi- 
dence, and  unwillingness  t<>  assume  any 
office  in  the  church  with  which  he  had  not 
been  invested  by  the  whole  Im,.|v.  This 
plea  might  have  had  some  f»rco  during  th" 
life  of  Mr.  Robinson,  by  whose  advice  he 
had  been  prevailed  on  to  accept  the  office 
of  ruling  elder;  but  his  continued  refusal 
was  productive  of  very  unpleasant  effects. 

A  spirit  of  faction  and  division  was  excit- 
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ed  in  the  church,  partly  by  reason  oi  in- 
different sentiments  and  char 
new  emigrants,  and  partly   by  assumii 
brethren  among  themselves*    In  tin-  dk  I 
choly  state  of  things,  the]  I  b) 

their  friends  in  Holland  to  -  let  their  pi  u  - 
tice  in  the  church  be  complete  and  full;  to 
permit  all  who  feared  God  to  join  them- 
selves  without  delay,  and  let  all  divine  ordi- 
nances be  used  in  the  church,  without 
longer  waiting  upon  uncertainties,  or  ke<  p- 
ing  a  gap  open  for  opposites."  With  this 
salutary  advice  they  did  not  comply,— and 
one  principal  reason  was,  that  the  liberty  I 
"  prophesying''  was  allowed  to  all  the  DM  m 
bers  of  the  church  who  were  M  gifted."* 
When  the  exercise  of  tin-  gifl 
to  the  judgment  and  under  the  >upcimtcmi- 
ence  of  the  minister,  their  prophcsyii  - 
were  conducted  with  some  regularity  ;  but 
without  that  advantage  the  effect  waiuunia- 

•Thi*  wai  not  allowed  in  aiiy  « »t fi»  r  of  tfci  -  rlj 
churches  of  New  England. 
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vorable  to  the  establishment  of  u  re^ulai 
ministry.    Dr.  Mather  <;i\>   "  The  prei  b 
ments  of  the  gifted  brethren  prodaoed  m  h 
discouragements  among  the  mioiitu  I 
nearly  all  of  them  left  the  colon]  ; 
bending  themselves  driven  awaj    bj  1 
neglect  and  contempt  of  the  people.'3 

Some  otlier  peculiarities  which  they  learn- 
ed from  the  Brownists,  and  in  which  tin 
differed  from  many  of  the  Reform*  d  i  hi 
es,  were,  that  they  admitted  none  to  ll 
communion  without  a  writfc  n  01  orai 
ratio!)  of  their  experienct 
church,  with  liberty  for  all  to  a*k  qw  stions; 
they  practised  ordination  by  the  hands  of 
the  brethren;  disused  the  Lord  a  Prayei  Lnd 
public  reading  of  the  Scriptures.    They  did 
not  allow  the  psahn  to  be  read  before  sing- 
ing, though  In  companion  to  a  brother  who 
could  not  read,  they  p<  rnutted  one  «»l  th< 
deftcorts  to  read  it  line  bj  lini*    Tin  j  «dml 
ted  no  chihl  t<>  baptism*  Unli  n  -it  least  ow 


Ofal,  <i  ;  ddiven  d  b)  to  ■' 
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of  the  parents  was  a  member  of  the  rhureh  . 
and  accounted  nil  baptised  children  subjects 
of  its  discipline.  While  in  Holland,  they 
had  the  Lord's  Supper  every  Sabbath,  but 
after  removing  to  Plymouth  they  otiktod  it 
till  they  obtained  a  minister,  and  then  nr.  w- 
ed  it  monthly. 

They  had  no  regular  minister  at  Plymouth 
until  four  years  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Etob- 
inson,  and  nine  years  after  their  r.  mofil  to 
America,  when  in  16:2!),  they  settled  Ralph 
Smith,  who  continued  with  them  five  years, 
and  then  resigned.  lie  is  said  to  have  been 
a  man  of  few  gifts,  and  was  assisted  three 
years  by  Roger  "Williams,  reputed  of  "bright 
accomplishments,  but  offensive  errors/5  La 
1636,  they  had  John  Kewier.  "au  able  and 
godly  man,  of  meek  and  humble  spirit, 
sound  in  the  truth,  and  unrcprovaUc  in  his 
life  and  conversation."  In  H'.:>|.  Mr.  Rey- 
ner  removed  to  Dover,  N.  II.,  wlipre  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life* 


UnrcprflvdblC)  u.  ;  not  liable  i»>  bbume 
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During-  his  mini-try  at  Plymouth,  elder 
Brewster  hating  enjoyed  a  healthy  old 
died  on  the  6  of  \pril,  1644,  in  the  84 
of  his  age.    He  was  able  to  continue  the 
duties  of  his  office  and  his  field  labor  until 
within  a  few  days  of  his  death,  and 
confined  to  his  bed  buWuie  day.    IK  i  1 
been  remarkably  temperate,  and  through  his 
whole  life  drank  nothing   but   water,  till 
within  the  last  five  or  Bin  j(  irs.    For  seve- 
ral months  together,  he  had  been  ol  ;     d  to 
live  without  bread,  cat  in::  nothing  but  fish, 
and  sometimes  scarcely  that.  Vet 
a  pliant  and  cheerful  temper,  he  easily  ac- 
commodated Jiimself  to  circumstances,  and 
when  only  clams  or  OjrstcN  were  set  on  the 
table,  he  would  give  thanks  that  they  were 
permitted  to  M  suck  rf  the  abundance  of 
the  seas,  and  the  treasures  hid  in  the  sand.' 
He  was  a  man  of  eminent  piety  n  <l  <  lo- 
tion, not  prolix* but  full  Mid  camppheottn  j 
deeiriine  it  his  duty  la  rtn  agtben  m 


Prolix,  a  ;  long,  ledioui 
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courage  the  devotions  of  others,  rath<  i  I  to 
weary  them  with  long  performance  i.    *  to 
days  of  fasting  and  humiliation,  he  wai 
more  copious,  but  equally  fervent    In  L623, 
a  drought  of  six  weeks  succeeded  i 
ing  season,  and  in  July,  a  day  of  fasting 
observed.    The  morning  was  clear  and  hot, 
but  after  eight  hours  employed  in  r< 
exercise,  the  weather  changed,  and  s  gentle 
rain  came  on,  which  continued  with  ii 
missions  of  fair  and  w  arm  weather,  fourt<  •  D 
days — on  which  account  a  day  of  pul  1 
thanksgiving  was  soon  alter  observed.  The 
Indians  remarked  on  this  occasion,  that"  \h 
Englishman's  God  w  as  a  good  God.,J 

In  his  public  discourses,  Mr.  Brcwstei 
was  clear,  distinguishing  and  pathetic-  id 
dressing  himself  first  to  the  und<  rstandii  a 
and  then  to  the  affections  of  hifl 
convincing  them  of  the  superioi  i  i< 
of  true  religion.    In  his  private  conversa- 
tion he  was  social,  pleasant,  and  inofl  n  • 
yet  on  occasions  he  ex<  rcised  thai  Ibrt 
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which  virtue  Inspires,  but  00  mixed  with 
tenderness  that  Ins  reproofi  g ave  do  off  ft 
His  compassion  towards  the  distressed  \\  u 
an  eminent  trait  in  his  characti  r,esi 
to  those  who  were  sufi!  ring  for  C01 
sake.    Nothing  was  more  disgusting  to  him 
than  vanity  and  hypocrisy. 

In  the  government  of  the  church  he  waa 
careful  to  preserve  ordci  and  purity,  and 
suppress  contention.  Had  he  enu  red  the 
pastoral  office,  he  would  have  been  bettei 
able  to  keep  intruders  at  a  distance. 

He  was  owner  of  a  consich  rable  library, 
part  of  which  was  lost  at  Ins  l><  ing  appn  - 
hended  at  Lincolnshire.  Alter  his  death, 
his  remaining  book-  were  valued  at  forty- 
three  pounds,  in  silver,  as  appears  bj  t  v 
colony  records,  where  a  catalogue  «•!  them 
is  preserved. 
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William  Bradford  was  born  in  the  yeai 
1588,  in  an  obscure  village  in  the  nor! 
England,  called  Ansterfield,  where,  aco  i  I 
ing  to  Dr.  Mather,  the  people  m  r  1 
ignorant  and  wicked.    His  parent 
while  he  was  young,  leaving  him  to  the  can 
of  his  grand-parents  and  uncles,  by  whom 
he  was  brought  up  as  his  ancestors  had 
been,  in  the  practice  of  agriculture.    Hi-  | 
ternal  inheritance  was  considerable,  ih 
he  had  no  better  education  than  was  HSU  1 
for  the  children  of  husbandmen.    At  the 
asrc  of  twelve  years  his  mind  wbs  scrio 
impressed  by  divine  truth  in  reading  th 
scriptures,  and  an  illness  of  long  i 
ancc  tended  to  preserve  him  from  the  folto  s 
of  youth.    His  good  impressions  wen 
firmed  by  his  attending  upon  tin  ministi  | 
Mr.  Richard  Clifton.    Being  brouj  '  bj 
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this  means  into  the  company  of  pioui  peo- 
ple, as  lie  advanced  in  years  be  VI  U 
tiscd  as  a  separatist  ;  but  such  was  bifl  fil  . 
ness  of  principle  that  he  cheerfully  bon  ft 
frowns  and  scoffs  of  his  friends  and  1 1 1  ..- 
bors,  and  persevered  in  what  he  belli  r<  | 
be  the  path  of  duty.    Conceiving  that  many 
practices  of  the  Established  Church  w<  re 
inconsistent  with  the  simplicity  and  purity 
of  the  christian  religion,]  LVored  to 

learn  by  reading,  conversation  and 
whether  it  were  nut  his  duty  to  with 
from  the  communion  of  that  church.   Afti  r 
many  distresses  of  mind  concerning  it, 
deliberately  resolved  so  to  do,andconn<  i  U  i 
himself  with  the  church  und<  r  the  unit  I 
care  of  Messrs.  Clifton  and  Robinson,  I 
less  of  the  persecution  which  he 
this  act  woidd  draw  upon  him; — thus  giving 
evidence  of  the  sincerity  of  his  (kith,  and  ol 
his  choice  rather  to  sufl<  I  <■  tictioi  I 

Stigmatize,  r.  a.  ;  U>di*gPtC6  with  n  notr  of  rrpro  .  h 
— Separatist,  $.  ;  one  who  Mptrafi  <J  from  Uu-  i»uhli»hcd 
church. 
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enjoy  a  temporal  advantage,  arising  fi 

bending  his  conscience  to  the  opii 

others.    His~Triends  tried  "all  im 

ways"  to  reclaim  1  um,  hut  he  answered 

them  that  M  to  keep  a  good  conscience  and 

walk  in  such  a  way  n>  God  haa  aj 

in  his  word,  he  must  prefer  before  tii  m  nil. 

and  above  life  itself;  and  thathe  iraa  ii; 

ful  Cod  had  given  him  a  h  art  to  r* 

to  part  with  every  thing  for  this  good  cau«e, 

and  would  accept  him  so  to  1 

The  sudden  deaths  of  the  chief  relative* 

who  had  so  much  urged  him.  -  >on  after,  < 

vinccd  him  how  unwise  it  would  have  be  n 

had  he  yielded  to  a  desire  "l*  | 

in  opposition  to  his  own  coin  icti  >ns  of  dut} 

This  honesty  and  decisi  >n  of  mtn  I  w 

happy  presage  of  his  charact*  r  and  u 

ness  in  after  life.    The  youth  who 

to  be  good,  happy,  and  useful  in  the  w  o\ 1  I 

must  remember  that  ;  honesty  itM  in  all 

cases  "the  best  policy,"  and  that  it  should 

be  the  unwavering  purpose  of  hi 
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"keep  always  a  conscience  void  of  offi 
towards  God  and  towards  man. 

In  theTautumu  of  1007,  when  he 
eighteen  years  of  age,  he  was  Me  of  the 
company  of  Dissenters  who  were  thrown 
into  prison  at  Boston,  in  Lincolnshire.  In 
the  spring  of  the  next  year,  he  made  another 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  emigrate  to  H(  Hand. 
At  length  he  effected  his  favorite  <,: 
joined  his  brethren  at  Amsterdam,  wl 
he  put  himself  apprentice  to  a  silk  dyer, 
who  was  a  French  protestant;    When  he 
became  of  age,  he  took  possession  «  :  hia 
estate,  converted  t  int«>  money,  nnd  i 
in  commerce  ;^but  in  tin-  he  was  unsuca  it* 
ful. 

After  a  residence  «»i  about  ten  y<  in  in 
Holland,  he  engag< id  with  Real  in  t1  plan 
of  removal  to  America,  with  tl 
Leyden.  He  accordingly  embarked  for 
England  on  the  29  "of  July.  1620,  and  set 
sail  for  New  England  with  the  fit st  company. 
While  the  ship  laj  in  Itn  I  I 
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Cod,  he  was  one  of  the  foremost  in  theses 
eral  hazardous  attempts  to  find  B  rotable 
placcTfor  the  site  of  the  colony.    Befan  ll 
spot  was  fixed  upon,  his  wife  fell  into  th 
sea  and  was  drowned. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  goyernorCarw 
in  April,  1621, Mr.  Bradford  ira  I  t'- 

succeed  him,  being  at  this  time  thirty  tbfei 
years  of  age,  and  distinguished  for  wisdom, 
fortitude,  piety  and  benevolence.    Mr.  [sa  tc 
Allerton  was  appointed  his  assistant,  not  I 
cause  they  had  less  confidence  in  Bradford 
than  in  Carver,  but  on  account  of  his 
rious  health.    One  of  his  first  iCtl 
was  to  send  an  embassy  to  Massasoii  to  con- 
firm the  league  with  that  Bachem,  t<>  pr 
seed-corn  for  the  next  year,  and  to 
the  country.    The  influence  of  Massasoii 
was  very  extensive,  and  it  was  therefor  w 
for  the  colony  that  they  secQlt  d  his  fi  1  I 
ship.    In  consequence  of  it  nine 

Site,  s.  ;  situation. —  Vrtcurwus,  a  ;  un^Tt  ■•■ 

cud 9  a.  j  belonging  to  a  puMie  otttfgt — fi»fc***S  ' 
a  public  message 
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went  to  Plymouth  in  September  follow 
and  acknowledged  submission  to  king  Jam<  i. 
ITT  the  same  mouth  a  party  was  m  Df  i 
explore  the  bay  of  Massachusetts,    'i  .  . 
landed  under  a  cliff,  supposed  to  be  I 
Hill  in  Boston,  where  the]  were  ret 
with  kindness  by  Abbatin 
saehems  who  had  subscribed  the  instrum  al 
of  submission,  who  gave  them  promises  of 
assistance  against  the  mjuuw  <  -x\u  m.'    <  );j 
their  return,  they  carried  .1  Lr<<<>(l  r.  p  rl  oi 
the  country  in  the  bay. 

In  the  beginning  of  162*2,  the  colony  be- 
gan to  experience  a  (amine,  oc<  d  b J 
the  arrival  of  new  sett!,  r-.  who  came  unftir- 
nished  with  provisions.  To  heighten  their 
distress,  Canonicus,  the  \  ri  igansct  sachem, 
sent  them  a  threatening  m(  ssage  in  th<  i  .- 
Hematic  style  of  the  ancient  Scythians,  vi/... 
a  bundle  of  arrows  bound  with  I  a  of 
a  serpent.    The  governor  sent  back  the  skin 

*8achcflft  of  th<;  MoftacUu*  tti  tribe. 

Emblematic,  a. ;  comprising  an  erablrm,  fig  in 
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filled  with  powder  and  ball,  which  had  th 
desired  effect.    The  Indiana  m  r  id  I  rri- 
fied  that  they  were  afraid  to  let  it  remain  in 
their  houses,  returned  it  to  Plymouth  on oj  ti- 
ed, and  remained  quiet.    It  n  .  v  r. 
judged  necessary  to  fortify  the  town,  and 
the  work  was  performed  by  the  people  v. 
suffering  the  extremity  of  famine.     T  J 
were  obliged  for  some  time  tosul 
on  fish  and  spring  water,  being  entirely 
titute  of  bread.    In  this  t  tig     v.  g 
Bradford  found  the  advantage  of  his 
intercourse  with  the  Indians.     He  n 
several  excursions  among  them,  and  procur- 
ed corn  and  beans,  making  a  lair  purcl 
by  means  of  goods  which  had  t»«  en  br< 
from  England,  and  recein  M 
in  exchange  for  beaver.  The  w 
of  corn  and  beans  thus  purchase  d  amount  d 
to  twenty-eight  hogsheads. 

But  more  important  b*  n< 
from  the  efforts  of  governor  Bradford  lo 


Exigency,  3. ;  prei  ing  u«  1  -  tl . 
j  2 
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preserve  the  friendship  of  the  nativi  i. 
Thomas  Weston,  the  merchant  who  an  It)  d 
the  Plymouth  settlers  to  remove  from  Hol- 
land, had  withdrawn  from  the  company,  and 
sent  over  in  1628  about  sixty  per* 
after  being  supplied  with  provisions  by  the 
people  of  Plymouth,  settled  at  a  place  m 
Massachusetts  bay,  which    was  after*  ud 
named  Weymouth.    They  lived  there,  u 
Dr.  Mather  says, "  without  religion  or  law/3 
and  were  reduced  bv  their  idle  habitl  to 
such  straits  as  to  steal  corn  from  the  Indiana 
to  satisfy  their  hunger.    In  revenge  i«>r  this 
and  other  acts  of  injustice  and  dcc<  1  til 
natives  formed  a  conspiracy  to  destroy  all 
the  English  settlers,  of  winch  tin-  people  ol 
Plymouth  were  informed  b)  Massasoit,  mi-  - 
turn  for  the  kindness  of  the  governor,  ^ ^  i  t * » 
had  sent  aid  to  him  while   sick,    by  Mr. 
Window."    Measures  wer<  according)]  t.- 
ken  to  break  up  the  conspiracy.^ 
The  scarcity  of  provisions   among  tin 

'See  sketch  of  Edward  W  inflow 
t  See  sketch  of  Mylca  Standish. 
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colonists  was  in  part  owing  to  their  tab  ring 
in  common,  and  putting  the  fruit-  of  th<  i 
labor  into  the  public  store.  Governor  Brad4 
ford  foresaw  that  the  plantation  would  nol 
flourish  while  things  were  conducted  in 
this  manner,  and  used  his  influence  to  pro- 
mote the  general  good,  by  a  division  of  the 
land  by  lot,  whereby  each  family  Bhould 
plant  for  themselves.  This  was  agi 
upon  in  the  spring  of  1623,  and  he  was 
never  afterwards  obliged  to  traffic  Willi  the 
Indians  for  provisions  for  the  colony. 

flie  first  patent  for  the  colony  was  taken 
out  in  the  name  of  John  Pierce,  but  an 
patent  of  larger,  extent  was  obtail 
:30,  IGoO,  in  the  name  of  William  Bi 
his  heirs,  associates  and  assigns ;  which  D  n- 
firmed  the  title  of  the  colonists  to  a  largi 
tract  of  land,  and  gave  them  powei  to  Bl 
all  laws,  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  E 
land.    In  the  year  1640,  wl*?n  the  numl*  r 
of  people  was  increased,  and  \\<-\\  tOWnslll|  - 


Repufftuinti  a, ;  contrary 
j  a 
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were  formed,  the  General  Court  requ  •• 
govr^Bradford  to  surrender  this  patent  into 
their  hands.  With  this  request  be  cheerfull) 
complied,  reserving  to  himself  no  more  than 
his  proportion,  as  was  settled  by  a  previ* 
agreement,  when  the  patent  was  again  put 
into  his  custody. 

Such  was  the  reputation  of  Mr.  Bradford, 
acquired  by  his  piety,  wisdom  and  integrity, 
that  he  was  annually  chosen  governor  as 
long  as  he  lived,  except  in  the  jreaw  1633, 
1636,  and  1644,  when  Mr.  VVinslow  wai 
appointed,  and  the  years  1634  and  l#38, 
when  Mr.  Prince  was  elected  I  i  that  -  fB< 
At  these  times  h  was  by  his  own  n 
that  he  was  not  re-dccti  d.    (i<>^  Winthrop 
mentions  the  election  of  Mr.  IVinsiow  in 
1633,  and  adds,  "Mr.  liradi         ring  dow, 
by  importunity,  got  off/1     tt  li  t  a  ! 
for  the  ambitious,  who  bend  ihcir  whole  in- 
fluence to  gain  and  see**  the  Ingh  offie 
of  state  !    Mr.  Bradford  str  nj  !y  recom- 
mended a  rotatioh  in  the  office  I 

Rotation,  $.  ;  change. 


WILLIAM  BRADFORD. 


101 


"If  this  appointment,"  he  pleaded,  v. 
any  honor  or  benefit,  others  besides  hims<  If 
should  partake  of  it;  if  it  was  a  burden, 
others  should  help  to  bear  it."  Bat  1 
people  were  so  much  attached  to  him,  thi  I 
for  thirty  years  they  placed  him  at  the  h<  I 
of  government;  and  in  the  five  years  when 
others  were  chosen,  he  was  first  in  the  I  t 
of  assistants — the  rank  of  deputys-goven 

After  an  infirm  and  declining  state  ol 
health  for  several  months,  he  was  suddenly 
seized  by  an  acute  disease.  May  7,  1657.  In 
the  night,  his  mind  was  so  enraptured 
thoughts  of  religious  truth  and  hopes 
futurity,  that  he  said  to  his  friends  in  the 
morning,  "The  good   Spirit  of  God  has 
given  me  a  pledge  af  my  happiness  in  an- 
other world,  and  fruits  of  ctcrtial  glory.*1 
The  next  day,  May  9,  1657,  he  died,  in 
69  year  of  his  age,  greatly  laii*  nt<  d  bj 
people,  not  only  in  Plymouth,  but  m  all  l',r 
neighboring  colonies. 

Gov.  Bradford,  though  not  favored  with  b 
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liberal  education,  possessed  a  strong  mind, 
a  sound  judgment,  and  a  retentive  memory. 
Though  he  never  enjoyed  great  literary  ad- 
vantages, he  was  much  inclined  to  literary 
pursuits.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
French  and  Dutch  languages,  and  attain*  d 
a  considerable  knowledge  of  the  Latin  and 
Greek;  but  he  diligently  studied  the  He- 
brew. "  because,"  as  he  said,  11  he  would 
see  the  ancient  oracles  of  God  in  their  native 
beauty."  He  had  read  much  of  history  and 
philosophy,  but  theology  was  his  favorite 
study.  Dr.  Mather  term-  him  "an  irrefn  - 
gable  disputant,"  especially  against  the  Ana- 
baptists. Yet  lye  was  by  no  means  seven 
or  intolerant.  He  wished  rather  to  convince 
than  to  employ  meansdf  violence.  Though 
attached  to  the  discipline  of  the  congrega- 
tional churches,  he  was  not  a  rigid  sep  tratist 
He  pcrceivml  that  the  reformed  chur 
differed  among  themselves  in  the  modes  ol 

Irrefragable^  a.;  not  to-be  confuted.  — /iti 
not  enduring. 
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discipline,  and  he  did  not  look  for  a  peril  ct 
uniforhiity. 

He  would  sufler  no  person  to  trample  OH 
the  laws,  or  to  disturb  the  peace  of  thfi 
colony.  Some  young  men  newly  arn\ <  .1. 
who  were  unwilling  to  work  on  the  public 
account,  excused  themselves  on  a  Cbristm; 
day,  under  pretence  that  it  was  against  their 
conscience  to  work.  .  But  soon  afterward* 
finding  them  at  play  in  the  street,  he  com* 
manded  the  implements  of  their  game  to  be 
taken  from  them,  and  told  them  "  itwai 
against  his  conscience  to  sutler  them  to  plaj 
while  others  were  at  work,  and  that  if  they 
had  a  religious  regard  for  the  day.  the)  should 
show  it  in  devotional  exercises  at  home." 
This  gentle  reproof  had  the  desired  effect. 
On  other  occasions  his  conduct  was  equally 
moderate  and  determined.  His  disposition 
was  gentle  ami  condescending  ;  his  life  I  \- 
ernplary  and  useful.  He  tarafl  watchful 
against  sin,  a  man  of  prayer,  conspicuous 
for   holiness,    disinterested!!*  — .  and  <clt- 
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denial.  He  remarked  that  ;'  he  had  forsaken 
friend^,  houses  and  lands,  for  the  sake  of 
the  gospel,  and  the  Lord  had  given  him 
them  again."  He  was  prosperous  in  hifl 
estate,  which  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
considerable.  It  appears  that  he  had  four 
children,  one,  a  son,  by  his  first  wife,  and 
two  sons  and  a  daughter  by  the  second, 
whom  he  married  in  Plymouth.  William, 
the  eldest  of  the  latter,  was  born  in  Ply- 
mouth, June  17,  1624  ;  was  deputy-governor 
of  the  colony  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
and,  died  at  Plymouth,  Feb.  20,  1704,  ;  d 
79.  Several  of  his  descendants  were  m<  m- 
bers  of  the  council  of  Massachusetts;  and 
one  of  them  was  deputy-governor  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  a  senator  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 

If  we  look  back  to  the  p<  fiod  when  Mr. 
Bradford  was  but  a  lad  among  the  vicious 
and  uninstructed  people  i  f  Vnsfo  rfield,  and 
contemplate  his  progress  through  life,  in 
virtue,  learning,  uscfuhu  m  and  res]  ecta- 
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bility,  sustaining  fur  a  long  number  of  v<  an 
the  highest  ofiice  in  his  adopted  country,  w  i 
shall  be  led  to  admire  those  principles  winch 
animated  him  to  persevere  through  BO  many 
difficulties;  we  shall  find  an  instance  of  th( 
truth  of  the  scripture  declarations,  "The 
Lord  doeth  good  to  the  upright  in  b<  • 
and  "  Blessed  is  the  man  who  putteth  his 
trust  in  him." 

Gov.  Bradford  wrote  a  history  of  Plymouth 
people  and  colony,  beginning  with  the  form- 
ation of  the  Church,  in  1602$  and  ending 
with  1610.  It  was  contained  in  a  folio  vol. 
of  270  pages.  Morton's  Memorial  an 
abridgment  of  it.  Being  deposited  in 
library  Of  the  Old  South  church  in  Boston, 
it  was  lost  during  the  time  that  the  church 
was  converted  into  a  riding-school,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  revolutionary  w  ir« 
He  had  atee~a  larg6  book  of  Copies  of  1  tl  n 
relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  colony,  D 
inent  of  which  was  found  in  a  grocer's  shop 
in  Halifax,  and  has  been  published  b)  lh< 


- 


ROBERT  CI  ^H.M.vn. 


Massachusetts  Historical  Society.  To  this  is 
joined  a  descriptive  and  historical  account 
of  New  England,  in  verse.  He  published 
some  pieces  for  the  confutation  of  what  he 
considered  the  errors  of  the  times,  particu- 
larly the  Anabaptists. 


ROBERT  CUSHMAN. 

Robert  Cushman  was  distinguish  d 
among  those  worthies  who  left  England  00 
account  of  their  religious  difficulties,  and 
settled  with  Mr.  Robinson,  their  pa-tor.  in 
Leyden.  lie  was  the  Mr.  Cushman  who 
was  sent  to  England  with  John  <'ar\<r  in 
1618,  to  agree  with  the  \  irginia  Company 
for  a  settlement,  and  to  obtain  it  possible 
from  king  James,  a  Lrraiit  ol  liberty  <»1  <  (>n 
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science  in  their  intended  plantation.  In 
1619,  he  was  again  sent  with  Mr.  William 
Bradford  on  the  same  business.  Mr.  Cush- 
man  was  also  one  of  the  agents  sent  in  1 620, 
to  procure  money  and  provide  for  the  voy- 
age to  America,  and  embarked  from  South- 
ampton in  the  Speedwell  the  same  year. 
When  that  vessel  was  condemned  as  unfit 
to  proceed,  he  and  his  family  were  among 
those  who  were  obliged  to  relinquish  the 
voyage  and  return  to  London.  He  first 
came  to  America  in  the  ship  Fortune,  in 
1621;  but  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the 
merchant-adventurers  in  London  w  ho  fitted 
out  the  ship,  and  by  whose  assistance  the 
first  settlers  were  transported,  he  took  j 
sage  in  the  same  ship  back  again,  to  give 
them  an  account  of  the  plantation.  He 
sailed  from  Plymouth  Dec.  13,  1621 .  and  on 
arriving  on  the  coast  of  England,  the  ship, 
with  a  cargo  of  £500  sterling,  was  talu  n 
by  the  French.  Mr.  Clishman,  with  th 
crew,  was  carried  into  France,  but  arrived 
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at  London  in  the  February  following.  l)ur- 
iffg  his  short  residence  in  Plymouth,  thoi 
a  mere  lay-character,  lie  delivered  a  dis- 
course on  the  sin  and  danger  of  self-love, 
which  was  printed  in  London  in  L622,  re- 
printed at  Boston  in  1724,  and  again  at 
Plymouth  in  1785. 

Mr.  Cushman,  though  he  constantly  cor- 
responded with  his  friends  here,  and  was 
serviceable  to  their  interests  in  London, 
never  returned  to  this  country,  but  while 
preparing  for  it.  was  removed  to  n  beta  r.  in 
the  year  1 626.  The  news  of  his  death, 
and  of  Mr.  Robinson's,  arrived  at  the  same 
time,  and  seems  to  have  been  equally  la- 
mented by  their  bereaved  and  suffering 
brethren.  He  was  zealously  engaged  in 
the  prosperity  of  the  plantation;  a  man  of 
activity  and  enterprise, respectable  in  intel- 
lectual abilities,  well  accomplished  in  scrip- 
tural knowledge,  an  unaffected,  steady  and 
sincere  christian  in  profession  and  practice. 

The  design  of  the  above  named  discourse 
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was  lo  keep  up  that  (low  of  public  spirit 
which  perliaps  then  began  to  abate,  but 
which  was  thought  ncces-arv  tor  their  pre- 
servation and  security.    The  policy  "I  thai 
entire  community  of  interests,  or  -  having 
all  things  common,"  which  out  fathers  estab- 
lished, and  which  this  sermon  was  designed 
to  preserve,  is,  nevertheless,  justly  question- 
able.   The  love  of  separate  property,  for 
good  and  wise  purposes,  is  gtrongly  implant- 
ed in  the  heart  of  num.     So  far  from  I 
unfavorable  to  a  reasonable  generosity  and 
public  spirit,  it  better  enables  us  to  display 
them,  and  is  not  less  consistent  wait  the  pr<  - 
cepts  of  scripture,  rightly  understood,  than 
with  the  dictates  of  reason.    This  ifl  cvh 
'dent  by  the  subsequent  conduct  <>t  these 
very  people.    In  the  year  16*23,  departing  a 
little  from  their  first  system,  they  agreed 
that,  every  family  should   plant  fol  them- 
selves, bringing  in  a  competent  porti<  n  at 
harvest  for  the  maintenance  of  public 
cers,  fishermen,  &c,  and  in  all  othi  I 
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to  gQ  on  "  in  the  general  way11  (as  they  term 
it)  as  before.    For  this  purpose,  they  as- 
signed to  every  family  a  parrel  of  land,  for 
a  year  only,  in  proportion  to  their  nun 
Even  this  temporary  division.  Gov.  Bradford, 
in  his  MS.,  observes,  u  lias  a  very  . 
effect; makes  all  industrious;  gives  content; 
even  the  women  and  c  hildren  now  Lr<>  into 
the  field  to  work,  and  much  more  corn  is 
planted  than  ever/'    In  the  spring  of  1024, 
the  people  being  still  uneasy,  one  acre  of 
land  was  given  to  each  in  fee-simple,  DO 
more  to  be  given  until  the  expiration  of  the 
seven  years.    In  1627,  ivh<  n  they  purchasi  d 
the  interest  of,, the  adventurers  in  England 
in  the  plantation,  there  was  s  division 
allotment  of  almost  all  their  property,  real 
and  personal:  twenty  acres  of  tillage  to 
each,  besides  what  they  held  before; 
meadows  and  the  trade  only  remaining  iii 
common. 

Had  not  our  fathers  placed  themsehn  on 
such  a  footing  with  regard  to  propert]  i 
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was  Repugnant  to  the  nature  of  man, 
not  warranted  by  the  true  end  of  civil  soci- 
ety, there  would  probably  have  been  DO  just 
ground  of  complaint  of  a  real  and  n  BLSOE 
ble  public  spirit,  and  no  need  of  the  exhor- 
tation and  reproof  contained  in  Mr.  Cush 
man's  discourse.    Their  zeal,  their  enter- 
prise, and  their  uncommon  sufferings  in  tlie 
prosecution  of  their  arduous  und<  rl  kii 
render  it  morally  certain  that  th<  J  would 
have  ever  performed  their  duty  in  Lhifl  ft  - 
spect.    Their  contemporaries  might  censun 
them  for  what  they  did  not,  but  their  poster- 
ity must  ever  admire  and  rev<  re  what  the] 
did,  exhibit. 

After  the  deatTi  of  Mr.  Cushman,  in-  fam- 
ily came  over  to  New  England.  Hi-  boo, 
Thomas  Cushman,  suc«  cded  Ml 
as  ruling  elderj^f  Plymoutll,  1"  ittg  <>r«l  iin<  d 
to  that  office  in  1649.  He  Was  a  man  <•! 
good  gifts,  and  frequentl)  assisted  in  carry- 
ing on  public  worship.  |>r<  aching  and  i  al 
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chishag.  For  it  was  one  professed  principle 
of  that  church  in  its  first  formation,  "to 
choose  none  for  governing  elders  but  such 
as  were  able  to  teach."  He  continued  in 
this  office  till  he  died,  1691,  in  the  84  year 
of  his  age. 

The  discourse  of  Mr.  Cushman,  in  1621, 
may  be  considered  as  a  specimen  of  the 
6 '  prophesy ings  of  the  brethren."  The  oc- 
casion which  required  it  was  singular,  the 
exhortations  and  reproofs  not  less  so,  hut 
were  adapted  to  the  then  state  of  society. 
Some  specimens  of  the  discourse  were  as 
follow : 

a  Now,  brethren,  I  pray  you  remember 
yourselves,  and  know  you  are  not  in  a  i  - 
tired,  monastic  course,  but  have  given  your 
names  and  promises  one  to  another,  and  cov- 
enanted to  cleave  together  in  the  service  of 
Cod  and  the  king.  What  then  must  you 
do?  -May  yon  li\e  as  retired  hermits,  and 
look  alter  nobody?    Nay,  you  must  still 
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seek  the  wealth  of  another,  and  inquin  im 
"David, 1  How  liveth  such  a  man?  How  is 
he  clad?  How  is  he  fed?  He  is  my  brother, 
my  associate;  we  have  ventured  our  lives 
together  here  and  have  had  a  hard  brunt  of 
it,  and  we  are  in  league  together.  Is  his 
labor  harder  than  mine?  Surely  I  will  i 
him.  Hath  he  no  bed  to  lie  on?  I  have 
two,  I  will  lend  him  one.  Hath  he  no  ap- 
parel? I  have  two  suits,  I  will  give  him 
one  of  them.  Eats  he  coarse  fare-bread  and 
water — and  have  I  better?  Surely  we  will 
part  stakes.  He  is  as  good  a  man  as  I,  and 
we  are  bound  to  eacli  other,  so  that  his 
wants  must  be  my  wants,  his  sorrow  my 
sorrow,  his  sickness  my  sickness,  and  bis 
welfare  my  welfare,  for  I  am  as  he  is.1 
Such  a  sweet  sympathy  were  excellent.  <  in- 
tertable, y^a,  heavenly,  and  is  the  only 
maker  and  conserver  of  churches  and  com- 
monwealths. Ft  wonderfully  encourag  tli 
men  in  their  duties,  when  they  ft *c  the  bur- 
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then  equally  borne;  but  when  boom  with- 
draw themselves,  and  retire  to  their  own 
particular  ease,  pleasure  or  profit,  what  heart 
can  men  have  to  go  on  in  this  business! 
When  men  come  together  to  lift  u 
weighty  piece  of  timber  or  vessel,  if  one 
stand  still  and  do  not  lift,  shall  not  the  ft  It 
be  weakened  or  disheartened  ;  ■ 

"  Tlie  country  is  yet  raw  ;  the  land  unfilled  : 
the  cities  not  builded  :  the  cattle  ii"t  I6t- 
tied.    We  are  compassed  about  with  a  » 
less  and  idle  people,  the1  Datives  ol 
country,  which  cannot  in  any  manner  help 
themselves,  much  less  us.    W  e  also  have 
been  chargeable  to  many  <>t'  our  loving 
friends,  which  helped  Uf  hither,  and  DOW 
again  supplied  us.    So  that  before 
of  gathering  riches,  we  must  even  in  con- 
science thing  of  requiting  tfl<  u  ch  U  I 
and  labor;  and  cursed  be  that  profit  and 
sain  which  aims  not  at  this.    Besides1  ho* 
many  of  our  dear  friends  did  die  at  tbeii 
first  entrance !  many  of  them,  no  doubt 
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want  of  a  good  lodging,  shelter  and  comfort- 
able things;  and  many  more  ma]  go  aftei 
them  quickly  if  care  be  not  taken,  [fl  this, 
then,  a  time  for  men  to  begin  to  sei  k  th<  nt- 
selvcs?  Paul  saith, 'men  in  the  last  days 
shall  be  lovers  of  themselves,3  (2  Tim. 
iii.  2,)  but  it  is  here  but  the  first  day.  and, 
as  it  were,  the  dawning  of  this  new  world. 
It  is  now,  therefore,  no  time  for  men  to  look 
to  get  riches,  brave  clothes,  dainty  fare  :  but 
to  look  to  present  necessities.  It  is  now  no 
time  to  pamper  the  flesh,  live  at  ease,  -natch, 
catch,  scrape  and  hoard  up:  but  rather  op  D 
the  doors,  the  chest,  and  the  vessel,  and  sa\  , 
'Brother,  neighbor,  friend,  what  want  yel 
any  thing  that  I  haver  make  bold  with  it; 
'tis  yours  to  command,,  to  comfort,  to  cher- 
ish you,  and  glad  I  am  that  1  have  it  fix 
you.'  Let  there  be  no  prodigal  son  to  come 
forth  and  say^*  Give  me  the  portion  of  lands 
and  goods  that  appertained  to  mo,  and  h  I 
me  shift  for  myself.5  It  w  jrel  too  soon  to 
put  men  to  their  shifts.    Israel  waa  leven 
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years  in  Canaan  before  the  land  was  divided 
<into  tribes;  much  longer  before  it  was  di- 
vided unto  families;  and  why  shouldst  thou 
have  thy  particular  portion,  but  because 
thou  thinkest  to  live  better  than  thy  neigh- 
bor, and  scornest  to  live  so  meanly  m 
they?" 


JIYLES  STANDISII. 

Mtles  Standish,  who  has  been  styled 
the  Washington  of  Plymouth  Colony,  was 
born  in  Lancashire,  England,  about  the  year 
1584.  He  descended  from  a  family  ol  dis- 
tinction, and  was  Ix  ir  to  a  greal  est  lie, 
which  being  unjustly  detained  from  him,  he 
was  compelled  to  depend  on  his  own  exer- 
tions for  support.  IK  was  small  in  statun 
but  of  an  active  mind,  a  sanguine  temper, 
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and  strong  constitution.  These  qualities 
j-'ed  him  to  the  military  profession.  Having 
been  in  the  service  of  queen  Elizabeth,  in 
the  army  in  the  Netherlands,  to  aid  the 
Dutch,  he  settled  with  Mr.  Robinson  i 
people  in  Leyden.  He  was  in  the  first  com- 
pany who  came  over  in  the  May  Flower,  in 
1620  ;  was  commander  of  the  first  little 
band  sent  out  to  make  discoveries  after  thev 
arrived  in  the  harbor;  and  was  chosen  mil- 
itary commander-in-chief  on  the  first  settle- 
ment of  their  military  concerns.  In  every 
hazardous  enterprise  he  was  foremost  ;  and 
generally  in  interviews  with  the  Indian-,  lie 
was  first  to  meet  them,  accompanied  by  B 
small  number  of  men  of  his  own  choosing. 
During  the  terrible  sickness  of  the  first 
winter,  when  two  or  three  died  in  a  day,  and 
the  living  were  scarcely  able  to  bury  the 
dead,  capt.  Standish  retained  his  health,  and 
kindly  nursed  the  sick-  Oil  the  ±>  of  Jan- 
uary, same  year,  his  beloved  wife  waa  num- 
bered with  the  dead. 
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When  Corbitant,  one  of  the  petty  chiefs 
of  Massasoit,  was  instigating  the  Narragan- 
*  sets  to  revolt,  capt.  Standish,  with  fourteen 
men,  surrounded  his  house  in  Swanzev  ;  but 
he  being  absent,  they  informed  his  people 
that  they  should  destroy  him  if  he  persisted 
in  his  rebellion.  This  so  alarmed  the  chief 
that  he  entreated  Massasoit  to  intercede  lor 
him,  and  accordingly  he  was  admitted,  with 
eight  other  chiefs,  to  subscribe  submission  to 
the  English. 

In  1622,  when  capt.  Standish  had  fortified 
Plymouth,  he  divided  his  men  into  four 
"  squadrons,"  appointing  every  individual 
his  post.  In  case  of  fire,  a  -elect  company 
mounted  guard,  with  their  backs  to  the  Rre, 
to  watch  for  approaching  enemies, 

Being  sent  on  a  trading  voyage  to  Matta- 
chiest,  in  February.  1623,  a  severe  storm, 
compelled  him  to  leave  his  vessel  and  sleep 
in  a  hut  with  the  Indians  :  but  impressed  with 
an  idea  of  their  design  to  kill  him.  he  made 
his  people  keep  guard  all  night,  and  liftia 
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escaped  the  snare  which  had  been  laid  for 
him.  In  the  morning,  it  was  discovered  that 
goods  had  been  stolen  from  the  shallop  ;— he 
with  his  party  surrounded  the  house  of  the 
sachem,  and  the  goods  were  restored.  Often 
when  in  great  danger,  the  providence  of 
God  was  visible  in  his  preservation.  In 
March,  16:23,  he  went  to  Manomet,  a  creek 
at  Sandwich,  after  corn,  and  was  not  re- 
ceived by  the  natives  with  usual  kindness. 
Two  of  the  Massachusetts  Indians  were 
there, — one  of  them  had  an  iron  dagger, 
and  derided  the  Europeans,  because  he  had 
seen  them  when  dying,  "  cry  and  make  SOU! 
faces,  like  children."  An  Indian  of  the 
place,  who  had  formerly  been  his  friend,  and 
now  appeared  friendly,  invited  the  captain 
to  sleep  with  him,  because  the  wt  ather  was 
cold.  .Stahdish  accepted  the  invitation,  and 
passed  the  night  by  his  fire,  but  sleep  depart- 
ed from  his  eyes.  He  was  restless  and  in 
motion  all  night,  though  the  Indian  "earn- 
estly pressed  him  to  take  his  rest."    It  was 
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afterwards  discovered  that  the  Indian  had 
intended  to  kill  him  if  he  had  fallen  ash  i  p. 

When  the  Indian  conspiracy  was  discov- 
ered to  Mr.  Winslow,  by  the  friendly  M  as- 
sasoit,  in  the  spring  of  1623,  capt.  Standtsh 
was  sent  at  the  head  of  eight  chosen  men, 
to  relieve  the  people  at  Wessagusset,  [Wey- 
mouth.]  When  he  arrived,  he  found  them 
scattered  and  in  great  danger,  being  igno- 
rant of  the  impending  destruction.  Stan- 
dish  was  careful  not  to  have  the  Indians  sus- 
pect his  errand,  before  he  could  asaembl 
the  people  of  the  plantation.  An  Indian 
brought  him  some  furs,  whom  he  treated 
"  smoothly/'  but  the  Indian  reported  that 
"he  saw  by  tffe  captain's  eyes  that  ail  •  r 
was  in  his  heart.''  This  caused  Peek-':  >t, 
a  courageous  chief,  to  tell  Hobotnok,  Stan- 
dish's  interpreter,  that  "  he  understood  the 
captain"  was  come  to  kill  him."  and  the  P6S( 
of  the  Indians  there;  but  t*  11  "him/'  said 
he,  u  we  know  it,  but  we  tear  him  not,  nor 
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will  we  shun  him  ;  let  him  begin  when  I 
dare,  he  shall  not  take  u<  at  unawan  s." 
Others  whet  their  knives,  and  used  insult- 
ing speeches  and  gestures.     It  had  been 
the  advice  of  Massasoit,  that  the  chief  con- 
spirators should  be  put  to  death,  and  Stan- 
dish  was  ordered  by  the  government  lo 
bring  the  head  of  Wittawamut  lo  Plymouth. 
Wittawamut  was  a  daring  son  of  war,  and 
probably  a  ringleader  in  the  conspin 
and  among  the  rest  on  this  occasii  n,  b< 
cd  of  the  excellence  of  his  knife,  on  tin 
handle  of  which  was  a  human  face.     "  1 
and  by,"  said  he,  *k  it  shall  tec  :  by  and  b) 
it  shall  eat,  but  not  speak."    Pecksuot,  be- 
ing a  man  of  great  stature,  said  to  Standish, 
"Though  you  are  a  great  captain,  you 
hut  a  little  man:  and  though  I  am  HO  hi- 
ehem,  I  anj  a  man  of  great  Strength 
courage."    Standish  had  formal  his  plaii 
and  was  silent.    The  ac*l  day.  seeing  hi 
could  get  no  m<»re  of  them  together,  Peck- 
suot, Wittawamut.  »nd  his  brother,  uikI 
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one  Indian  more  being  present.  Standish, 
having  about  as  manv  of  his  own  men  in 
the  room,  gave  the  word — the  door  was 
fast — seized  Pecksuot,  snatched  his  knife 
from  him,  and  killed  him  with  it.  The  rest 
killed  Wittawamut  and  the  other  Indian. 
The  youth  they  took  and  hanged.  Dread- 
ful was  the  scene,  and  many  were  the 
wounds  they  received  :  without  noise  catch- 
ing at  the  weapons,  struggling  and  striving 
till  death.  At  another  place  they  killed  one 
more.  Standish  and  his  men  returned  to 
Plymouth,  and  set  up  the  head  of  Witta- 
wamut on  the  fort.  This  exploit  spr<  ad 
terror  through  all  the  surrounding  tribes, 
who  fled  into  swamps  and  desert  plac<  3, 
which  caused  to  many  of  them  diseases  and 
death.  One  of  the  sachems  said.  M  The 
God  of  .UtfKjSnglish  was  offended  with  the 
Indians,  and  would  destroy  them  in  his 
ringer." 

If  it  is  supposed  that  captain  Standish 
was  guilty  of  cruelty  in  this  affair,  it  must 
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be  remembered  that  he  had  hit  ord<  r>  froiu 
the  government  of  Plymouth,  who  judged 
such  severity  necessary,  as  a  terrifying 
ample  to  the  rest  of  the  Indians.  All  mili- 
tary exploits  are  dreadful,  and  it  1-  hoped 
that  the  time  is  at  hand  when  the  peao  bli 
doctrines  of  Christianity  shall  so  prevail, 
that  "  wars  and  lightings  shall  be  Known  no 
more." 

In  1635,  Standish  was  sent  as  agent  l«>r 
the  Company  to  England.  The  plague  was 
raging  in  London,  and  he  found  difficulty 
in  accomplishing  his  business;  but  the  m  \i 
year  he  returned  with  goods  lor  the  colony, 
bringing  with  him  the  melancholy  n<  ws  <»i 
the  death  of  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Cosh- 
man. 

A  company  of  M  the  baser  sort"  had  n  t- 
tled  at  Moun^Wollaston,  [Quincy]  among 
whom  was  Thomas  Morton,  by  who*  in- 
fluence, in  the  absence  of  the  captain  in 
1626,  the  lieutenant  was  depond,  and  gn  al 
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irregularities  ensued.  Captain  Standish  was 
sent  to  subdue  them  ;  and  finding  mild 
measures  ineffectual,  he  took  them  prison- 
ers and  carried  them  to  Plymouth,  from 
whence  they  were  sent  to  England. 

Previous  to  this,  in  1624,  the  Plymouth 
people  had  erected  fishing-flakes  at  Cape 
Ann.  A  company  from  the  west  of  Eng- 
land the  next  year  took  possession  of  them. 
Standish  wa?  sent  to  obtain  justice.  His 
threats  were  serious  ;  and  the  people  of 
Cape  Ann  assured  the  company  that  they 
were  dead  men,  unless  they  satisfied  the 
captain,  for  he  was  always  punctual  to  his 
word.  The  company  then  built  another 
Hake  in  a  more  advantageous  situation, 
which  the  Plymouth  people  accepted,  and 
harmony  was  restored. 

A  tradition  in  the  family  says,  that  a 
friendly  native  once  came,  and  told  the 
captain  that  a  certain  Indian  intended  to 
kill  him  ;  that  the  next  time  he  visited  the 
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wigwam,  he  would  give  him  .^me  water, 
-  and  while  he  should  be  drinking.  Uie  Indian 
would  kill  him  with  his  knife.  The  next 
time  the  captain  had  occasion  to  go  to  the 
place,  he  remembered  his  sword,  lie  found 
a  number  of  savages  together,  and  soon 
had  reason  to  believe  the  information  he  had 
received.  The  suspected  Indian  brought 
him  some  drink  ;  the  captain  taking  it,  kept 
his  eye  on  the  Indian  while  drinking.  The 
Indian  was  taking  his  knife  to  give  the 
deadly  blow,  when  Standish  instantly  drew 
his  sword  and  cut  off  his  head  at  one  stroke. 
The  other  savages,  amazed  and  terrified, 
immediately  fled,  and  left  our  warrior  alone 
in  the  field. 

After  the  year  1623,  we  hear  no  more  of 
his  military  achievements.  Whether  hi* 
health  had  Upcome  impaired  by  his  constant 
and  vigorous  exertions,  or  whether  he  had 
grown  tired  of  such  dangerous,  dreary  ex- 
cursions, cannot  now  be  ascertained.  That 
he  did  not  lose  the  confidence  of  the  pi  ople 
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is  certain.  During  his*  whole  life,  which 
was  prolonged  nearly  thirty  years  after  this, 
he  was  constantly  elected  one  of  the  princi- 
pal officers  of  the  growing  commonwealth. 
and  was  one  of  the  judges  of  the  superior 
court  of  the  colony,  as  long  as  he  lived. 
Many  of  his  public  actions  and  heroic  ex- 
ploits not  recorded  in  history,  are  preserved 
in  the  traditions  of  the  family.  Dr.  Belk- 
nap observes  that  his  name  is  not  mentioned 
in  the  history  of  the  Pequot  war  in  1637, 
but  it  is  a  fact  that  the  government  of 
Massachusetts  did  apply  to  the  colony  of 
Plymouth  for  assistance  at  that  time,  and 
that  the  latter  government  ordered  men  to 
be  raised,  and  appointed  Standish  to  com- 
mand them  ;  though  in  consequence  of 
the  victory  obtained  over  the  Pequots,  by 
capt.  Masorl^  of  Connecticut,  neither  the 
Plymouth  nor  the  Massachusetts  forces  ar- 
rived in  season. 

In  1642)  governor  Winslow  and  captain 
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Standish  were  sent  by  the  court  of  Plymouth 
to  Massachusetts,  to  solicit  protection  from 
the  Indians.  In  1645,  the  Commissioners 
of  the  four  United  Colonies,  appointed  a 
council  of  war,  and  placed  Standish  at  its 
head.  In  1649,  he  was  appointed  to  com- 
mand and  inspect  all  the  military  companies 
in  the  colony.  When  "  in  regard  of  many 
appearances  of  danger  towards  the  coun- 
try," a  council  of  war  was  appointed,  in 
1652,  vested  with  full  power  "  to  issue  war- 
rants, to  press  men,  and  to  give  commissions 
to  chief  officers,"  the  venerable  Standish 
was  among  the  u  first  three."  In  1653,  we 
find  him  acting  in  this  council,  and  see  him 
once  more  in  Ins  coat  of  mail.  In  1651, 
Cromwell  called  on  New  England  for  troops 
to  subdue  the  Dutch  at  New  York.  Cap- 
tain Standiih  received  the  command  of 
those  raised  in  Plymouth  colony.  A  part 
of  his  commission,  probably  his  last,  was  in 
these  words  :  ;v  We.  having  raised  soiih: 
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forces,  over  which  we  do  constitute  our  well- 
beloved  friend,  captain  Myles  Standish,  their 
leader  and  commander-in-chief,  of  whose 
approved  fidelity  and  ability,  we  have  had 
long  experience,"  &c.  He  was  now  prob- 
ably near  seventy  years  of  age. 

He  wa3  frequently  employed  in  surveying 
grants  of  land,  and  laying  out  roads,  and 
sometimes  as  arbitrator  between  contending 
parties.  In  1655,  he  and  John  Aldcn  were 
appointed  by  the  Court,  <;  to  go  to  Marsh- 
field  and  signify  the  Court's  desire  that  the 
inhabitants  thereof  should  take  notice*  of 
their  duty,  and  according  to  their  ability 
contribute  to  the  support  of  a  gospel  minis- 
try." He  was^ilso  sent  to  Rehoboth  for  a 
similar  purpose.  He  was  treasurer  of  the 
colony  several  years,  and  held  that  office 
when  he  died.  In  1653,  governor  Bradford, 
expecting  to  be  some  time  absent,  appointed 
captain  Standish  in  his  stead.  It  will  there- 
fore be  seen  that  capt.  Standish  was  in  high 

Arbitrator,  s. ;  judge  between  party  and  party,  chosen 
by  mutual  consent. 
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esteem,  and  eminently  useful  to  the  settle- 
ment at  Plymouth,  in  a  civil  as  well  as  mili- 
tary capacity.  In  respect  to  the  latter,  a 
late  writer  remarks  :  "  It  is  not  too  much 
to  say  of  captain  Standish,  that  but  for  him 
the  infant  colony  would  have  been  annihilat- 
ed" His  name  will  long  be  revered  in 
New  England. 

He  had  land  allotted  him  in  Duxbury,  at 
an  early  period,  and  here  he  resided.  "  Cap- 
tain's Hill,7' as  it  is  called,  is  included  in  this 
tract,  and  atlbrds  an  extensive  prospect  of 
the  surrounding  country.  Though  Mvles 
Standish  was  never  a  member  of  the  church, 
he  "  chose  to  sutler  affliction  with  the  people 
of  God,"  and  closed  a  long  and  active  life 
at  Duxbury,  seven  miles  from  Plymouth,  in 
the  year  1 656.  Morton  says,  "  he  fell  asleep 
in  the  Lord.'^ 
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John  Winthbop,  the  first  governor  of 
Massachusetts,  was  born  at  the  mansion- 
house  of  his  worthy  ancestors  in  Groton, 
Suffolk  county,  in  England,  Jan.  1*2,  1588, 
He  had  a  good  education  and  was  inclined 
to  the  study  of  divinity,  but  as  his  father 
and  grandfather  had  followed  the  profession 
of  the  law,  he  was  induced  to  qualify  him- 
self for  the  same  profession,  in  which  he  be- 
came very  useful.  At  the  early  age  of 
eighteen,  he  was  made  a  justice  of  the 
peace;  and  in  tllis  public  station  his  virtues, 
ability  and  gentleman-like  conduct,  gained 
for  him  the  respect  and  admiration  of  the 
worthy  portio\i  of  the  community. 

When  the  plan  of  forming  a  new  settle- 
ment in  Massachusetts  Bay,  was  formed 
among  a  number  of  pious  and  respectable 
people  in  England,  Mr.  Winthrop  joined  in  , 
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it,  and  by  unanimous  consent,  was  chosen 
leader  in  the  great  undertaking.  He  accord- 
ingly sold  a  fine  estate,  of  which  the 
annual  income  was  six  or  seven  hundred 
pounds  sterling,  and  embarked  for  America 
with  a  company  of  1500  persons,  in  the 
spring  of  1630,  having  the  commission  of 
governor.  They  brought  with  thein  then- 
charter  from  the  king,  by  which  they  were 
empowered  to  make  laws  for  themselves  in 
the  new  country  to  which  they  were  going. 

On  the  12  of  June,  1630,  they  arrived  at 
Salem,  where  a  small  plantation  had  been 
commenced  two  years  before,  under  the 
direction  of  John  Endecott.  In  July  fol- 
lowing, they  removed  to  Charlestown,  which 
had  been  founded  in  the  summer  of  1629, 
by  Thomas  Grates  and  others.  On  the  30 
of  the  same  month.  Gov.  Wmthrop,  Lt. 
Gov.  Dudley,  Mr.  Isaac  Johnson,  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Wilson,  entered  into  a  formal  and  sol- 
emn covenant  with  one  another,  and  thus 
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laid  the  foundation  of  the  church  in  Charles- 
town  and  Boston. 

The  peninsula  on  which  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton now  stands,  was  at  that  time  called  by 
the  natives,  Shawmut,  and  by  the  English, 
Triniountain,  on  account  of  its  three  hills. 
There  was  then  residing  upon  it,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Blackstone,  an  episcopal  clergyman, 
who  had  previously  emigrated  to  this  coun- 
try; and  being  the  first  English  inhabitant 
there,  was  the  rightful  owner  of  the  whole 
peninsula.  A  sickness  raged  among  the 
settlers  in  Charlestown,  which  was  in  part 
imputed  to  the  bad  water.  Mr.  Blackstone 
having  invited  them  to  settle  on  the  penin- 
sula, where  he  informed  them  was  excellent 
water,  Mr.  Johnson  and  others  crossed  the 
river,  and  began  a  settlement  in  November, 
and  were  soonVollowed  by  Gov.  Winthrop. 
Here  they  spent  the  winter,  and  the  govern- 
or settled  in  the  place,  whither  his  wife  and 
family  arrived  in  the  autumn  of  1().'31  ;  on 
which  account  a  day  of  thanksgiving  was" 
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kept  in  the  colony.  A  few  months  before 
the  arrival  of  Gov.  Winthrop  at  Charles- 
town,  a  dangerous  conspiracy  had  been 
formed  among  the  Indians  to  destroy  all  the 
white  settlers.  The  design  was  made  known 
to  the  people  of  Charlestown  by  John  Saga- 
more, a  friendly  Indian,  in  season  to  prevent 
its  horrid  execution,  but  the  terror  of  the 
people  was  hardly  yet  over.  They  were 
also  in  want  of  provisions,  and  as  winter 
approached,  were  compelled  to  live  on 
ground-nuts,  acorns,  clams  and  muscles ; 
and  even  these  were  procured  by  digging 
through  the  snow.  These  trials  were  ex- 
ceedingly discouraging  to  many,  and  when 
it  was  told  that  the  governor  had  u  the  last 
batch  of  bread  in  the  oven,"  they  were 
almost  in  despair.  In  their  distress,  they 
had  appointed  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer ; 
but  before  the  day  came,  a  ship  which  they 
had  sent  to  Ireland  for  provisions,  and  which 
they  feared  had  been  lost,  retihned  with  full 
supplies  :  and  they  changed  their  fast  into  n 
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day  of  thanksgiving.  A  great  mortality  at- 
tended the  sickness  that  came  among  them, 
so  that  before  the  month  of  December,  two 
hundred  of  their  number  had  died.  Among 
these,  was  the  Lady  Arbella,  the  third 
daughter  of  the  earl  of  Lincoln,  a  most  ex- 
cellent lady,  whose  delicate  constitution  and 
habits  rendered  her  unequal  to  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  of  settling  in  this  Amer- 
ican wilderness.  Her  husband,  Mr.  Isaac 
Johnson,  a  worthy  man,  who  was  an  assist- 
ant,* died  a  month  after.  He  was  the  first 
magistrate  who  died  in  Massachusetts. 

Governor  Winthropwas  very  condescend- 
ing and  benevolent,  denying  himself  many 
indulgences,  that  he  might  help  the  needy 
without  impoverishing  his  own  family.  For 
a  while,  he  vt^is  the  Joseph  to  whom  the 
whole  colony  applied  when  their  corn  failed  ; 
and  he  continued  to  supply  them  until  his 
own  stock  was  exhausted  Once,  Feb.  5. 
1630,  while  he  was  distributing  the  last 
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handful  of  meal  to  a  poor  man,  the  ship 
from  Ireland  appeared  in  the  harbor,  laden 
with  supplies  for  them  all.  It  was  his 
custom  to  send  some  of  his  family  on  er- 
rands to  the  houses  of  the  poor  at  meal-time, 
and  if  they  needed  any  thing,  he  would 
send  it  them.  In  one  long  and  cold  winter, 
when  wood  was  scarce  at  Boston,  he  was 
privately  informed  that  a  poor  neighbor 
sometimes  stole  wood  from  his  pile.  il  Does 
he?"  said  the  governor,  in  a  tone  of  sever- 
ity, "  call  him  to  me  :  I'll  take  a  course  with 
him  that  shall  cure  him  of  stealing."  When 
the  man  appeared,  he  said  to  him,  "  Friend, 
it  is  a  cold  winter,  and  I  hear  you  are  meanly 
provided  with  wood;  you  are  welcome  to 
help  yourself  at  my  pile  till  the  winter  is 
over."  He  Afterwards  merrily  asked  his 
informant  if  he  had  not  put  a  stop  to  the 
man's  stealing  ?  He  was  very  gentle  towards 
those  who  sought  to  injure  him,  manifesting 
much  of  the  spirit  which  leads  to  "forgive 
those  who  trespass  against  us."  He  once 
m3 
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received  a  very  sharp  letter  from  a  gentle- 
man who  was  a  member  of  the  court,  and 
after  examining  it,  gave  it  back  to  the  mes- 
senger who  brought  it,  saying,  "I  am  not 
willing  to  keep  such  a  matter  of  provocation 
by  me."  The  same  gentleman  was  after- 
wards compelled  by  the  scarcity  of  provis- 
ions, to  send  to  the  governor  a  request  that 
he  would  sell  him  some  cattle.  The  gov- 
ernor sent  them,  with  his  desire  that  they 
might  be  accepted  as  a  token  of  his  good 
will.  The  gentleman  returned  this  answer, 
"  Sir,  your  overcoming  of  yourself  has  over- 
come me  also and  afterwards  gave  proof 
of  it.  Temperance  may  also  be  reckoned 
among  the  virtues  of  governor  Winthrop. 
He  put  an  end  to  the  then  prevalent  and 
foolish  custouNof  health-drinking,  by  his 
own  example,  and  procuring  a  law  to  be 
passed  against  it.  In  severe  trials,  his  mag- 
nanimitj/y  wisdom  and  patience,  were  emin- 
ently conspicuous. 


Magnanimity,  s. ;  greatness  of  mind. 
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In  the  year  163*2,  he  went  with  his  minis- 
ter, Mr.  Wilson,  and  some  other  gentlemen, 
on  foot,  forty  miles  through  the  wilderness, 
to  Plymouth,  to  settle  a  friendship  between 
the  two  colonies.  He  was  re-chosen  govern- 
or  the  three  following  years  after  he  came 
over ;  in  which  office  he  was  most  faithful 
and  upright,  devoting  his  time,  talents,  exer- 
tions and  interest,  to  the  new  plantation. 
In  1634,  Mr.  Dudley  was  chosen  in  his 
place,  but  he  was  re-elected  in  1637,  1638, 
and  1639  ;  and  in  1642,  1643,  1647  and 
1648.  He  was  at  first  very  mild  in  his 
mode  of  government,  but  he  at  length 
yielded  to  the  opinions  of  those  who  were 
in  favor  of  severer  discipline.  Agreeably  to 
the  spirit  of  the  times,  he  judged  it  proper 
to  use  violent  liteasures  against  those- who 
differed  from  his  own  denomination  in  reli- 
gious matters,  but  towards  the  close  of  his 
life  he  lamented  that  he  had  so  done.  ft 
appears,  that  he  and  the  company  who 
came  with  him  from  England,  were  mem- 


138 


JOHN  WINTHROP. 


bers  of  the  Established  Church,  and  had 
•  never  seceded  from  its  communion,  though 
for  reasons  which  may  be  inferred  from  the 
history  of  those  times,  they  did  not  adopt 
the  Episcopal  forms  of  worship  after  their 
arrival  in  America. 

Gov.  Winthrop  came  to  New  England 
rich ;  but  he  met  with  some  losses  at  sea 
and  by  fire ;  his  devotion  to  public  business 
caused  him  to  neglect  his  own,  which  under 
the  management  of  an  unfaithful  steward 
was  so  diminished  that  he  at  last  died  poor. 
Yet  his  children  were  blest  with  good  estates, 
and  were  worthy  members  of  society.  Gov- 
ernor's Island,  iivthe  harbor  of  Boston,  was 
granted  to  him,  and  still  remains  in  posses- 
sion of  his  descendants.  He  left  four  sons, 
of  whom  John,  tlifc  eldest,  was  governor  of 
Connecticut. 

As  he  advanced  in  years,  worn  down  by 
toils  and  oppressed  by  afflictions,  he  said  of 
himself,  "Age  now  comes  upon  me,  and  in- 

Seccdc,  p.  n. ;  to  withdraw  from  fellowship. 
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tirmities  also,  which  makes  me  apprehend 
that  the  time  of  my  departure  is  not  far  off. 
However,  our  times  are  in  the  Lord's  hand, 
so  as  we  need  not  trouble  ourselves  how 
long  or  short  they  may  be,  but  how  we  may 
be  found  faithful  when  we  are  called  for." 
His  last  sickness  was  a  fever,  which  he  en- 
dured about  a  month  ;  and  most  of  the  time, 
as  is  said  by  Dr.  Mather, "  he  enjoyed  in  his 
holy  soul,  the  great  consolations  of  God/' 
He  died,  March  26,  1019,  in  the  6*2  year  of 
his  age.  He  kept  an  exact  account  of 
transactions  and  occurrences  in  the  colony, 
down  to  the  year  in  which  he  died,  which 
was  of  great  use  to  succeeding  historians. 
It  was  not  published  entire  until  18*26, 
when  it  was  printed  in  Boston,  in  2  vols, 
octavo,  enrichetkwith  many  valuable  notes 
from  the  pen  of  James  Savage,  Esq, 
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From  the  most  probable  accounts,  it  ap- 
pears that  Roger  Williams  was  born  in 
Wales,  in  1599.  The  place  of  his  birth, 
and  the  character  of  his  parents,  are  not 
known.  A  remark  in  one  of  his  books  indi- 
cated that  he  became  pious  in  early  life'. 
"  The  truth  is,  from  my  childhood,  now 
above  three-score  years,  the  Father  of  lights 
and  mercies  touched  my  soul  with  a  love 
to  himself,  to  his  only  begotten,  the  true 
Lord  Jesus,  his  holy  scriptures, v  &c. 
Amon£  the  traditions  concerning  him  which 
have  been  current  in  Rhode  Island,  is  one, 
from  which,  if  truo^it  may  be  inferred  that 
his  parents  were  in  humble  life,  and  himself 
was  of  a  pious  and  thoughtful  disposition. 
It  is  said  that  the  famous  lawyer.  Sir  Edward 
Coke,  observed  him  one  day  during  public 
worship,  taking  notes  of  the  discourse.  His 
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curiosity  was  excited,  and  he  requested  the 
boy  to  shew  him  his  notes.  Sir  Edward 
was  so  favorably  impressed  by  the  evidences 
of  talent  which  these  exhibited,  that  he  re- 
quested the  parents  of  young  Williams  to 
entrust  their  son  to  his  care,  and  placed  him 
at  a  university.  That  his  education  was  lib- 
eral, according  to  the  taste  of  those  times,  his 
writings  testify;  but  whether  it  was  received 
at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  lias  not  been  satis- 
factorily ascertained.  According  to  tradition, 
he  commenced  the  study  of  the  law  at  the 
desire  and  under  the  guidance  of  his  generous 
patron,  but  relinquished  it  for  the  more  con- 
genial science  of  theology,  received  Episco- 
pal orders,  and  took  charge  of  a  parish  in 
England,  where  his  preaching  was  highly 
esteemed,  and  his  private  character  revered. 

On  embracing  the  doctrines  of  the  Puri- 
tans, he  rendered  himself  liable  to  the  laws 
against  \on-Conformi^ts,  and  embarked  for 
America,  where  he  arrived  with  his  wile 
whose  name  was  Mary,  on  the  .">  of  Eebru- 
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ary,  1631.  In  April  following,  he  was  call- 
ed by  the  church  of  Salem,  as  leaching 
elder  under  their  then  pastor,  Mr.  Skelton  ; 
but  on  account  of  some  peculiar  opinions  of 
Mr.  Williams,  this  proceeding  gave  offence 
to  the  governor  and  assistants  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  and  before  the  close  of  the 
summer  he  removed  to  Plymouth,  and  was 
engaged  as  assistant  to  Mr.  Ralph  Smith, 
then  pastor  of  the  church  at  that  place. 
Here,  according  to  Morton,  "  he  was  well 
accepted  as  an  assistant  in  the  ministry/* 
and  he  remained  until  he  found  that  his 
views  of  toleration  and  strict  non-conformity 
were  offensive  Jto  some  of  his  hearers,  when 
he  returned  to  Salem  in  1633,  as  an  assist- 
ant to  Mr.  Skelton,  and  was  settled  there 
after  Mr.  SkeltonVdecease,  in  1631.  "While 
here  and  at  Flymouth,  he  maintained  the 
character  he  had  acquired  in  England,  that 
of  "  a  godly  man,  and  a  zealous  preacher." 
lie  appears,  however,  to  have  been  viewed 
with  jealousy  by  the  government  of  the 
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colony  from  his  first  entrance  into  it.  He 
publicly  preached  against  the  patent  from 
the  king,  under  which  they  held  their  lands, 
on  the  ground  that  the  king  could  not  dis- 
pose of  the  lands  of  the  natives  without 
their  consent.  He  reprobated  "  the  calling 
of  natural  men,"  [men  who  were  not  reli- 
gious] u  to  the  exercises  of  those  holy  ordi- 
nances of  prayers,  oaths,  &c,"  and  "  the  fre- 
quenting of  parish  churches  under  pretence 
of  hearing  some  ministers  ;"  but  that  without 
doubt  which  rendered  him  most  obnoxious, 
was  his  insisting  that  "  the  magistrates  had 
no  right  to  deal  in  matters  of  conscience 
and  religion."  These  causes,  conspiring 
with  others  of  less  importance,  finally  pro- 
cured a  decree  of  banishment  to  be  passed 
against  him,  in  the  autumn  of  1635,  and  he 
was  ordered  to  leave  the  colony  in  six  weeks. 
Neal,  in  his  history  of  New  England,  says 
that  "when  Williams  was  banished,  the  whole 
town  of  Salem  was  in  an  uproar,  for  he  was 

ReprtfalU,  r.  a. ;  to  disallow. —  Obnoxious,  a.  ;  offen- 
sive, liable  to  censure  or  punishment. 
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esteemed  an  honest,  disinterested  man,  of 
popular  talents  in  the  pulpit." 

He  afterwards  received  permission  to  re- 
main till  spring,  on  condition  that  he  should 
not  go  about  to  draw  away  others  to  his 
opinions.  But  because,  as  governor  Win- 
throp  intimates,  "the  court  was  credibly  in- 
formed that  Mr.  Williams  entertained  com- 
pany in  his  house,  and  preached  to  them 
even  of  such  points  as  he  had  been  censured 
for,  it  was  agreed  to  send  him  into  England 
by  a  vessel  then  ready  to  depart.**  An  offi- 
cer was  accordingly  sent  to  apprehend  him. 
but  before  he  arrived  Mr.  Williams  had  pri- 
vately and  in  haste  removed  beyond  the 
jurisdiction. 

It  appears  that  Governor  Winthrop  had 
privately  advisedvljim  to  leave  the  colony, 
and  that  he  received  notice  of  the  design  of 
the  court.  Mr.  Williams  saya  in  one  of  his 
letters,  "  It  pleased  the  Most  High  to  direct 
my  steps  into  this  [Narraganset]  Hay,  by  the 
loving  private  advice  of  the  ever-honored 
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soul,  Mr.  Winthrop  the  grand-father,  who, 
though  he  were  carried  with  the  stream  for 
my  banishment,  yet  he  tenderly  loved  me  to 
his  last  breath."  Dr.  Bentley  expressed  as 
his  opinion,  that  if  governor  Winthrop  had 
been  at  liberty  to  act  according  to  his  own 
mind,  "  Williams  would  have  lived  and  died 
ai  Salem."  It  may  be  remarked,  that  Mr. 
Haynes  was  governor  at  the  time  Williams 
was  banished,  and  Winthrop's  salutary  influ- 
ence over  the  public  councils  was  for  a  time 
suspended. 

It  was  about  the  middle  of  January, 
1635 — 0,  when  Mr.  Williams  was  compelled 
to  leave  his  family  and  home,  and  seek  an 
asylum  among  tfie  savages  of  the  wilder- 
ness. His  second  child,  a  daughter.*  was 
an  infant  of  less  tk(in  three  months  old, 
while  the  first,  born  during  his  residence  in 
Plymouth,  was  -  but  a  little  more  than  two 

*  The  name  of  this  child.  Freeborn,  given  while  the 
father  was  an  object  of  what  he  deemed  oppression, 
"  shows,"  iu  tin?  words  of  his  late  biographer,  "  his  in- 
domitable spirit." 
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years  of  age.  His  house  and  land  at  Salem, 
he  mortgaged  to  raise  money  for  the  sup- 
ply of  his  wants.  He  proceeded  towards 
the  Narraganset  Bay.  The  weather  was 
very  severe,  and  his  sufferings  were  great. 
In  a  letter  written  thirty-five  years  after- 
wards, he  said,  "  I  was  sorely  tossed  for  one 
fourteen  wTeeks,  in  a  bitter  winter  season, 
not  knowing  what  bread  or  bed  did  mean 
and  he  added  that  he  still  felt  the  effects  of 
his  exposure  to  the  severity  of  the  weather. 

While  residing  at  Plymouth  and  at  Salem, 
Mr.  Williams  enjoyed  favorable  opportuni- 
ties of  intercourse  with  the  Indians;  and  it 
appears  he  made  excursions  among  them,  to 
learn  their  manners  and  language,  and  thus 
qualify  himself  to  promote  their  welfare. 
His  whole  life  furnished  evidence  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  his  declaration  in  one  of  his  letters  : 
"  My  soul's  desire  was,  to  do  the  natives 
good."  In  another  letter,  written  near  the 
close  of  his  life,  he  says,  M  God  was  pleased 
to  give  me  a  painful,  patient  spirit,  to  live 
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with  them  in  their  filthy,  smoky  holes,  (even 
while  I  lived  at  Plymouth  and  Salem,)  to 
gain  their  tongue."  He  became  acquainted 
with  Massasoit,  or,  as  he  was  also  called, 
Ousamequin,  sachem  of  the  Pokanokets,  and 
father  of  the  famous  king  Philip.  He  also 
formed  an  intimacy  with  Canonicus,  the 
Narraganset  sachem,  and  secured  the  confi- 
dence of  these  chiefs  by  acts  of  kindness, 
by  presents,  and  not  the  less,  perhaps,  by 
studying  their  language  ;  and  privately  treat- 
ed with  them  for  land,  with  which  they 
assured  him  he  should  be  supplied,  provided 
he  would  settle  in  their  country.  This  en- 
couraged him  after  his  banishment  to  remove 
to  Narraganset  TJay — whether  alone,  or  ac- 
companied by  some  of  his  friends,  is  not 
certain.  He  first  crtiue  to  Seconk,  now  Rc- 
hoboth,  and  obtained  a  grant  of  land  from 
Ousamequin,  the  sachem  of  Mount  Hope. 
Here  he  was  soon  joined  by  several  of  his 
friends,  if  they  did  not  at  first  accompany 
him.     But   being  informed  by  governor 
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Win  slow,  of  Plymouth,  in  a  friendly  manner, 
that  he  was  within  the  bounds  of  the  Ply- 
mouth patent,  lie  crossed  the  river  in  the 
spring  with  five  others  in  a  canoe,  and  land- 
ed among  the  Indians,  by  whom  they  were 
hospitably  received.  Here  they  commenced 
a  settlement,  which,  in  grateful  remembrance 
of  "  God's  merciful  providence  to  him  in  his 
distress,  he  called  Providence.''  Thus  com- 
menced the  settlement  of  Rhode  Island. 
The  field  that  Mr.  Williams  first  planted 
was  named  What  Cheer,*  and  is  now  the 
family  seat  of  the  Hon.  James  Fenner,  for- 
merly governor  of  the  State;  and  the  land 
originally  set  off  to  Williams,  adjoining  this 
field,  has  continued  to  the  present  day  in 
the  possession  of  his  descendants. 

Strongly  impressed  with  the  importance 

*  As  be- and  his  companions  in  their  canoe  approached 
the  lit 1 1 « -  cove  near  Tockwotten,  now  India  Point,  they 
were  saluted  l>y  acouipaiiyof  Indians,  with  the  friendly 
interrogation,  i:  What  chur.'' — a  common  English 
phrase,  which  tln  v  liad  learned  train  the  colonists, — 
equivalent  to  the  modem,  itote  do  you  do  f  The  lands 
adjacent  t<>  this  spot  were  called  11  hut  Cheer,  in  memory 
ol'  the  occurrence. 
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of  religious  liberty,  the  grand  object  which 
he  had  in  view  was  u  to  provide  a  refuge 
for  persons  destitute  for  conscience'  sake.'7 
The  little  company. was  soon  augmented  by 
parties  from  Massachusetts.  They  suffered 
much  from  fatigue  and  want,  but  supported 
their  affliction  with  christian  fortitude,  and 
effected  the  establishment  of  a  colony,  the 
government  of  which  was  founded  on  the 
broad  basis  of  universal  toleration. 

Mr.  Williams  erected  a  house  soon  after 
his  landing,  and  it  is  probable  that  his  wife 
and  her  two  children  came  from  Salem  to 
Providence  in  the  summer  of  1036.  in  com- 
pany with  several  persons  who  wished  to 
join  their  exiled  pastor.  His  family  were 
now  dependent  on  his  exertions  for  support. 
He  had  probablj^expended  nearly  all  his 
funds  in  the  support  of  his  family  during 
his  absence,  and  in  the  negotiations  with 
the  Indians.  Of  his  poverty  there  is  evi- 
dence in  a  touching  incident  mentioned  in 
his  letter  to  Major  Mason.    It  is  alike  hon- 
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orable  to  all  the  parties.  M  It  pleased  the 
Father  of  Spirits  to  touch  many  hearts  dear 
to  him  with  many  relentings  ;  amongst 
which,  that  great  and  pious  soul,  Mr.  Wins- 
low,  melted,  and  put  a  piece  of  gold  into 
the  hands  of  my  wife  for  our  supply.*' 

He  was  obliged  at  this  and  many  other 
times,  to  resort  to  manual  labor  lor  subsist- 
ence. In  his  reply  to  Mr.  Cotton  (p.  38)  he 
says,  It  is  not  unknown  to  many  witnesses, 
in  Plymouth,  Salem  and  Providence,  that 
the  discusser's  time  hath  not  been  spent 
(though  as  much  as  any  others  whosoever) 
altogether  in  spiritual  labors  and  public 
exercises  of  the  word  ;  but  day  and  night,  at 
home  and  abroad,  on  the  land  and  water,  at 
the  hoe,  at  the  oar,  for  bread."*  But  he  sus- 
tained all  his  labdrs  and  hardships  with  a 
patient  spirit,  and  with  a  stedfast  adherence 
to  his  principles.  ' 

Not  long  after  Mr.  Williams  settled  at 

Manual,  a.:  performed  with  the  hand. — Adhtrtnce,*  ; 
attachment. 
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Providence,  he  embraced  some  of  the  lead- 
ing opinions  of  the  Baptists,  and  in  March, 
1638 — 9,  was  baptized  by  immersion  at  that 
place,  by  Ezekicl  Holliman,  whom  with  ten 
others  he  afterwards  baptized.  Thus  was 
founded  the  first  Baptist  church  in  America, 
and  the  second,  as  it  is  stated,  in  the  British 
empire.  This  church  was  soon  after  in- 
creased by  the  addition  of  twelve  others. 
He  continued  preaching  among  them  for 
several  months,  and  then  separated  from 
them,  doubting,  it  is  said,  the  validity  of  all 
baptism,  because  it  could  not  be  traced  to 
the  Apostles  as  oiliciating  ministers.  There 
is  no  account  that  he  was  ever  afterwards 
connected  with  any  church. 

But  though  his^  strong  feelings  and  deep 
researches  in  the  mazes  of  speculation,  led 
him  to  be  wavering  and  undecided  in  his 
religious  sentiments,  vet  his  conduct  exhib- 
ited the  goodness  of  his  heart,  and  the 
purity  of  his  intentions.  lie  exerted  himself 

Validity,  s. ;  force,  strength. 
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to  the  utmost,  that  others  might  enjoy  that 
freedom  of  opinions  which  he  himself  exer- 
cised, and  long  retained  his  authority  in  the 
colony  which  he  had  founded,  "  employing 
himself  continually  in  acts  of  kindness, 
affording  relief  to  the  distressed,  and  offer- 
ing an  asylum  to  the  distressed." 

In  1613,  Williams  went  to  England  as 
agent  for  the  colonies  of  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  and  Warwick,  to  solicit  a  charter  of 
incorporation,  which  he  finally  procured, 
signed  by  the  earl  of  Warwick,  then  gov- 
ernor and  admiral  of  the  English  plantations, 
and  by  his  council,  bearing  date  March  14, 
1644.  On  the  IT  of  September,  16 11,  he 
returned  from  England,  and  landed  at  Bos- 
ton, bringing  with  him  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation to  the  governor  and  assistants  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay,  from  some  of  the 
most  influential  members  of  the  Long  Par- 

Charter,  s,  ;  n  writing  bestowing  privileges  or  rights-. 
— Long  Parliament,  s.  ;  the  parliament  so  called  from 
its  l(»njr  continuance.  It  first  mel  in  1040,  in  the  reiun 
of  Charles  I.,  and  wng  violently  dissolved  l»y  Cromwell, 
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liament.  This  saved  him  from  the  penalty 
incurred  by  him  on  entering  their  bounds, 
which  he  had  avoided  at  his  departure,  by 
taking  ship  at  New  York.  While  at  the 
latter  place,  he  had  an  opportunity  to  use 
his  influence  with  the  savages,  and  display 
his  pacific  principles.  A  war  had  been  pro- 
voked by  the  wanton  cruelty  of  the  Dutch, 
and  the  Indians  assailed  them  with  great 
fury,  burning  several  houses  in  the  vicinity 
of  Manhattocs,  (New  York)  and  killing 
several  persons,  among  whom  were  the  cel- 
ebrated Mrs.  Hutchinson  and  all  but  one  of 
her  family.  Mr.  Williams  immediately  inter- 
ceded, and  by  his  mediation  the  Indians 
were  pacified,  and  peace  was  restored  be- 
tween them  and  the  Dutch. 

During  this  voyage  to  England,  he  em- 
ployed his  leisure  in  preparing  the  materi- 
als cf  his  key  to  the  Indian  languages.  Of 
this  book  we  shall  have  occasion  to  take 
further  notice  before  the  close  of  this  sketch. 


Assail y  v.  a. ;  to  attack. 
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It  was  printed  the  same  year  of  his  arrival 
in  England,  and  must  have  been  nearly  fin- 
ished for  the  press  during  the  voyage ; 
evincing  that  his  habits  of  industry  attended 
him  on  the  ocean  as  well  as  on  the  land. 
He  acted  on  the  principle  so  beautifully  ex- 
pressed in  one  of  his  books  :  "  One  grain  of 
time's  inestimable  sand  is  worth  a  golden 
mountain."  While  in  England  at  this  time, 
notwithstanding  the  pressure  of  his  duties, 
and  the  disturbed  state  of  the  public  mind, 
he  found  leisure  to  prepare  for  the  press  his 
celebrated  book,  entitled  "  The  Bloody  Te- 
net of  Persecution  for  Cause  of  Conscience, 
discussed  in  a  conference  between  Truth 
and  Peace,"  etc.  In  this  book;  which  was 
dedicated  to  Parliament,  and  was  doubtless 
read  with  interest  and  profit  by  many  of  the 
leading  men  in  England,  he  discussed  the 
principles  of  religious  liberty  in  answer  to  a 
letter  of  the  Rev.  John  Cotton. 

After  his  return  from  England,  he  had  a 
second  opportunity  to  interpose  his  bencji- 
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cent  agency  in  favor  of  the  colonists,  who 
were  saved  from  a  general  Indian  war, 
principally  by  his  means. 

In  1651,  serious  difficulties  having  been 
raised  in  the  colony  by  Coddington's  pro- 
curing a  charter  which  gave  him  almost  un- 
limited authority  over  the  islands  of  Narra- 
ganset  Bay,  Williams  and  Clark  were  des- 
yatclicd  as  agents  of  the  colony,  to  procure 
a  revocation  of  it.  This  thev  effected  in 
October,  1652.  While  in  England, Williams 
resided  a  principal  part  of  the  time  at  Bel- 
leau,  a  seat  of  Sir  Henry  Vane,  in  Lincoln- 
shire ;  and  on  his  return  brought  a  letter 
from  him,  which  is  recorded  in  the  records 
of  Providence,  inviting  the  planters  to  a 
closer  union  with  each  other.  This  letter, 
aided  by^the  urgent  and  constant  solicita- 
tions of  Williams,  finally  restored  peace 
and  union  to  the  colony,  which  during,  his 
absence  had  been  rent  by  many  divisions. 


Ucnrficcnt,  a.  ;  kind,  doing  good. — Despatch,  r.  a.  ;  to 
%end  away. — RtvocaUont  s.  ;  repeal,  reversal. 
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During  his  stay  in  England  at  this  time; 
he  had  frequent  opportunies  of  communion 
with  the  great  Milton,  then  Secretary  of 
State.  Being  obliged  to  provide  for  his 
own  support,  (unlike  our  ambassadors  of 
modern  times,)  he  employed  himself  as  a 
teacher  of  youth,  especially  in  the  languages. 
He  observes  in  a  letter  :  '*  It  pleased  the 
Lord  to  call  me  for  some  time  and  with 
some  persons,  to  practice  the  Hebrew,  the 
Greek,  Latin,  French  and  Dutch.  The 
secretary  of  the  Council,  (Mr.  Milton)  for 
my  Dutch  I  read  him,  read  me  many  more 
languages.''  Between  the  kindred  minds 
of  Williams  and  Milton,  imbued  with  the 
same  love  of  liberty,  and  alike  free  from 
selfish  ends,  there  must  have  been  a  power- 
ful and  muttrrd  attraction.  Both  encounter- 
ed persecution,  and  endured  poverty  for 
their  principles;  both  acted  in  the  same'" 
spirit  of  self-sacrifice  for  the  good  of  others. 

Williams  was  also  a  friend  of  Cromwell, 

Imfjuc,  v.  a. ;  to  tincture  deep. 
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then  Lord  Protector  of  England,  with  w  hom 
he  repeatedly  held  familiar  conversations. 
The  friendship  of  such  men  as  Milton  and 
Roger  Williams  may  be  viewed  as  an  hon- 
orable testimony  to  the  character  of  the 
Protector.  These  three  men  in  fact  resem- 
bled one  another  in  their  character,  in  their 
opinions,  and  in  the  treatment  which  they 
received.  Each  was  misunderstood  ;  each 
has  suffered  obloquy ;  and  each  is  receiving, 
from  the  calm  and  enlightened  judgment  of 
the  present  age,  that  just  sentence,  which, 
sooner  or  later,  will  reward  him  who  aims 
to  advance  the  happiness  of  men,  and  who 
perseveres,  through  evil  and  good  report,  in 
upholding  the'persecuted  cause  of  truth  and 
freedom. 

Mr.  Williams  enjoyed,  to  the  end  of  his 
life,  a  large  measure  of  public  confidence. 
In  the  town  meetings  he  was  often  appoint* 
cd  moderator.  lie  was  appointed  as  a 
member  of  numerous  committees,  and  was 

Obloquy,  s.  ;  blame,  slander. 
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usually  selected  when  a  skilful  pen  was 
needed  for  the  public  service.  After  serving 
the  colony  for  two  years  as  president,  and 
repeatedly  as  assistant  or  commissioner,  un- 
der the  first  charter,  he  occupied  a  seat  in 
the  General  Assembly,  under  the  new  char- 
ter, as  an  assistant,  in  the  years  1661,  1670, 
and  1071.  lie  was  chosen  in  1677,  but  he 
refused  to  serve,  on  account,  probably,  of 
his  age.  lie  was  a  deputy  from  Providence 
in  May,  1667. 

Asa  minister  of  the  gospel,  we  have  evi- 
dence that  he  did  not  wholly  discontinue 
his  labors,  though  he  must,  according  to  his 
principles,  have  confined  himself  to  "pro- 
phecy," or  a  declaration  of  truth  and  wit- 
ness against  error.  He  endeavored  to  in- 
KlruclfiT  hc  did  not  statedly,  or  occasionally 
preach  to  the  Indians;  and  it  is  saic^  that 
the*  Xarragansets  would  listen  to  him,  though 
they,  allowed  no  one  else  to  preach  to  them. 

The  precise  time  or  manner  of  his  death 
is  not  known  ;  it  however  took  place  some 
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time  between  January  16,  1682-3,  and  May 
10,  1033,  in  the  84  year  of  his  age.  "  He 
was  buried/'  says  Mr.  Callender,*  "  with  all 
the  solemnity  the  colony  could  show,"  in 
his  family  burying-ground,  n^ir  the  house 
which  he  first  erected  in  Providence.  His 
wife,  and  all  his  children,!  six  in  number, 
survived  him,  and  his  descendants  at  this 
day  amount  to  several  thousands. 

Very  few  incidents  in  his  life  are  to  be 
collected  from  the  writings  of  Williams ; 
and  the  prejudices  of  cotemporary,  and  even 
later  writers  who  have  mentioned  him,  have 
rendered  it  difficult  to  form  a  true  estimate 
of  his  character. 

The  Fathers  of  New  England  were  firmly 
persuaded  that  their  own  sentiments  were 
right,  and  as  firmly  believed  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, in  whatever  he  differed  frojn  them, 

In  his  Historical  Discourse, 
t  His  wife  was  named  .Mary  :  nud  his  children  were, 
Mary.  Freeborn,  Providence,  born  Sept.  U>38,  tin-  tir-t 
of  European  parentage  born  in  Rhode  Island  j  Mercy, 
Daniel,  and  Joseph. 
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was  wrong.  Ilcnce  arose  their  prejudices. 
Facts,  which  in  the.  estimation  of  the  writ- 
ers of  those  days  would  have  raised  a  more 
orthodox  man  almost  above  the  level  of 
humanity,  were  slightly  mentioned  ;  and  so 
comparatively  unenlightened  were  the  times, 
that  opinions  which  all  Protestant  nations, 
and  even  the  descendants  of  his  enemies 
have  since  fully  adopted,  were  in  him  viewed 
as  heretical,  and  subversive,  not  only  of 
church,  but  of  civil  government.  Yet  even 
these  slight  and  prejudiced  statements  prove 
him  to  have  been  a  man  of  unblemished 
moral  character,  and  of  ardent  piety  ;  un- 
yielding in  opinions  which  he  conceived  to 
be  right,  and  not  to  be  diverted  from  what 
he  l>elievedVvto  be  duty,  either  by  threats  or 
flattery. 

Hut  ample  means  of  forming  a  correct 
judgment  of  the  character  of  Uogcr  Wil- 
liams are  now  before  the  public,  in  a  well 

Heretical ,  a.  ;  containing  heresy  or  error  in  religion. — 
Subversive,  a.  ;  tending  to  overturn. 
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written  memoir  of  him,  compiled  with  great 
care  and  research,*  recently  issued  from  the 
press.  This  volume  contains  many  valuable 
letters  from  him,  which  throw  much  light  on 
his  own  life  and  character,  as  well  as  upon 
the  times  in  which  he  lived. 

His  mental  faculties  were  of  a  high  order. 
His  mind  was  strong,  original  and  independ- 
ent. The  clearness  with  which  he  discuss- 
ed the  true  principles  of  religious  liberty, 
and  the  steadiness  with  which  he  maintained 
them,  in  opposition  to  the  general  theory 
and  practice  of  the  age,  show  a  superior 
intellect.  He  possessed  also  a  spirit  of 
self-sacrifice,  a  pure  love  of  truth,  a  benevo- 
lent zeal  for  the  welfare  of  mankind,  an 
elevation  above  selfish  ends.  Love  to  God 
dwelt  habitually  in  his  soul,  and  controlled 
his  feelings  and  his  actions.  In  /his  books 
and  letters,  every  topic  takes  a  hue  from 
his  piety.    His  magnanimous  forgiveness  of 

*  By  Professor  Knowles,  of  Newton  Theol.  Sem. 
t    Magnanimous y  a.  ;  great  of  mind,  elevated  in  sen- 
timent* 
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injuries,  his  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  all  who 
sought  his  aid,  his  untiring  benevolence  to- 
wards the  hapless  savages,  his  patriotic  and 
self-denying  toils  for  the  prosperity  of  his 
colony,  all  show  the  cflicacy  and  fervor  of 
those  religious  principles  by  which  he  was 
governed.  Dr.  Bentley  says,  Ci  In  Salem 
every  person  loved  Mr.  Williams.  AH 
valued  his  friendship.  He  wras  not  afraid 
to  stand  alone  for  truth  against  all  the 
world  ;  and  he  had  address  enough  with 
his  firmness,  never  to  be  forsaken  of  the 
friends  lie  had  ever  gained.  He  had  always 
a  tenderness  of  conscience,  and  feared  every 
offence  against -moral  truth.  He  breathed 
the  purest  devotion.  He  was  a  friend 
of  human  nature  ;  forgiving,  upright  and 
pious." 

One  fact  speaks  volumes  in  favor  of  his 
christian  temper.  After  his  banishment,  he 
conceived  himself,  as  indeed  he  was,  an 
injured,  persecuted  man  ;  but,  with  all  the 
opportunities  which  his  intimacy  with  the 
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neighboring  Indians  gave  him,  he  seems 
never  to  have  harbored  any  purpose  of 
revenge.  So  far  from  it,  the  next  year  after 
he  was  banished,  he  gave  his  very  persecu- 
tors information  of  the  [ndian  plot  which 
was  to  have  destroyed  them.  He  conclud- 
ed treaties  for  them,  which  insured  their 
peace  and  prosperity,  and  was  uniformly 
kind  and  friendly  towards  them  on  all  occa- 
sions. 

The  frequent  changes  in  his  religious 
opinions  must  have  been  the  effect  of  a 
sincere  conviction — they  could  not  have 
arisen  from  a  time-serving  policy.  For  had 
lie  remained  aji  Episcopalian,  England  and 
all  her  comforts,  and  undoubtedly,  as  due  to 
his  learning,  the  honors  of  the  Church,  were 
before  him  ;  and  had  he  continued  a  luke- 
warm- Non  Conformist,  Massachusetts  and 
Plymouth,  the  society  of  his  former  frifends, 
and  especially  that  of  Hooker  and  Cotton, 
might  have  solaced  him  in  his  residence  in 
this  new  world.    But  all  these  he  resigned 
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for  what  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty  to  his 
God.  He  was,  however,  at  all  times  and 
under  all  changes,  the  undaunted  champion 
of  religious  freedom,  which  proves  him  to 
have  been  far  in  advance  of  the  age  in 
which  he  lived.  It  was  openly  professed 
by  him  on  his  arrival  among  those  who 
sought  it  in  America ;  and  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  was  probably  the  first  thing  which 
excited  their  prejudices  against  him. 

In  Williams'  political  transactions,  self- 
interest  appears  to  have  had  no  share  in 
opposition  to  the  public  good.  The  title 
to  Providence  Plantations,  from  the  Indians, 
was  in  him  and  him  alone,  by  their  deed. 
Yet  almost  his  first  act  was  to  divide  it 
among  his  "  loving  neighbors,77  reserving  to 
himself  only  an  equal  right  among  them. 
In  the  charter  procured  by  him,  no  ollicc 
of  trust  or  profit  was  conferred  on  him. 
Of  what  other  agent,  employed  in  the  same 
business,  can  the  same   be  said  i  Well 
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might  Callender  call  him  "  the  most  disin- 
terested man  that  ever  lived.'7 

The  publications  of  Williams  were  not 
voluminous.  '  The  public  services  in  which 
he  was  engaged,  and  the  private  difficulties 
which  he  had  to  encounter,  undoubtedly 
prevented  them  from  being  so.  The  first 
in  order  of  time  is  his  "Key"  already  spoken 
of,  written  in  1643.  This  work  displays 
genius,  industry  and  benevolence.  It  was 
highly  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
at  the  time  it  was  published,  and  is  still  one 
of  the  best  works  on  the  subject.  It  shows 
his  laudable  zeal  for  the  religious  instruction 
of  the  natives,  and  the  liberal,  charitable, 
self-denying  spirit,  by  which  he  seems  to 
have  been  actuated.  It  presents  the  char- 
acter of  the  Indians  in  a  new  and  favorable 
light,  and  appears  to  have  been  admirably 
calculated  to  facilitate  that  intercourse  with 
them,  which  the  safety  of  the  settlers,  and 

Voluminous,  a.;  consisting  of  many  volume*. — Fa- 
tUitatc,  v.  a.  ;  to  make  easy. 
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the  interests  of  both  natives  and  settlers, 
imperiously  demanded.  Of  the  original 
edition,  a  copy  in  the  library  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Historical  Society,  is  probably  the 
only  one  in  this  country. 

An  extract  from  the  Introduction  to  the 
••  Key,"  (alluding  to  which  he  says,  "  a  little 
key  may  unlock  a  box  where  lies  a  bunch  of 
keys,")  will  serve  as  a  specimen  of  his  style, 
and  shew  what  were  his  opinions  of  the 
natives,  in  regard  to  religious  feeling.  He 
says,  "  Many  solemne  discourses  have  I  had 
with  all  sorts  of  nations  of  them  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  (so  lane  as 
opportunity  and  the  little  knowledge  I  could 
have,  reach,)  I  know  there  is  no  small  pre- 
paration in  the  hearts  of  multitudes  of 
them;  I  know  their  many  solemne  confes- 
sions to  myself  and  one  to  another,  of  their 
lost,  wandering  conditions.  I  know  strong 
Convictions  upon  the  Consciences  of  many 
if  them,  and  their  desires  uttered  that  way. 


j  uperiovsly,  ad. ;  with  authority 
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I  know  not  with  how  little  knowledge  01 
Grace  of  Christ  the  Lord  may  save,  and 
therefore  neither  will  despair  or  report  much. 
But  since  it  hath  pleased  some  of  my  worthy 
Countreymen,  to  mention  (of  late  in  Print) 
Wequash,  the  Pegut  Captaine,  I  shall  be 
bold  so  far  to  second  their  relations,  as  to 
relate  my  own  hopes  of  him,  (though  I  dare 
not  be  so  confident  of  him  as  others.)  Two 
days  before  his  death,  as  I  passed  tip  to 
Quinnihticut  [Connecticut]  river,  it  pleased 
my  worthy  friend,  Mr.  Fenwick,  whom  I 
visited  at  his  house  in  Saybrook  Fort,  at  the 
mouth  of  that  river,  to  tell  me  that  my  old 
friend  Wequash,  lay  very  sick :  I  desired  to 
see  him,  and"  himself  was  pleased  to  be 
my  Guide  two  mile,  where  Wequash  lay. 
Amongst  other  discourse  concerning  his 
Sicknessc  and  Deathe  (in  which  he  freely 
bequeathed  his  son  to  Mr.  Fenwick,)  I 
closed  with  him  concerning  his  soiilc  :  Flc 
told  me  the: t  some  two  or  three  v< ;  *  !x  fqj:< 
he  had  lodged  at  mv  Ffouse,  where  I  ac« 
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quainted  him  with  the  condition  of  all  man- 
kind, and  his  own  in  particular;  how  God 
created  Man  and  all  things ;  how  Man  fell 
from  God,  and  his  present  Enmity  against 
God,  and  the  wrath  of  God  against  him 
until  Repentance ;  Said  he,  '  Your  words 
were  never  out  of  my  heart  to  this  present/ 
and  said  he,  cMee  pray  much  to  Jesus 
Christ.'  I  told  him  so  did  many  English, 
French  and  Dutch,  who  had  never  turned 
to  God  nor  loved  him.  He  replied  in 
broken  English, c  Mee  so  big  naughty  heart, 
me  heart  all  one  stone.'  Savory  expressions, 
using  to  break  from  compunct  hearts,  broken 
hearts,  and  sense  of  inward  hardnesse  and 
unbrokenesse.  I  had  many  discourses  with 
him  in  this  life,  but  this  was  the  summe  of 
our  last  parting  until  our  generall  meeting." 

The  M  Key"  treats  of  the  manners,  cus- 
toms, itc,  of  the  natives,  and  is  divided 
into  thirty-six  chapters,  each  chapter  under 
a  different  head,  as  ;c  Of  salutation/1  u  Of 
Eating  and  Entertainment,  Of  Sleep, "  &C.  ; 


and  to  each  chapter  is  appended  a  brief 
poem,  adapted  to  the  subject.  The  follow- 
ing is  attached  to  the  chapter  on  Eating  and 
Entertainment,  and  will  serve  as  a  specimen 
of  Mr.  Williams'  poetry. 

Coarse  br^ad  and  water 's  most  their  fare. 

Oh  !  England's  diet  fine, 
Thy  cup  runs  o'er  with  plenteous  store 

Of  wholesome  bearc  and  wine. 
Sometimes  God  gives  them  Fish  or  F'-  •:. 

But  they  're  content  without ; 
And  what  comos  in  they  part  to  friends. 

And  strangers  round  about. 

God's  providence  is  rich  to  His, 

Let  none  distrustful  be  ; 
In  wildernesse,  in  great  distresse. 

These  Ravens  have  fed  me.'' 

The  next  was  his  " Bloody  Tenet/'  in 
answer  to  Cotton's  work  upholding  and  en- 
forcing the  duty  of  the  civil  magistrate  to 
regulate  the  doctrines  of  the  Church.  Print- 
ed in  1644.  This  work  called  forth  a  reply 
from  Cotton,  entitled  "  The  Bloody  Tenet 
Washed  and  made  White  in  the  Blood  of 
the  Lambc."  This  was  followed  by  a  re- 
joinder from  Williams,  printed  in  1652;  er- 

lli joirjlcr,  s. ;  an  enswer  to  a  reply. 
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titled  "  The  Bloody  Tenet  yet  more  bloody, 
by  Mr.  Cotton's  endeavor  to  Wash  it  White." 
In  these  works  of  Williams,  the  doctrines 
of  religious  liberty  and  unlimited  toleration 
are  illustrated  by  strong  language,  and  sup- 
ported by  stronger  arguments — arguments 
that  preceded  those  of  Locke,  Bayle  and 
Furneau.  The  character  and  standing  of 
Cotton  made  him  an  antagonist  with  whom 
to  contend  was  glorious,  even  though  van- 
quished. But  with  truth  on  his  side,  and 
supported  and  strengthened  by  a  sense  of  it, 
Williams  entered  the  contest,  and  was  not 
vanquished.  Accompanying  this  last,  are 
two  letters,  ona.  to  governor  Endecott  and 
the  other  to  the  clergy  of  Great  Britian  and 
Ireland.  The  first  of  which,  had  it  been 
read  with  the  spirit  in  which  it  appears  to 
have  been  written,  would  have  stayed  the 
arm  of  persecution  in  New  England. 

In  the  same  year,  1652,  Mr.  Williams 
printed  a  pamphlet  entitled,  11  The  hireling 
Ministry  none  of  Christ's. "    This  little  book 
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is  valuable,  as  it  contains  a  more  clear  expo- 
sition of  Mr.  Williams'  views  respecting  the 
ministry,  than  any  other  of  his  works.  The 
chief  purpose  of  it  is  to  oppose  a  legal 
establishment  of  religion,  and  the  compulsory 
support  of  the  clergy. 

He  is  said  also  to  have  published,  in  1652, 
a  work,  entitled,  "  Experiments  of  Spiritual 
Life  and  Health,  and  their  Preservatives/'  . 

In  1672,  he  held  a  public  dispute  with  the 
Quakers  at  Newport  and  Providence.  An 
account  of  this  dispute,  entitled  "  George 
Fox  digged  out  of  his  Burrowes,"  &c.  he 
published  in  London  in  1676.  This  is  the 
last  of  his  printed  books. 

In  regard  to  the  literary  attainments  of 
Roger  Williams,  it  is  deemed  proper  tc  say 
but  little.  It  will  be  generally  admitted 
that  his  style  abounds  with  the  beauties  and « 
defects  of  his  own  times.  His  writings, 
like  tho<e  of  all  great  minds,  arc  a  reflection 
of  his  own  character,  and  are  marked  w  ith 

Compulsory,  a.;  having  the  power  oi'  compelling, 
p  3 
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his  excellencies  and  his  faults.  It  is  no 
small  praise  to  say  of  him,  that  as  an  author, 
he  compares  well  with  his  great  opponent, 
Cotton.  Both  indulge  in  the  same  apposite 
but  somewhat  profuse  use  of  scripture  allu- 
sion and  phraseology  ;  both  are  at  home  in 
the  Classics  and  the  Fathers,  and  surprise 
us  with  quaint  erudition:  both  fight  with  the 
same  weapon  of  controversy, — the  ancient 
scholastic  losfic. 

Those  who  have  a  partiality  for  Williams 
will  justify  that  partiality  by  the  conciliating 
liberality  of  his  doctrines,  and  the  philoso- 
phic philanthropy  of  his  sentiments.  These 
render  his  manner  of  writing  peculiarly 
agreeable,  and  impart  to  his  reasoning  an 
air  of  common-sense  deduction  and  candid 
and  rational  conclusion,  more  satisfactory 
than  the  most  refined  subtiltics  of  dialectic 
skill. 

No  description  of  the  person  of  Williams 

Apposite,  6. ;  proper,  well  adapted. —  Quaint,  a.;  mi- 
nutely exact. — Erudition,  s.  ;  teaming. — Subtilty,  a.; 
cunning. — Dialectic,  a.;  logical,  argumental. 
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has  reached  us*;  but  Rhode  Islanders  will 
always  remember  his  name  and  his  deeds, 
and  revere  him  as  the  Father  of  their  State; 
and  the  world  will  ever  regard  him  as  the 
earliest  and  boldest  champion  of  the  right 
of  all  men,  "fully  to  have  and  enjoy  their 
own  judgments  and  consciences,  in  all  mat- 
ters of  religious  concernments. " 


APPENDIX. 

ART.  I. 
OLD  PLYMOUTH  COMPACT. 

In  the  Name^of  God,  Amfn  :  We,  whoso  names 
are  under  written,  the  Loyal  Subjects  of  our  dread  Sov- 
ereign Lord  King  James,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  iVc. 

Haying  undertaken,  for  the  Glory  of  God.  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  Christian  Faith,  and  honour  of  our 
King  and  Country,  a  Voyage  to  Plant  the  first  Colony 
in  the  Northern  Parts  of  Virginia;  Do,  by  these  Pre- 

*[The  late  Dr.  Bentley  of  Salem  had  a  picture  of  Rojrer  Wil- 
liams hanging  jn  his  Study  in  1819. but  whether  it  was  a  painting 
or  an  engrav  m:,- whether  a  real  likeness  <>r  an  effort  or  I  in  :j 
tho  wntrr  of  toil  note,  who  saw  it  there,  cannot  now  determine.] 
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sents,  solemnly  and  mutually  in  the  Presence  of  Gon, 
and  one  of  another,  Covenant  and  Combine  ourselves 
together  unto  a  Civil  Body  Politick,  for  our  better  Order- 
ing and  Preservation,  and  Furtherance  of  the  Ends 
aforesaid,  and  by  Virtue  hereof  to  enact,  constitute  and 
frame  such  just  and  equal  Laws,  Ordinances,  Acts.  Con- 
stitutions and  Officers,  from  Time  to  Time,  as  shall  be 
tho  t  most  meet  and  convenient  for  the  General  Good  of 
the  Colony;  unto  which  we  Promise  all  due  Submission 
and  Obedience  :  In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunder 
subscribed  our  Names  at  Cape  Cod,  the  11th  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord 
King  James  of  England,  France  and  Ireland  the  Eigh- 
teenth, and  of  Scotland  the  Fifty-fourth,  Anno  Domini. 
1620, 


ARTICLE  IL 
PLYMOUTH  PILGRIMS. 

Names  of  the  Jirst  icho  came  over  in  the  Ma  ij-Flotrcr  in  1G29, 
[Those  in  small  c  vpitals  signed  the  foregoing  Com- 
pact. The  figures  show  the  number  in  their  several 
families,  and  the  asterisk  prefixed  designates  those  who 
died  before  the  31  Match,  1621.] 


John  Carve*, 

Mrs.  Carver,  who  died 

in  May  or  June.  1621. 
Jonv  How  land, 
Elizabeth  Carver, 

  Carver, 

  Carver, 


\\  n. 1 1  am  Bradford,  * 
*Mrs.  Dorothy  Brad- 
ford, who  was  drown- 
ed 7  Dec.  1620, 


Edward  Win  slow,  1 
".Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wins-  j 
low,    who    died  24 
March.  1621. 
>(.)      Edward  Winslow, 
John  VVinslow, 
George  Soule, 

William  Brewster,  ] 
Mrs.  Love  Brew  ster. 
Wrestling  Brewster, 
Lucretia  Brewsti  r, 
William  Brewster, 
Mary  Brewster. 
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Isaac  Allerton, 
*Mrs.  Mary  Allerton, 
who  died  28  Februa- 
ry, 1621. 
Rarth.  Allerton, 
Remember  Allerton, 
Mary  Allerton, 
Sarah  Allerton, 

Mrs.  Rose  Standish,  J 
whod.  29  Jan.  1621.  ] 

John  Aloes  the  last] 
survivor  of  those  who  ] 
signed  the  compact.  ) 

Samuel  Fuller,  who> 
left  his  wife  in  Eu- 
rope. 

A  servant,  who  died 
before  arrived. 

•Christop'r  Martin^ 
Mrs.  Martin, 
"Solomon  Martin,  who 
died  24  Dec, 

"William  Mull  ins,  ] 
Mrs.  Mullins, 
Friscilla  Mullins,  who 
married  John  Alden. 


•William  White, 
Mrs.  Susanna  White, 
Resolved  White, 
  White, 


Richard  Wtarrfn,  J 
who  left;  his  wife  in  ] 
England  or  Holland.  ' 

Stephen  Hofkins, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hop- 
kins, 

Giles  Hopkins, 
Caleb  Hopkins.  J>3 
Deborah  Hopkins, 
Oceanus  Hopkins, 
eowakd  dotey,. 
Edward  Leister. 

^Edward  Tillet, 
Mrs.  Tilley, 

  Tilfey, 

  Tilley, 

*John  Tilley, 
Mrs.  Tillev. 


Francis  Cook,  who 
left  his  wife  in  Eng- 
land or  Holland. 

John  Cook, 

*Thomas';Rogers, 
Joseph  Rogers. 

'Thomas  Tinker, 
Mrs.  Tinker. 

"John  Ridgdalk, 

Mrs.  Ridgdale. 

"Edward  Fuller, 
Mrs.  Fuller, 
JSamutl  Fuller,  jr. 
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'John  Turner, 


Francis  Eaton, 
Mrs.  Chr'n.  Eaton. 
Samuel  Eaton. 

"James  Chilton, 
Mrs.  Chilton, 
Mary  Chilton. 

"John  Crachston. 


*Degory  Priest. 
*Thomas  Williams. 
Gilbert  Winslow. 
*Ed'm.  Margeson. 
Peter  Brown. 


John  Billington,  "1 
Mrs.  Helen  Billington,  I  4 
Francis  Billington,  \ 
John  Billington,  jr.  j 

tMoses  Fletcher.  J»l 


"John  Goodman. 


,1 


*RlCH*D  BrITTERIwGS  J>i 


Richard  Clj.rxe. 
Richard  Gardiner, 

*JjHN  ALLERTON 
'Thomas  English. 


Total,  101. 


Of  whom  it  has  been  attempted  to  iiive  the  names  of  S7, 
although  it  may  n*>t  he  done  with  perfect  accuracy. 
Some  parents  left  behind  them  some,  others  all  their 
children,  who  afterwards  came  over.    A  dash  supplies 
the  place  of  those  whose  names  are  unknown. 
Deaths  the  first  four  months  were  as  follow  : 
In  Dec.  IG20,    G  died. 
.    Jan.  1021,    8  — 
Feb.    —     17  — 
Mar.  —     13  — 


Twenty-one  of  them  wore  signers  of  the  Compact, 
which  with  the  four  females  and  Solomon  Martin,  above, 
make  ~»>.  The  names  of  the  remaining  IS,  consisting 
of  women,  children  and  servants,  are  unknown. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

GOVERNORS  OF  PCTEKMPTH  COLOA  Y. 

Died.  Age. 

lf/20  John  Carver.  May,  1620, 

1621  William  Bradford.  0  May,  1657,  63 

1633  Edward  Winslow.  8  May,  1055,  61 

1G34  Thomas  Prence.  29  Mar.  1G73,  72 

1635  William  Bradford.  Above 

J636  Edward  Winslow.  — 

1637  William  Bradford.  — 

1638  Thomas  Pre  ace.  — 

1639  William  Bradford.  — 
1044  Edward  Winslow.  — 
1645  William  Bradford.  — 
1657  Thomas  Prence.  — 

1G73  Josiah  Winslow.  18  Dec.  1630,  51 
lGcO    Thomas  Hinckley.  1706,  bS 

1692    United  with  Massachusetts. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

ASSISTANTS  OF  PLYMOUTH. 


No.  of  years.                       No.  of  years. 

Isaac  Allerton 

William  Thomas 

9 

William  Bradford 

5 

Thomas  Willet 

15 

Myles  Standish 

*  17 

Thomas  Southworth 

18 

John  Howland 

3 

James  Cudworth 

12 

John  Aide n 

42 

Josiaii  Winslow 

11 

John  Done 

1 

Thomas  Hinckley 

1 

Stephen  1  fopkins 

4 

William  Bradford 

6 

William  Gilson 

1 

Constant  Southworth 

1 

Edward  Winslow 

11 

James  Brown 

1 

William  Collier 

28 

John  Freeman 

1 

Thomas  Prence 

19 

NathanieljBacon 
Daniel  Smith 

1 

Timothy  Hatherly 

21 

1 

John  Brown 

17 

Barnabas  Lothrop 

1 

John  Jenncy 

g 

John  Thacher 

8 

JohnfAtwood 

1 

John  Walley 

G 

Edward  Freeman 

7 

John  Cushing 

3 
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ARTICLE  V. 

Original  Toicns  in  Plymouth  Colony,  as  they  were  in 
icith  the  date  of  their  settlement  or  incorporation, 
and  their  Indian  names. 

PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 


Incorporated.            Indian  name. 

Plymouth  settled 

1620 

Pawtuxet. 

Duxbury  — 

1637 

Tsaniassakcset. 

Scituate 

1G36 

Satui'.. 

Murshfield 

1640 

Brid^ewater 

1656 

Missaucatucket 

Mid  borough 

1C60 

Namasket. 

Accord  Pond  Shares 

IGoO  } 

Plantation 

Ford's  Farm 

COUNTY 

Or  BARNSTABLE. 

Barnstable 

1639 

Ciimmaquid. 

Sandwich 

1639 

Shawms. 

Yarmouth 

1639 

3Matiu.kccot. 

Eastharn 

1646 

Nawset. 

Rochester 

1683 

'  Se$j>ican. 

Falmouth 

1686 

Suckinussett. 

Saukatucket 

164C1 

Monamoy 

(now  Chatham)  IOC  3 

» Plantations. 

Pametj  (now  Truro) 

Massape 

COUNTY  OF 

BRISTOL. 

Bristol 

xm 

Zlekimuet. 

Taunton 

1G39 

Rehoboth 

16x5 

Sfc&onk. 

Dart  nouth 

lf?*5 

Acvshona. 

Swartzey 

1C67 

Peckanokctt 

Little  Compton 

l 

S  ':va  it 

Freetown 

T /;  '•••> 
1A>  ! 

AaSO.lft. 

Rehoboth  N©?*.h  Pure 

me.  1 

(now  A,ttl  '  row 

/.tflcborough  ( fere. 

(now  Cumberland 

EL  -  ) 

Plantations. 

Pnncateest,  (new  Tiverton.) 

'  •'.>':■»- it i <jf  to  P..  I. 

Poca^tT 
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The  nMT.ber  of  towns,  with  the  population  m  these  thret 
couhiks  :v  id  (lCvo)  is — 

in  Plymouth                U  42,044 

Barnstable,               13  28,514 

Bristol,                     19  4'J,V2 

,  Total,                53  121,130 


LANDING  OF  THE  PILGRIM  FATHERS. 

MRS.  liEMANS. — WRITTEN  IN  1825. 

Tur:  breaking  waves  dashed  high 

On  a  stern  and  rock-bound  coast, 
And  the  woodsy  against  a  stormy  sky, 

Their  giant  branches  tossed  ; 

And  the  heavy  night  liunc:  dark 

The  lii  1  Is  and  waters  o'er, 
When  a  band  of  exiles  moored  their  bark 

On  the  wild  New  England  shore. 

Not  as  the  conqueror  comes. 

They,  the  true-hearted,  came  ; — 
Not  with  the  roll  of  the  stirring  drums, 

And  the  trumpet  that  sings  of  fame  ; — 

Not  as  the  flying  come, 

In  silence  and  in  fear  ; — 
They  shook  the  depths  of  the  desert's  jdooni 

With  their  hymns  of  lofty  cheer. 

Amidst  the  storm  they  saner. 

And  the  stars  heard, and  the  sea  ; 
And  the  Bounding  aisles  of  the  dim  woodj  ran.r 

To  the  anthem  of  the  free. 
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The  ocean-eagle  soared 

From  his  nest  by  the  white  wave's  foam, 
And  the  rocking  pines  of  the  forest  roared  ; — 

This  was  their  welcome  home. 

There  were  men  with  hoary  hair 

Amidst  that  pilgrim  band  : 
Why  had  they  come  to  wither  there. 

Away  from  their  childhood's  land  ? 

There  was  woman's  fearless  eye, 

Lit  by  her  deep  love's  truth  ; 
There  was  manhood  s  brow,  serenely  high, 

And  the  fiery  heart  of  youth. 

What  sought  they  thus  afar? 

Bright  jewels  of  the  mine? 
The  wealth  of  seas  ?  the  spoils  of  war  3 — 

They  sought  a  faith's  pure  shrine. 

Ay,  call  it  holy  ground, — 

The  soil  where  first  they  trod  ! 

Thoy  have  left  unstained  what  there  they  found- 
Freedom  to  worship  God  ! 
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